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FI RST AMEN DMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

OUR VIEW

No action
on win-win

We’re a little disappointed,
and perhaps confused,
about the inaction of the
International Falls City Council
to do something it appeared all
members supported.

And it seems like the sticking
point was not the cost of
something, or the inability to
agree on details, but instead
distrust of one another.

At issue is a state program
that certifies commercial and
industrial sites as shovel ready.
Once certified, the sites are
included in marketing efforts
by the Minnesota Department
of Employment and Economic
Development to prospective
buyers and developers. Last
month, the city’s Economic
Development Authority
Commission agreed to explore
the certification.

Sounds like a winning
situation, and it appears that
city officials agree on just
that. Despite a council motion
Monday to proceed with the
state certification for the
multimodal district, no action
was taken.

Instead, the council, it
appears, distrusted Mayor
Bob Anderson’s motives when
he said he was prepared to
lead the effort toward shovel-
ready certification. Councilor
Gail Rognerud first said she
supported Anderson’s initiative,
but later questioned whether the
council’s actions would usurp
EDA authority. Instead, she
withdrew her motion and asked
for the action to be delayed until
after the EDA Advisory Board
had a chance to weigh in.

Clearly, Anderson has some
concerns about city’s economic

and community development
director position created one
year ago. He made reference to
that fact when he asked Monday
who would have led the effort
one year ago. And he’s made
other statements that lead us to
the conclusion that he does not
support the position.

And while we questioned at
the time the process used to hire
former Mayor Shawn Mason,
we said there is room for an
economic development position
devoted to the city, instead
of balancing and justifying
the needs and expenditures
for economic development
throughout our large and
diverse Koochiching County.

Certainly, Mason should
be involved in city efforts to
diversify the local economy and
retain existing and create new
employment opportunities. But
we did not hear from Anderson
that she would not be involved.
He told the council he was
prepared to lead the effort
toward certification. That does
not seem out of line for a mayor.

Meanwhile, it’s time for
this council to lay its cards
on the table and have a frank
discussion about Mason’s
role in the city’s activities,
as well as the role of the EDA
Commission.

We believe each and every
member of this council and its
support staff have only the best
intentions for this community.
Disagreement is healthy, but
distrust is another issue. The
air ought to be cleared about
where our elected officials stand
on these issues to move forward
in a positive and healthy
manner.

How to contact your lawmakers

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111

Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan

2447 Rayburn House Office
Building

Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211

Website: www.nolan.house.gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Office of Congressman
Rick Nolan (TEMPORARY)

Gerald W. Heaney Federal Building
and United States Courthouse

515 West First Street, Room 235
Duluth, MN 55802

218-464-5095, 5096, 5097 and
5098

Brainerd Office of Congressman
Rick Nolan

Brainerd City Hall

501 Laurel Street

Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat

302 Hart Senate Office
Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Office:

Share your point of view

1200 Washington Avenue
South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220

Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat

Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641

Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton

130 State Capitol

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.

St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717

E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill

571 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd.

Capitol, Room 226

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606

Capitol Office phone:

(651) 296-8881

Email:

www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or contribut-
ing to our online discussions. The Journal’s Opinion page is where
meaningful community discussions take place.
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The Newr ECONONY:
PARTFTIME WORKERS

GUEST COLUMN

Why use local government?

When everything becomes a
priority, nothing is a priority.
Behind this important
leadership principle lies
the heart of the problem to
our national malaise. Our
Washington, D.C., leaders
have routinely demonstrated
a lack of focus on their role
in American government,
rather eagerly chasing after
the latest cause celebre issue,
regardless of whether it is more
appropriately a state matter. In
the military community, we’d
say they have been unable to
stay in their lane.

What’s the result of this lack
of disciplined focus? First,
we’ve witnessed areas we’d
expect national leadership
and oversight such as national
defense/security and border
security. ne just needs to
reflect on Benghazi, NSA, the
AP scandal and immigration.
Even further, the deplorable
level of services my fellow vets
(another federal responsibility)
receive upon return home is a
disgrace. Reports have shown
unacceptably long waiting
lists for veteran’s affairs,
particularly for mental health
services.

