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• Apparel for All Ages • Art Gallery • Housewares

• Souvenirs • Moccasins • Jewelry • Canadian Jam

• Homemade Fudge • Coffee Bar • Maple Syrup

• Old Fashioned Ice Cream • Blankets & Throws

• Wild Rice • Gourmet Goodies • Plush Animals

• Books & Games • Walleye Fillets • Dry Ice

200 2nd Ave. • 283-4414

Terry Redlin
Les Kouba

Robert Bateman
If you have any prints
by the above artists

that you would like to
sell, call Border Bob.

OLD FRAMED PRINTS BY

WANTED

Call us for
Prompt and
dependable

delivery

Littlefork, MN 218-278-6682

For All Your Propane Needs

Remember...

At Northern Star Cooperative we pride ourselves on the

development of programs to help you best manage your propane

needs.We understand that a “one size fits all” pricing and

delivery program doesn’t represent the best interests of our

member owners. For this reason we have options that fit the

needs of all types of propane users:

• Commercial Programs

• Residential Programs

• Budget Billing Programs

• Scheduled Delivery Programs

• Pre-Pay Programs

Propane Programs to Fit Your Needs

BASS
CHAMPIONSHIP

SIGN-UP
To participate in the 2013

Int’l Falls Bass Championship.

- Two person teams -
- Fish for two days -

GRAND PRIZE
$10,000

Any questions contact Dave at

218-324-2115
Register online: www.ifallsbass.com

Bette (The Organist/Tax Lady)
andOrin (The Tomato/Candy Man)Simon

At
First Lutheran Church Memorial Hall

Saturday, August 10th.
ABSOLUTELY NO GIFTS!!

Your Friendship and Presence is our gift.

are
celebrating

50
WONDERFUL

YEARS
of married life.

Come and
join their

celebration
from

1-4 p.m.

STOP IN
CHECK OUT OUR
DAILY SPECIALS!

AND

PIZZA BARN
Pizza • Tacos • Subs • Soups

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm
Saturday 11am-7pm – Sunday Closed

1111 3rd St., Int’l Falls

283-3400
Forestland Sales & Service

Ferguson Sealcoating

For Free Estimates Call:

218-244-1840 or 218-276-2436

PROTECT • BEAUTIFY • REPAIR

Sealcoating, Crack Filling, Striping, Paving,

Repairs & Tennis Court Recoloring

Jerome’s TV
REPAIR

Reasonable Rates!

All Makes & Models!
Call Anytime 283-4756

localnews

BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

T h e  I nt e r n at io n a l 
Falls City Council has 
asked federal officials to 
allow the continued use 
of private officers to pro-
vide security at the Falls 
International Airport.

A challenge of the use 
of private security offi-
cers at the local airport 
by the Transportation 
Security Administration 
prompted the council 
to adopt a resolution 
Monday as a follow-up 
to a letter sent by Mayor 
Bob Anderson earlier 
seeking the assistance 
of U.S. Sen. Al Franken 
in the issue. Anderson 
serves as the chairman 
of the local airport com-
mission.

The resolution, pre-
sented by Councilor Cyn-
thia Jaksa, asks the Fed-
eral Aviation Adminis-
tration to grant a waiver 
to the commission that 
would allow it to contin-
ue to use the private firm, 
Northland Investigative 
and Protective Services 
Inc., for security. The 
resolution described the 
shrinking tax base and 
the burden that would be 
added to local taxpayers 
should the airport lose its 
subsidy for security and 
be forced to pay an addi-
tional $15,000 per year to 
the current $60,000 cost 
of security.

A n d e r s o n  s a i d  h e 
hoped the waiver was 
not needed, but believed 
the resolution could be 
used if necessary. “We 
can use this as a back-
up measure,” he told the 
council.

At issue is TSA’s re-
quirement that depu-
tized law of f icers be 
present when passen-
gers are screened at the 
airport. Anderson said it 
appears there is a push 
to follow every TSA regu-
lation involving the law 
enforcement officer re-
imbursement program, 
but the private security 
officers only meet 95 per-
cent of the regulation.

“The use of the private 
security firm reduces 
the cost and provides 
the same level of secu-
rity,” Anderson said in 
his letter to Franken. 
“The firm and the of-
ficers have an excellent 
record and there have 
been no incidents or se-
curity breaches at the 
Falls International Air-
port. The airport com-
mission has received no 
reimbursement for the 
cost of airport security 
since October 2012.”

Nor t h la nd I nvesti-
gative and Protective 
Services Inc. employs 
retired law enforcement 
officers who are certi-
fied by the Minnesota 
Board of Peace Officer 
Standards and Training, 
known as POST, and can 
carry weapons.

“To have the officers 
of the private firm meet 
the regulations in their 
totality will require they 

be deputized and the 
firm must carry differ-
ent insurance and the 
cost born by the local 
airport commission will 
increase since the TSA 
has capped what they 
will reimburse the air-
port,” Anderson said in 
his letter.

