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Koochiching County

SAP 036-332-001, Aggregate Base, Bit. Surface,
Storm Sewer and Conc. Curb & Gutter
BIDS CLOSE: Wednesday January 21, 2015 at

2:00 pm, local time

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS: Sealed proposals will
be received by the Board of County Commissioners of
Koochiching County, Int’l. Falls, Minnesota until Wednesday

January 21, 2015 at 2:00 pm, local time at the office of
the County Auditor/Treasurer in the Koochiching County
Courthouse 715 4th Street Int’l. Falls, Minnesota 56649
at which time they will be opened and read publicly for
the following:

Project Designation: SAP 036-332-001, Aggregate Base,
Bit. Surface, Storm Sewer and Conc. Curb & Gutter

Project Location: CSAH 332 - between TH 11/T.H. 71
Going East appx. 3 Miles to T.H. 53

Major Project Quantities include:

--appx. 78,086 CU YD Common Excavation
--appx. 25,879 CU YD Aggregate Base Class 5
--appx. 109,641 CU YD Select Granular Borrow
--appx. 28,328 TONS Bituminous
--appx. 8,387 LIN. FT. Storm Sewer
--appx. 27,347 Concrete Curb & Gutter

Project Completion Date: All work required under this
Contract, including turf establishment, shall be completed
prior to September 1, 2015, unless modified by the
Engineer with a written Contract Extension.

Proposals, Plans and Specifications are available at:

Koochiching County Highway Department
715 4th Street; Int’l. Falls, MN 56449
Phone 218 283 1184

Cost for Plans: Cost of 1 set of plans and proposals
is $75 (Minnesota State Sales Tax Included).
There is no cost for electronic plans/proposals;
electronic plans/proposals are available at
https://egram.co.koochiching.mn.us or (218) 283-1184
or email to joe.sutherland@co.koochiching.mn.us.

Bidder’s Bond: Bids must be accompanied by a certified
check or bidder’s bond made payable to the Treasurer of
Koochiching County in an amount not less than 5% of the
total bid.

Bid shall be plainly marked on the exterior of the containing
envelope: “CSAH 332 Grading 2015, Letting Date,

2:00 pm on Wednesday January 21, 2015”.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids,
to waive irregularities and informalities therein, and to award
the contract in the best interests of Koochiching County.

Dated at International Falls, Minnesota……………
December 10, 2014.

Joe Sutherland, Koochiching County Highway Engineer
Phone: 218-283-1186
Email: joe.sutherland@co.koochiching.mn.us
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Wallace John Kucera Jr., 
age 79, a lifelong resident of 
International Falls, Minn., 
pa sse d away sudden ly 
Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014.

Wallace was Minnesota’s 
first born in 1935. He was 
born just one minute after 
midnight Jan. 1, to Wallace 
and Marie (Ballard) Kucera 
on the family farm in Eric-
sburg, Minn.

After graduating from 
Falls High School, he enlist-
ed in the Army and served 
a tour of duty in Korea. He 
returned to International 
Falls following military 
service and gained employ-
ment at the local paper 
mill where he worked for 
14 years.

During this time he also 

assisted his dad with local 
well drilling until Nov. 4, 
1969, when he was disabled 
in a dynamite accident.

He entered into marriage 
in 1954 to Shirley Nelson 
and together they had five 
children.

Wallace enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, trapping, and other 
outdoor activities.

He is survived by his 
children, Wallace “Chip” 
Kucera III, Wayne (Kim) 
K u c e r a ,  R o c k y  ( D e b ) 
Kucera and Randy (Mau-
reen) Kucera, all of Ranier, 
Minn., and Kathy (Marty) 
Labs of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 
11 grandchildren, Nikki 
( Kevi n)  Boy u m, Casey 
Kucera,  Tony ( Bobbie) 
Kucera, Levi Kucera, John 

Kucera, Marty Labs, Zach-
ery (Mary) Labs, Kelsey 
( R i l e y)  Q u i n n ,  A d a m 
Kucera, Ben Kucera and 
Dylan Kucera; five sisters, 
Lillian (Walt) Skoglund, 
Marie (Sis)  Solo,  Ruth 
(Tommy) Stewart, Carole 
(Mitchell) Meyers and June 
Smart; four brothers, Leon-
ard Kucera, Chris (Bobbie) 
Kucera, Jim (Char) Kucera 
and Bill (Debra) Kucera; 
nine great-grandchildren; 
along with numerous niec-
es and nephews.

Wallace was preceded in 
death by his parents; broth-
ers, Joe and Helmer; and 
sister, Loraine.

A memorial service with 
f lag presentation will be 
conducted at 2 p.m. Thurs-

day, Dec.18, at Green-Lars-
en Mortuary.

Visitation will be one 
hour prior.

Condolences may be left 
at www.greenlarsen.com.