Second, when Washington
lacks disciplined focus in their
lane, the federal government
grows to epic proportions with
accompanying arrogance.
Reflect here on the IRS
scandals. Consider their
obscene Las Vegas junket
scandal, on one hand, or their
political targeting of certain
groups on the other hand -

even encouraged through
letters by a few U.S. senators.
Here, it should be noted this is
not an indictment on any one
administration or political
party, for the reality is that the
federal government is just too
big to be realistically managed
by any administration.

Finally, Washington’s
usurpation of many traditional
state government roles,
such as welfare, has led to
ineffective use of taxpayer
dollars and a terrible blow
upon many human spirits. The
war on poverty has been an
abysmal failure. Even non-
profits dealing in this area,
acknowledge witnessing a new
third generation of citizens
dependent on the government
rather than themselves.
Entitlement programs are
bursting.

What’s the answer? One
thing seems certain. The
solution is not to send more
politicians to Washington, D.C.,
who feel through cleverness,
the federal bureaucratic beast

WHAT OTHERS SAY

Synthetics fight leads to
education

Ifyou've ever wondered why it’s
called “the war on drugs” look no
further than today’s battle against
the growing access to and use of
synthetic drugs.

Legislatures nationwide are
routinely adopting new laws to
ban specific chemical products
made simply to match the ef-
fects of marijuana, cocaine and
the like. But even before those
laws take effect, illicit (often out-
of-country) engineers alter the
chemicalsjust enough to avoid the
new law but still give buyers their
high. And then the battle starts all
over again.

Worst of all, it doesn’t take an
adult to buy these legal products,
which often are labeled as “not for
consumption” and also don’t show
up on standard drug tests.

Minnesota is no different. Its
newest synthetic drug ban takes
effect Thursday. Not even its back-
ers, though, expect anything close

to a clear victory.

Honestly, there never will be a
complete victory over illicit drug
use. But as this board noted in
2010 _ when this synthetics battle
really began to ramp up after
several users died _ ground can
be gained with a multifaceted
approach.

The most important parts of
such an approach are an educated,
engaged community working in
concert with legislators and law
enforcement.

Despite growing publicity,
many people still don’t know just
how dangerous synthetic drugs
are to users. While deaths due to
synthetics make the most head-
lines, they also cause everything
from violent hallucinations to ir-
reversible brain damage.

Many people are equally un-
aware that minors can purchase
them. After all, there’s no age
requirement to buy incense, bath
salts or plant food _ all common
labels for synthetics.

can be managed through
building ‘a better mousetrap’.

As alocally elected county
commissioner, I've been
advocating devolution of
power from Washington,

D.C,, to the local level, close

to the people. One reason, it
makes no sense to attempt
solving largely local issues
through a one-size-fits-all
dictated solution from distance
Washington, D.C. Remember,
in Washington, D.C., 535
senators and congressmen,
largely from other states,
(actually 98 percent from
other states) make decisions
affecting Minnesotans. What
a tremendous inefficiency

to have Minnesotans’ hard-
earned dollars taken from
Washington, D.C., and
redistributed after their cut.
Why not keep our dollars for
our problems? You can bet we’d
watch these dollars with more
vigilance.

Finally, why devolve to local
elected officials? It’s not because
we are necessarily any smarter
or better people than those
serving in Washington. Rather,
it’s because we’re closer to the
font of wisdom: the American
citizen. Under this watchful
eye, if we make a ‘bonehead
decision’ we’re often booted
from office, unlike Washington
where the re-election rate is
routinely 95 percdent.

Dahlberg is an Iraq War
vet with 25 years military
service and currently
serves as a St. Louis County
commissioner.

Communities need to do more
than learn about these drugs.
What about sharing details on
where they are sold, perhaps even
legally picketing those places?
(You might be surprised to find
yourself at the convenience store
down the street.)

Meanwhile, elected officials
and law enforcement should in-
tensify their respective efforts.
For example, can laws be drafted
that restrict importation efforts?
Or can a buyer-registry system
be implemented similar to what
happened with pseudoephedrine
in the battle against meth? What
about stricter punishments for
violators?

Asforlaw enforcement, with so
many other challenges facing offi-
cers, it’s clear more resources will
be essential to escalating their
role. Still, though, that’s a worthy
investment when the enemy can
literally dodge the rules by just
moving around a few molecules.

St. Cloud Times, July 28

The Journal welcomes letters from readers

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be
signed and include the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city

address will be published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent
by e-mail to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.



