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CALLOF THEWILD

The Joumnal welcomes ideas for stories about people in our community
who have a unique hunting, fishing or outdoors tale.

Call the Journal at 285-7411

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Harsh winter’s effect on deer

BY PENNY BACKMAN

The harsh winter of 2013-
2014 has finally faded for the
season.

The deeper than average
snow and cold was sure-
ly a test of endurance for
even the most hardened
northland residents and
that includes the resident
wildlife. However, we need
to remember that our local
wildlife populations have
adapted to surviving harsh
winters. If they hadn’t, they
simply wouldn’t exist here
as this is not the first harsh
winter that the region has
endured and it definitely
won’t be the 1ast.

All wildlife species that
live in areas with the po-
tential for deep snow and
extreme cold exhibit adap-
tations that help them deal
with harsh winters. These
adaptations by no means
ensure that all individuals
will survive, and in some
instances, populations can
be significantly reduced
due to winter mortality.
However, they do allow suf-
ficient numbers of individu-
als to survive to maintain
the species and re-build the

populations once conditions
have moderated.

An excellent example of
this isthe white-tailed deer,
which has generated a con-
siderable amount of public
concern this winter. Deer
grow heavy winter coats
with long hollow hair that
helpsthem trap body heat to
keep warm. They also gain
extra fat in the late sum-
mer/early fall to help offset
declines in the availability
and quality of winter foods.
Their behavior also changes
during the winter and me-
tabolism slows. They reduce
their activity levels and
often move to good quality
thermal cover to help reduce
the amount of food they need
to maintain themselves.

The movement to winter
cover is very important as
the shallower snow depths
that often occur underneath
larger stands of mature co-
nifer trees allows for better
mobility, and the trees can
act as insulation that can
keeplocalized temperatures
a bit warmer. The heavy
canopy also protects the
animals from heat-robbing
winds.

Unfortunately, in severe
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$17.99
$14.99
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winters the struggle to
maintain body weight, espe-
cially for young fawns and
older bucks rundown by the
rut, can become too great
and they begin to succumb
to starvation or increased
levels of predation. Prime-
aged healthy animals are
much stronger and these are
the animals that are most
likely to survive. They also
have highest reproductive
potential of any segment of
the population and are the
key to rebuilding any losses
during subsequent breeding
seasons.

There is no question that
this winter was far harsher
than usual. It is likely that
significant numbers of indi-
vidual deer did not survive.
However, the survivors are
the healthiest and strongest
deer in the population. Deer
are resilient and rebound
quickly. Following the two
consecutive severe winters
of the late 1990s, the deer
population rebounded to pre-
severe winter levels within
years, and was at near re-
cord levels within five to six
years. With any luck, the
upcoming winters will be
milder and they should re-
cover their numbers within
afew years’ time.

Backman is the Minne-
sota Department of Natu-
ral Resources assistant
wildlife manager in Orr.
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Earth overtakes Saturn in May

BY DEANE MORRISON
University of Minnesota

Last month Earth caught
up to Mars in the orbital
race. In May, it’s Saturn’s
turn to be overtaken.

We lap the ringed planet
on the 10th, when the sun,
Earth and Saturn line up
and Saturn is at opposition,
or opposite the sun from
our point of view. Like a full
moon, the planet will rise
in the southeast at sunset
and be up all night, shin-
ing from the rather dim
constellation Libra.

In mid-evening, after
skies darken, we’ll be treat-
ed to the sight of all three
of the outer planets visible
to the naked eye, and all
will be bright. Jupiter, the
brightest, will be up in the
west-northwest; Mars in
the south, just northwest
of the bright star Spica, in
Virgo; and Saturn in the
east. If you have any trou-
ble spotting Saturn, it’ll be
the bright object above the
rising moon on the 14th.

Besides its lovely rings,
which are now tilted at a fa-
vorable angle of 22 degrees
from horizontal, Saturn
has the distinction of hav-
ing a very low density. The
planet is lighter than water
and would float inan ocean,
even a freshwater one, if
any were big enough. Sat-
urn’s orbit keeps it between
about 9 and 10 times as far
from the sun as Earth’s
average distance, and it
takes 29.5 years to complete
an orbit.

Speakingof rings, astron-
omers have just discovered

ooking so.utheast, 10 p.m. May 17

* Saturn

CORVUS

University of Minnesota Starwatch

Saturn will be the bright object above the rising

moon on May 14.

the first asteroid—and the
smallest known object—
with rings. It’s a rock called
Chariklo, just 155 miles in
diameter, orbiting between
Saturn and Uranus. Its dou-
ble ring is thought to come
from thedebris ofa collision.

Above Spica, see if you
can make out the Kkite-
shaped form of Bootes, the
herdsman. Thekite extends
northeastward from the
brilliant star Arcturus, the
brightest star in the north-
ern dome of sky. Arcturus
is also a bit of a maverick:
Instead of orbiting around
the disk of the Milky Way
like our sun and most other
stars, it is slicing down
through the disk, and at
great speed.

In the morning sky, Ve-
nus rises almost two hours
ahead of the sun. Our sister
planet is receding as it
heads toward the far side of
the sun, but it will be with
us for a few more months.

May’s full moon, known
tomany Algonquin Indians

as the full flower moon,
arrives at 2:16 p.m. on the
14th. We’ll have to wait till
around sunset to see it, but
as it rises against a pale
sky, what’s not to love?

The University of Min-
nesota offers public view-
ings of the night sky at its
Duluth and Twin Cities
campuses. For more infor-
mation and viewing sched-
ules, see:

® Duluth, Marshall W.
Alworth Planetarium:
www.d.umn.edu/planet

m Twin Cities, Minnesota
Institute for Astrophys-
ics (during fall and spring
semesters):www.astro.umn.
edu/outreach/pubnight

Check out the astronomy
programs at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota’s Bell
Museum ExploraDome:
www.bellmuseum.umn.
edu/ForGroups/Explora-
Dome/index.htm

Find U of M astronomers
and links to the world of
astronomy at http://www.
astro.umn.edu.

Get connected.\

Go to www.ifallsjournal.com for local news,

sports, politics, photos, video,

blogs and more.
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" Karsyn Wendt

Karsyn Wendt, Daughter of Ken and Sheila Wendt, is 1 of 100
people selected among thousands to tour with Up with People,
a non-profit organization, which provides community service,
teaches leadership, and uses the performing arts to deliver
messages of hope and goodwill throughout the world.

Fundraiser

Saturday, April 26t
5:00pm — 8:00pm
Littlefork Lutheran Church

Sloppy Joe, Chips, Beans, Pickles
Beverage and Dessert
*Free Will Offering*

*Raffles*
*Baked Goods*
*Fresh Homemade Lefse*

For More Info. Call 218-278-4557
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The Bronco Boys and Girls Track & Field teams
and the Track Booster Club would like to thank the
following sponsors for their support this season
on our annual Placemat Fundraiser. Thank you for
making our fundraiser a success!
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