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PUBLIC NOTICE
The following is a summary of the operating budget for the

2015 calendar year for Koochiching County. This summary is

published in accordance with Minn. Stat. 375.169. The detail

of the County budget is on file in the Administration Office at

the Koochiching County Courthouse, Intl Falls, MN, and may

be reviewed during normal business hours.

2015 KOOCHICHING COUNTY SUMMARY
BUDGET STATEMENT:

REVENUES:

County portion of tax levy $ 3,747,648

State paid portion of tax levy $ 212,132

Total Tax Levy $ 3,959,780

Other taxes/penalty $ 312,000

License/Permit $ 11,000

Interest on Investments $ 275,000

Other Income/Revenue $ 463,000

Dedicated Income/Revenue $ 3,061,279

Intergovernmental

- Categorical/Dedicated $ 13,412,722

- General Purpose $ 3,111,440

Other Sources:

Land/Timber Apportionment $ 1,200,000

Transfers $ 210,523

Reserves $ 2,126,451

TOTAL REVENUE/OTHER SOURCES $ 27,931,063

EXPENDITURES:

General Government $ 3,293,274

Public Safety $ 2,390,164

Road and Bridge $ 11,642,310

Human Services $ 4,515,814

Health $ 798,060

Culture/Recreation $ 231,603

Conservation/Environmental $ 1,846,584

Debt Service - Sewer $ 252,110

Economic Development $ 1,703,425

Solid Waste $ 1,257,720

TOTAL EXPENDITURES/OTHER USES $ 27,931,063
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BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf Writer

Minnesota’s municipal li-
quor stores recorded an 18th 
consecutive year of record 
sales in 2013, according to a 
recent report from the Min-
nesota State Auditor.

State Auditor Rebecca Ot-
to’s report found the 205 cit-
ies operating 237 municipal 
liquor stores generated sales 
totaling $332.8 million in 
2013, which is a $3.2 million 
increase over 2012. Among 
individual liquor operations 
that were in business for all 
of 2013, total sales ranged 
from $125,051 in Round Lake 
to $15.4 million in Lakeville.

In Koochiching County, 
there are four municipal 
liquor stores: Ranier, Little-
fork, Big Falls, and Nor-
thome. Of those four, only 
Littlefork recorded a net 
loss in 2013.
Ranier

The municipal liquor 
store in Ranier recorded to-
tal sales of $415,438 in 2013, 
for a gross profit of $247,811. 
Combined with operating 
expenses of $223,532, this 
created a net profit of $25,152 
for 2013. In 2012, Ranier re-
corded a net profit of $9,401.

Liquor Store Manager 
Gretchen Coulombe said 
the store’s been able to turn 
a profit year after year be-
cause of the excellent staff 
and customers.

“Number one, the staff is 

great,” Cou-
lombe said. 
“And I also 
have to give 
credit to our 
customers.”

The store’s 
g o a l  e a c h 
year is to do 
better than 
the past year, 
she said, and 
for the past several years, 
it’s been able to increase 
the store’s profits. The city 
benefits from the idea of the 
“muni” being the hot spot to 
go to, she said, and as a place 
to meet up with friends.

Now in her 18th year as 
manager, Coulombe said 
she’s seen children she used 
to make non-alcoholic “kid-
die cocktails” for grow into 
drinking-age patrons, pur-
chasing beer or alcohol on 
their way to the lake.

“I’ve been in it for so long, 
I always wondered when pa-
trons disappeared or passed 
on, what would happen,” 
Coulombe said. “But that 
empty chair always gets 
filled.”
Northome

The municipal liquor 
store in Northome recorded 
total sales of $333,961 in 
2013, for a gross profit of 
$135,831. Combined with op-
erating expenses of $112,274, 
this created a net profit of 
$23,564 for 2013. In 2012, 
Northome recorded a net 
proft of $39,164.

Big Falls
The municipal liquor 

store in Big Falls recorded 
total sales of $ 337,430 in 
2013, for a gross profit of 
$160,995. Combined with op-
erating expenses of $152,316, 
this created a net profit of 
$9,297 for 2013. In 2012, Big 
Falls recorded a net profit 
of $7,580.
Littlefork

The municipal liquor 
store in Littlefork recorded 
total sales of $406,381 in 
2013, for a gross profit of 
$160,421. Combined with op-
erating expenses of $176,621, 
this created a net loss of 
$12,729 for 2013. In 2012, 
Littlefork recorded a net 
profit of $4,374.

City Administrator Son-
ja Pelland said the liquor 
store’s loss can be attrib-
uted to the County Market 
Liquor Store opening up 
in International Falls in 
September 2013. Current 
Littlefork Liquor Store Man-
ager Lorina Hauner was ap-
proved by the Littlefork City 
Council in October 2013.

Pelland said some of the 
loss can also be attributed 
to the loss of jobs at the local 
Boise Paper, a Packaging 
Corporation of America mill 
in International Falls. The 
store is supposed to generate 
funds for the city, she said, 
and officials said they hope 
to break even each year.