Arrangements are with 
Green-Larsen Mortuary 
Inc., International Falls.

Wallace John Kucera Jr., 79

Geraldine Mary (Mc-
Cabe) Dobie, 92, of Interna-
tional Falls, Minn., passed 
away Friday, Dec. 12, 2014, 
at the Good Samaritan So-
ciety-International Falls.

Gerry was born Aug. 3, 
1922, in her family’s home 
in Le Center, Minn. She 
was one of nine children.

On July 3, 1946, she was 
united in marriage to Ken-
neth Dobie of St. Peter, 
Minn. They moved to Ra-
nier, Minn., in 1951, where 
they lived above Harry 
Ericskon’s store.

From there, Gerry and 
Ken moved to a small rent-
al on Spruce Street for a 
couple of years and then 
purchased a home on Riv-

erside Drive in Ranier.
Gerry worked at the Mo-

tor Lodge across from Pig-
gly Wiggly (Super One) 
for several years, but her 
favorite job of all was be-
ing a loving mother to her 
family. While Ken worked 
for Boise, she spent her 
days raising seven wonder-
ful children and being the 
very best grandmother to 
their children.

She was an astounding 
cook and an even better 
baker. Her home seemed 
to always smell of warm 
blueberry muffins or pan 
friend sunfish. Gerry even 
took pleasure in washing 
and ironing clothes.

Outside the home, Gerry 

and her husband Ken were 
avid gardeners, growing 
both wonderful vegetables 
and beautiful roses. They 
traveled often, taking ei-
ther their motor home to 
Arizona or car and boat 
south to Orr, Minn., where 
they would fish on Pelican 
Lake.

In her free time she en-
joyed picking blueberries, 
going for walks, knitting, 
crocheting, and embroider-
ing. There are still many of 
her dish towels gracing her 
family’s homes.

Gerry loved talking at 
great lengths, even to peo-
ple she didn’t know. She 
loved people.

She was a very devout 

C at hol ic ,  s a n g  i n  t he 
church choir at St. Thomas 
for years, and served in the 
Tabernacle Society and 
participated in Adoration 
as well.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Am-
brose and Margaret Mc-
Cabe; brother, Anthony 
McCabe; and sisters, Aggie 
Gjerde and Helen McCabe.

Gerry is survived by her 
sons, Kenneth (Carolyn) 
Dobie of Shelton, Wash., 
Dick (Theo) Dobie of Ken-
newick, Wash., and Jim 
(Wendy) Dobie of Helena, 
Mont.; daughters, Char-
lotte (Jerry) Lindquist of 
Bu f fa lo,  Mi nn.,  Donna 
(Tom) Baron of Interna-

tional Falls, Kathy (An-
dres) Nelson of Brooklyn 
Park, Minn., and Kelley 
Dobie of Northfield, Minn.; 
16 grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren; brother, 
Ralph McCabe; and sisters, 
Rose Fredrickson, Betty 
Koch, Donna F rey and 
Margaret Lind.

Mass of the Resurrection 
will be conducted at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, at St. 
Thomas Catholic Church.

Visitation will be one 
hour prior to service.

Rosary will begin at 10.
Interment will be at St. 

Thomas Catholic Ceme-
tery, International Falls.

Memorials are preferred 
to St. Thomas Catholic 

Church or the Good Samar-
itan Society-International 
Falls.

Condolences may be left 
at www.greenlarsen.com.

Arrangements are with 
Green-Larsen Mortuary 
Inc., International Falls.
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marketing.
In the true sense of “IBM 

– I’ve been moved,” Joe and 
his family lived in six states 
across the United States 
before settling in Raleigh.

M a ny of  h i s  c lo s e st 
friends were fellow IBMers 
and even his customers. 
Joe retired from IBM after 
30 years but continued his 
work in marketing consult-
ing for Fred Meyer, Pep 
Boys, and Mrs. Fields Cook-
ies, until finally retiring 
to enjoy spending his time 
traveling, playing golf, and 
volunteering for the Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle.

He loved his wife, his 
children and grandchil-
dren, convertibles, skiing, 
travel, Holden Beach and 
good wine. Joe also loved 
golfing and was a long time 

member of North Ridge 
Country Club. Our thanks 
go to NRCC members and 
staff who were central to 
the wonderful times that he 
spent there.

Joe is survived by his 
loving wife of 23 years, 
Linda Drummond; his chil-
dren, Jay Bucklen and his 
wife Eileen, Katie Buck-
len and her husband John 
Lin, Chris Drummond and 
Wurth Hosch, and Allison 
(Drummond) Stewart and 
her husband Chris; and 
his fabulous grandchil-
dren, Ian and Simon Lin, 
Samantha Bucklen and J.B. 
Stewart.