Counci lor Pete Ka-
lar, a jailer/dispatcher 
with the Koochiching 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
said the current system 
has worked well.

“Neither the city or 
county law enforcement 
have the manpower (to 
h a nd le  t he  s e c u r it y 
screening at the air-
port),” he said. “When 
there is a problem, they 
call and we go out. It 
works fine.”

Anderson said the pri-
vate security of ficers 
do not have the author-
ity to make arrests and 
contact law enforcement 
when needed. He said 
the firm has decided not 
to seek the authority to 
make arrests because of 
liability.

“It has saved the fed-
eral government and 
city and county dollars,” 
he said.

In related business, 
the council unanimous-
ly adopted a resolution 
seeking $3 million from 
state bonding money in 
2014 for airport terminal 
improvements.

Councilor Gail Rogn-
erud said she was sur-
prised that Anderson 
announced at an earlier 
meeting that he had sent 
a letter seeking the fund-
ing when the council nor 

the airport commission 
had adopted resolutions 
on the issue. Rognerud 
represents the city on 
the airport commission.

Anderson said he be-
lieved he had been asked 
by the commission to 
send the letter. Rogn-
erud said the letter was 
premature and did follow 
the appropriate process. 
Anderson apologized.

Other business

After questions about 
the minutes ref lection 
of action not to seek wet-
land information at no 
cost from a local survey-
or on the Donahue prop-
erty at an earlier meet-
ing, the council agreed 
to reconsider the July 15 
motion. Anderson voted 
no on the motion.

Rognerud moved to ac-
cept the offer to provide 
the information at no cost 
to the city and the council 
unanimously agreed.

A l s o  M o n d ay,  t h e 
council agreed to pro-
vide $2,500 to an effort 
that will market the area 
as a vacation destination 
with National Geograph-
ic Society. The Koochich-
ing County Board earlier 
agreed to provide the 
same support.

The ef fort is being 
lead by the Heart of the 
Continent Partnership, 
a Canadian-American 
coalition working on 
cross-border projects 
that promote the eco-
nomic, cultural and nat-
ural health of the lakes, 
forests and community.

The project involves a 
partnership with the Na-
tional Geographic Society 

to create a regional tour-
ism initiative. As a part 
of the society’s network of 
geotourism websites, or-
ganizers say they believe 
more people will become 
aware of the region.

The council agreed to 
join with Fort Frances 
to invite the Canadian 
Ambassador to the Unit-
ed States Gary Doer to 
visit the two communi-
ties. It also agreed to 
share in the cost, up to 
$1,000, of a meal associ-
ated with his visit. The 
measure supports joint 
efforts between the two 
border communities to 
establish a regional des-
tination that would be of 
mutual benefit.

The council agreed 
Monday to sell timber 
from 80 acres the city 
owns at the east end of 
County Road 24, also 
known as the Van Lynn 
Road. The action calls 
for a survey of the prop-
erty and to ask Koochi-
ching County Land Com-
missioner Dennis Hum-
mitzsch to assist the city 
in the sale.

Anderson said the tim-
ber value could range 
from $10,000 to $60,000 
and logging would likely 
occur in 2014 or 2015.

Fol lowi ng a public 
hearing that drew no 
members of the public, 
the council agreed to 
move forward with bi-
tuminous paving, and 
curb and gutter improve-
ments in the part of As-
pen Woods. A portion of 
the project will be as-
sessed to affected prop-
erty owners.

Council asks to continue security at airport
TSA challenges 
use of private 
firm

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Average retail gasoline 
prices in Minnesota have 
not moved in the past week, 
averaging $3.58 per gallon 
Sunday, according to Gas-
Buddy’s daily survey of 2,856 
gas outlets in Minnesota.

This compares with the 
national average that has 
fallen 1 cent per gallon in the 
last week to $3.63 per gallon, 
according to gasoline price 
website GasBuddy.com.

Including the change in 
gas prices in Minnesota 
during the past week, prices 
Sunday were 7.8 cents per 
gallon lower than the same 
day one year ago and are 25.6 
cents per gallon higher than 
a month ago. The national 
average has increased 14.4 
cents per gallon during the 
last month and stands 3.3 
cents per gallon higher than 
this day one year ago.

Locally, gas prices in the 
International Falls area 
Monday ranged from $3.72 
per gallon to $3.74 per gallon, 
according to MinnesotaGas-
Prices.com.

“Over the last week, the 
national average has con-
tinued to see a ever so slow 
downward trend,” said Gas-
Buddy.com Senior Petro-
leum Analyst Patrick De-
Haan. “But the downward 
trend got a shot in the arm 
last weekend, as we saw 
the biggest daily drop since 
April; from July 25 to July 
26, the average dropped 1.5 
cents. Back on April 13, the 
U.S. average dropped 1.7 
cents from the previous day. 
Further illustrating the 
downward trend, five per-
cent of the country was over 
$4 per gallon Friday. Last 
week, 7 percent of the coun-
try was over $4 per gallon.”

Gas prices 
appear stable
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