“If it breaks even, that’s 
what we’re shooting for,” 

Pelland said. “If not, then at 
least we’ve provided jobs for 
the community.”

Highlights from the over-
all report include:

 � The combined net profit 
of  all municipal liquor op-
erations totaled $26.8 mil-
lion in 2013. This represents 
a decrease of  $500,522, or 1.8 
percent, from the amount 
generated in 2012.

 � During 2013, Minneso-
ta’s municipal liquor stores 
transferred $18.6 million of  
their profits to other city 
funds. This represents a de-
crease of  19.2 percent from 
the total net transfers made in 
2012. Net transfers totaled $7.0 
million among metro area 
establishments, compared to 
$11.6 million for greater Min-
nesota establishments.

 � Municipal liquor op-
erations located within the 
metro area are considerably 
larger and more profitable 
than their greater Minne-
sota counterparts. Although 
only 19 of  the 205 Minnesota 
cities, or 9.3 percent, that 
own and operate municipal 
liquor stores are located in 
the metro area, they repre-
sent 37 percent of  the total 
sales and 36.5 percent of  
the net profits of  municipal 
liquor operations. Sales by 
all metro area operations av-
eraged $3.2 million in 2013, 
compared to average sales 
of  $1.1 million for all greater 
Minnesota municipal liquor 
operations.
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Classifieds Place your ad today!

Call (218) 285-7411

ONLINE ADS

All of our classified ads are placed on our website,

www.ifallsjournal.com and can be searched by category

To place your ad
in Classifieds
please call:

218-285-7411

800 Tripple Mack Z 1996, new rebuild,
top to bottom new track, some extras,
$1,800. Call  218-283-9329 or 218-290-
4929.

Snowmachines          9936

1997  Dodge  Ram  Quad  Cab  4x4,
$2,000 o.b.o. Runs great!  283-4721.

 Trucks/Trailers        9917

2003 Chevy S10 ZR2
4x4, auto transmission, V6,

120,000 miles,  A/C, 
CD player, some rust. 

Asking $5,500.00  o.b.o.

218-283-8059

 Wheel Deals            9909

1999 FORD F-150 XLT EXT. CAB
runs great, 179,000 miles

$3,500 o.b.o.
218-324-1832

 Wheel Deals            9909

 Vehicles        9000 

 

 Part Time 8300 

$300 Sign on Bonus!

Server/Housekeeping
Room & Board included & Great Pay.

Now - Late March
($150 after 30 days/120 hrs and

$150 at end of season.)

Sportsman's Oak Island Lodge
Lake of the Woods, MN

www.oakisland lodge.com
Download and send application.

800-772-8411

Seasonal Positions 8500

Start the new year 

off right.

Get a job that pays

a liveable wage!

Looking  to  hire  immediately
One part-time driver in the Int'l.
Falls  area  starting  pay
$12.19/hour with regular pay 
increases

Questions? 
Call Scott 735-6802

Apply at 
http://www.aeoa.org/CAREERS

You must be 21 years old and
have  a  CDL with  a  passenger
endorsement (for those who do
not have their CDL, Arrowhead
Transit will provide the training
to obtain it).

 

 Part Time 8300 

Star Car of the
week

2300 Highway 53
Int’l Falls, MN 56649

218-283-3471

at Waschke Family GM Center

W
Waschke

FAMILY DRIVEN www.waschkegm.com

Showroom Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-1

Parts & Service Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 8-5

2001 LINCOLN TOWN CAR

4DR SDN EXECUTIVE

$1,990

LINSMEIER TRUCKING

A MN based company is now hiring

Company Drivers & Owner/Operators

to pull hopper bottom in the upper Mid-

west. Home weekends. Call 320/382-6644

NOW HIRING

Company OTR drivers. $2,000 sign on

bonus, flexible home time, extensive bene-

fits. Call now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

CASH TODAY

We’ll buy any car (any condition) + free

same day pick-up. Best cash offer guar-

anteed! Call for free quote: 855/977-9600

SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY BENEFITS

Unable to work? Denied benefits? We can

help! Win or pay nothing! Contact Bill

Gordon & Associates at 800/938-7051

to start your application today!

DISH TV RETAILER

Dish TV Retailer -Save! Starting $19.99/

month (for 12 months.) Free Pre-

mium Movie Channels. Free Equip-

ment, Installation & Activation. Call,

compare local deals!! 800/297-8706

GOT KNEE PAIN?

Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a

pain-relieving brace - little or no

cost to you. Medicare patients call

health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR

truck or boat to Heritage For The

Blind. Free 3 day vacation, tax de-

ductible, free towing, all paper-

work taken care of 800/439-1735

CANADA DRUG CENTER

is your choice for safe and affordable med-

ications. Our licensed Canadian mail order

pharmacy will provide you with savings

of up to 75% on all your medication needs.

Call today 800/259-1096 for $10.00 off

your first prescription and free shipping.

MISCELLANEOUSHELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

AUTOS WANTED