Despite struggling in his 
later years with Alzheim-
er’s and heart disease, Joe 
never lost his “Minnesota 
nice.” Joe was a wonder-

ful, kind and loving man. 
It is truly a testament to his 
loving nature that despite 
his disease, he managed 
to maintain a positive and 
gracious attitude.

He was loved deeply by 
many. The world has lost a 
really good guy.

Many thanks to Veron-
ica, Neisha, Saletha, Pa-
sacha, and T’meka from 
Perpetual Homecare and 
Mia, Joan and Jacque from 
Transitions Hospice for 
their kind and loving care.

Family received friends 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 15, at Brown-Wyn-
ne Funeral Home, 300 St. 
Mary’s St.

A memorial was con-
ducted at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 16, in the funeral home 
chapel.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle (www.
foodshutt le.org) or A l-
zheimer’s NC (www.alznc.
org).

Condolences to the family 
at www.BrownWynne.com.

Brown-Wynne Funer-
al Home, Raleigh, was in 
charge of arrangements.

Joel ‘Joe’ Bucklen

Van Lynn P. Wilcox, 71, of 
International Falls, Minn., 
died Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014, 
at Essentia Health-St. Mary’s, 
Duluth, Minn.

Van was born to Paul and 
Bernice (McIntyre) Wilcox 
on March 30, 1943, in Interna-
tional Falls and was a lifelong 
resident.

He graduated from Falls 
High School in 1961.

After graduation he served 
in the United States Navy 
from 1961 to 1965 and re-
turned to International Falls 
and worked for the Falls 
Credit Bureau.

Van purchased the Falls 
Credit Bureau in 1976 and 
retired in 2012 after many 

years as an accountant, spe-
cializing in tax preparation.

Van married the former 
Karin Carlson on Aug. 19, 
1967, at St. Thomas Catholic 
Church.

He enjoyed traveling, fish-
ing, hunting, camping, Elks 
bowling, spending time at 
his shack, and spoiling his 
dog, “Rudy.”

Van was a member of the 
Elks Lodge and a past Ex-
alted Ruler at the Elks and 
held other positions. He was 
president of the Elks Bowling 
for 15 years and a member of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Bernice Ju-
lien; son, Corday “Corey” 

Wilcox; brother, Marty Wil-
cox; and special friend, Leroy 
Belanger.

Van is survived by his 
wife, Karin Wilcox of Inter-
national Falls; sons, Kale 
Wilcox of Brainerd, Minn., 
and Kirby Wilcox of Interna-
tional Falls; daughter, Dawn 
(Bill) Imhof of Littlefork, 
Minn.; seven grandchildren, 
Marti Lynn, Gannon and 
Alec Wilcox, Anna Imhof, 
Eric and Tyler White and 
Zach Mcdougall; father, Paul 
Wilcox of Ranier, Minn.; 
brother, Ronald Wilcox of Ra-
nier; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

A Celebration of Life 
will be conducted at 4 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 18, at the Elks 
Lodge.

Condolences may be left at 
www.greenlarsen.com.

Arrangements are with 
Green-Larsen Mortuary Inc., 
International Falls.
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Darryl L. Kelly Jr. passed 
away Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014, 
at Cherokee Village, Ark.

He was born May 10, 
1985, in McAllister, Okla.

He loved playing video 
games, rock collecting, and 
just being outdoors.

He is survived by his 
mother, Pamela Kelly of 
Cherokee Village; father, 
Darryl Kelly Sr. (Jacque-

line Nielsen) of Camano 
Island, Wash.; sister, Dani-
elle Reid-Kelly of Billings, 
Mont. ; maternal grand-
mother, Ella Bradley of 
Cherokee Village; grand-
father, Owen Armstrong of 
Lebanon, Tenn.; and pater-
nal grandmother, Sharron 
Westerberg of Littlefork, 
Minn.

He will also be missed by 

many aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Two celebrations of his 
life are planned — the first, 
May 10, 2015, in Chero-
kee Village, where a Blue 
Spruce will be planted in 
his memory; and the sec-
ond, a memorial service 
in Littlefork for his north-
ern family and friends, in 
June.

Darryl L. Kelly Jr. 

community
OBITUARIES
The Journal publishes paid obituaries in Wednesday and Saturday editions 
and on its Web site at www.ifallsjournal.com. 

For more information, call Tammie Calder at 285-7411

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Joel Douglas Bucklen.

The only son of Gladys 
and Harry Bucklen, “Joe” 
(as he was known) was born 
in Bemidji, Minn., on Nov. 
15, 1941.

He died at home in Ra-
leigh, N.C., Friday, Dec. 12, 
2014, surrounded by family 
and friends.

Joe grew up in northern 
Minnesota, attended the 
University of Minnesota 
and upon graduation went 
to work for IBM in Minne-
apolis.

He began his career as 
a systems engineer work-
ing on wiring boards, and 
after finding his true talent 
worked his way to manage-
ment position in sales and 


