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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Offi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.
gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Offi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
11 East Superior Street
Suite 125
Duluth, MN  55802
Phone:  218-464-5095
Fax:  218-464-5098

Brainerd Offi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Offi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Offi  ce:
1200 Washington Avenue

South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Offi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Offi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the 

editor or contributing to our online discussions. 
The Journal’s Opinion page is where meaningful 
community discussions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers
Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed and include 

the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city address will  be published.
Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail to 

laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

So Jonathan Gruber 
thinks the American 
people are stupid, does he?

Gruber is a complete 
nobody to most 
Americans, but his face 
should be on a Most 
Wanted poster in every 
Post Office.

He was one of the 
chief architects and 
cheerleaders for 
ObamaCare, aka the 
fraudulent Affordable 
Care Act that Republicans 
should be working 
overtime right now to 
repeal, not fix or reform.

Gruber exploded 
into the news cycle this 
week because of some 
things he said publicly 
last year about how 
Democrats were able to 
slip ObamaCare past the 
trusting citizenry.

In appearances in 
Philadelphia and St. 
Louis in 2013, Gruber was 
caught on video admitting 
ObamaCare passed 
because its architects 
deliberately made its 
funding mechanism 
confusing and took 
advantage of the “stupid” 
American public.

Gruber openly — and 
shamelessly — described 
the methods he and the 
administration’s co-
conspirators in Congress 
used.

“This bill was written 

in a tortured way to make 
sure CBO did not score 
the mandate as taxes,” he 
admitted.

“Lack of transparency 
is a huge political 
advantage. And basically, 
call it the ‘stupidity of 
the American voter’ or 
whatever, but basically 
that was really, really 
critical to getting the 
thing to pass.”

Of course, this 
is exactly what 
conservatives have been 
charging for years — that 
ObamaCare was a liberal 
Big Government con 
game.

Gruber tried to get 
off the hook, claiming 
his comments were “off 
the cuff.” But as he was 
appearing on MSNBC to 
apologize for his foolish 
honesty, a second video 
surfaced from 2013 in 
which he also called the 

public stupid.
Now on one point, I’ll 

agree with Gruber.
The American public 

— or at least a majority 
of American voters — 
was real stupid in 2008 
and especially in 2012 
when it put Obama in 
charge of the world’s most 
important country for 
eight years.

But the public can’t be 
blamed for ObamaCare, 
which was all false 
promises and lies.

Thanks to the deceit of 
Democrats in Washington 
and the soft coverage of 
the Obama health plan by 
the friendly liberal media, 
ObamaCare became law 
before anyone knew what 
was really in it or what it 
would really cost.

But once the American 
public was presented with 
the bill for ObamaCare, 
they weren’t so “stupid” 
anymore.

As they began to 
understand how awful 
Obama’s healthcare reform 
was, and how badly they 
were lied to, they got pretty 
smart real fast.

They began throwing 
out the Democrat bums in 
the House and Senate who 
passed ObamaCare. Last 
Tuesday’s election results 
were proof that Americans 
aren’t as stupid as the 
liberals who lie to them 

think.
When they get the truth 

from their government 
and the media, Americans 
show they’re a lot 
brighter than dishonest 
technocrats like Gruber.

Now it’s up to 
Republicans to provide 
the kind of leadership 
the country needs to 
recover from the Obama 
Recession.

The GOP has less than 
two years to prove to 
the American people it’s 
qualified and deserving 
of taking control of 
Washington.

It better get its internal 
act together, unclog the 
Reid law-jam in the Senate 
and rise to the challenge 
— starting yesterday.

If Republicans do it 
right, the American 
people will show how 
smart they really are by 
putting a conservative in 
the White House in 2016.

Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald 
Reagan, a political 
consultant, and the 
author of “The New 
Reagan Revolution” (St. 
Martin’s Press). His 
column is distributed 
exclusively by Cagle 
Cartoons newspaper 
syndicate. For info on 
using columns contact 
Sales at sales@cagle.
com.

Michael

REAGAN
MAKING SENSE

GUEST COLUMN

The American public gets smart

There’s no good reason 
for the Obama administra-
tion to continue holding up 
approval of the Keystone XL 
pipeline.

Environmental ques-
tions have all been an-
swered. Even Obama’s State 
Department determined 
the project would not add 
sig ni f icantly to global 
warming, alleviating the 
last and mostly political ob-
jection. Bipartisan support 
in the House and Senate 
has existed for more than 
a year. Two-thirds of the 
American public favor the 
project.

While the Obama ad-
ministration delayed the 
project with excuse after 
excuse, Congress eventu-

ally voted to go over the 
administration’s head. The 
House approved the project 
with a bipartisan vote in 
May 2013. The Senate had a 
standalone vote ready until 
it was bogged down by pro-
cedural issues. Still, many 
Democratic senators have 
been on record to approve 
Keystone.

While the Obama ad-
ministration tripped up 
approval with delays in its 
environmental reviews and 
said it was waiting on other 
entities, political observers 
made the case that Obama 
was holding off on the proj-
ect until after the election 
for fear of upsetting the 
environmental wing of the 
Democratic Party.

Well, the election is now 
over. And if there ever was 
a reason to hold the project 
in order to gain support 
from the Democratic base 
to win elections, those con-
siderations have vanished.

Other Democratic con-
st it uencies,  i ncludi ng 
unions, have long favored 
the pipeline that will trans-
port Canadian tar sands oil 
to Gulf Coast refineries. 
Experts say if the pipeline 
is not approved, the tar 
sands crude will simply 
find another way out of 
Canada and its U.S. eco-
nomic benefits will be lost.

Domestic oil production 
has risen 60 percent in the 
United States since 2008. 
We’re on the right track for 

reducing our dependence 
on foreign oil. While Key-
stone will transport from 
Canada, we’ve long had 
strong political and trade 
ties with our neighbor to 
the North.

New Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
will have the votes to ap-
prove the Keystone pipe-
line when the next Con-
gress convenes in January. 
It will have bipartisan 
support. Obama should 
approve it. It will be per-
haps the first effort by the 
newly divided government 
to show it can get things 
done for the American 
people

The Free Press of 
Mankato, Nov. 11

WHAT OTHERS SAY

Approve Keystone XL pipeline

Minnesotans are 
recognized long and far 
for their passion at the 
polls.

Since 1950, according to 
news reports, Minnesota 
voters have only twice 
failed to attain at least a 
50 percent voter turnout.

Statewide, we slipped 
a bit compared to other 
years, with a 51.3 percent 
voter turnout in last 
week’s election.

That makes Minnesota 
sixth-highest in the 
nation for voter turnout.

But we need not 
despair. Koochiching 
County voters have 
reason to be proud: 
Locally, Koochiching 
County voters turned out 
at a much higher rate, 
unofficially at 75 percent.

County Auditor/
Treasurer Bob Peterson 
said the Koochiching 
County rate was slightly 
up from the last non-
presidential election year 
in 2010, when it was closer 
to 70 percent.

There were slightly 
more voters registered 
for the November 
elections than the 
primary elections in 
August, which Peterson 
said was the result of a 
number of factors. Those 
ranged from students 
returning to Rainy River 
Community College to an 
increased interest in local 
races.

But Minnesota’s voter 
turnout slip shouldn’t be 

ignored.
Clearly, the fact this 

election did not feature 
a race for United States 
president played a role. 
Voters in these kinds 
of elections, known 
as midterm elections, 
regularly show less 
interest and aren’t 
expected to turn out at the 
same rate as presidential 
elections.

But just what caused 
this year’s drop in voter 
turnout statewide isn’t 
clear. Perhaps some time 
and effort should be spent 
on considering the factors 
that contributed to the 
lower turnout should this 
occur again.

Some reports suggest 
many Minnesotans, 
likewise many 
Americans, have lost 
faith in government 
and that may translate 
to losing interest in the 
elections that send Mr. 
Smith to Washington, 
or in this case St. Paul. 
Some reports wonder if 
candidate advertisements 
which feature more 
reasons to vote against 
someone rather than for 
someone are keeping 
people away from the 
voting booth.

Whatever the cause, 
we hope this is a one-time 
only statewide drop. The 
2016 elections, campaigns 
for which have which 
apparently begun, will push 
passionate Minnesotans 
again to the polls.

OUR VIEW

Consider factors 
in voter turnout
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