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BY EMILY GEDDE

Staff Writer

When Joann Dorn-
hecker’s family was un-
able to make it home for 
Thanksgiving 21 years 
ago, she decided to fill 
a need and volunteer at 
the Salvation Army’s 
Thanksgiving dinner.

More than two de-
cades later, Dornheck-
er says she and her 
husband, Jim, can’t 
imagine spending the 
holiday any other way.

“From the first din-
ner, we could see that 
there was definitely a 
need to hold a dinner 
in I. Falls for those who 
either had no family to 
celebrate the holiday 
with or those who could 
not afford to buy all the 
food required to have a 
traditional Thanksgiv-
ing dinner,” she said. 
“People were so grate-
ful and expressed that 
to the volunteers. It 
was heartwarming to 
be able to do this for 
our community.”

The Salvation Ar-
my’s annual commu-
nity Thanksgiving din-
ner is set for 11:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Nov. 28 at 
the Elk’s Lodge 1599, 215 
Third Street. And Bev-
erly Mayfield, envoy 
at the Salvation Army, 
expects this year’s feast 
to be the best yet.

“Last year, we had 
about 50 0 people at-
tend,” she said. “We are 
anticipating to have 
about 500, if not more, 
people come this year.”

Anyone in the com-
munity is welcome to 
attend the dinner, re-
gardless of income or 
any other situation.

“ E ve r yone  i s  i n -
vited,” Mayfield said. 
“Thanksgiving can be 
a sad time for people 
who may not have a 
family and this is an 
opportunity to spend 
it with others. Or, fami-
lies who just want to 
come, can. It is like 
one big, community 
family.”

Dornhecker says she 
agrees.

“(Attending the din-
ner) is a great time to 
visit and see people 
that perhaps you don’t 
see at any other time of 
the year,” she said. “It 
is a great feeling of peo-
ple working together to 
have a holiday dinner 
for the community...It 
is a great way to start 
the holiday season.”

May field said the 
dedication and com-
mitment of the din-
ner ’s  volu nte er s  i s 
what makes the event 
successful. She said 
without them, the meal 
wouldn’t be possible.

“We have volunteers 
of all ages,” she said. “It 
is so wonderful to see 
all the help we receive.”

Dornhecker said vol-
unteering at the dinner 
has become a family 
affair.

“Jim is the potato 
guy, he has made all 
the potatoes for many 

years,” she said. “Our 
granddaughter, Meg-
gan, started helping 
with us and now she 
comes as a volunteer 
for  t he  F a l l s  H i g h 
School Student Coun-
cil.”

This year, 24 turkeys 
have been ordered to be 
cooked and prepared 
by Stewart’s Super One 
Foods.

“We find that this 
many turkeys feeds 
about 500 people,” May-
field said. “We’ve never 
run out, but we’ve come 
close.”

Take-out meals are 
also offered for those 
who are unable to trav-
el to the event. May-
field said anyone need-
ing a meal can cal l 
the Salvation Army at 
283-3394 or the Elk’s 
Lodge at 283-3440 to be 
put on a list.

Both Mayfield and 
D o r n h e c ke r  vowe d 
people who attend the 
Thanksgiving meal will 
not be disappointed.

“(The dinner) fills 
a need in the commu-
nity and everyone who 
at tends t a kes away 
something – from a 
great dinner, to visit-
ing with loved ones, 
to seeing people that 
t hey have not  se en 
all year,” Dornhecker 
said. “There is a festive 
feeling in the room and 
I have never seen any-
one leave grumpy.”

Mayfield offered her 
gratitude and blessings 
to those who volunteer 
at and attend the feast.

“I hope to see every-
one there,” she said. “It 
is going to be such a fun 
time.”

Time to give thanks
Salvation 
Army gears 
up for annual 
Thanksgiving 
dinner

BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

As a part of a larger 
st udy of  t he ef fects  of 
changing the rule curves 
that govern area lake lev-
els, two airplanes f lew 
over Rainy Lake in the last 
couple weeks gathering 
data about the shoreline 
and bottom surfaces.

Voy a g eu r s  N at io n a l 
Park Superintendent Mike 
Ward said the data gath-
ering is known as bathy-
metric LIDAR and is one 
of 18 ongoing studies that 
will help the International 
Joint Commission evalu-
ate the latest revision to 
its rule curves that govern 
the levels of the area lakes, 
including Rainy.

The revision to the rule 
curves made on Jan. 6, 
2000, came with a clause 
that the effects on the re-
sources and use of the lake 
be reviewed after the 18 
studies are completed at 
end of 2015.

“All the agencies are 
scrambling to get the proj-
ects done and at that point, 
all the information will 
come together and it will 
probably take a year or 

two to make 
a  de ci sion 
a b o u t  t h e 
rule curves 
based on that 
i n f o r m a -
tion,” said 
Ward. “A l l 
the work is 
being done 
to determine 
w h e t h e r 

they should modify the rule 
curve.”

V N P e c olog i st  Rya n 
Maki is serving as program 
manager for all the studies 
being conducted by vari-
ous agencies and officials 
in Minnesota and Ontario.

The IJC, he said, has pro-
vided funding through the 
state departments of both 
countries for the bathymet-
ric LIDAR project.

LIDAR stands for light 
detection and ranging, and 
bathymetric LIDAR sys-
tems use laser pulses re-
ceived at two frequencies. 
In this case information is 
being collected about the 
bottom surfaces as well as 
the vegetative growth.

“What they’re trying to 
do is get good mapping of 
the surface and the water,” 
said Ward. “It’s a baseline 

type thing and all studies 
will tie into that. A lot of the 
other studies are depending 
on this mapping.”

Earlier flights were un-
successful at providing 
the needed data because 
of early ice in some of the 
back bays.

And, Ward noted, the 
system is mapping all of 
Rainy Lake on both sides of 
the border, not just within 
Voyageurs.

Flights part of a larger 
study of rule curve

“What they’re 
trying to do is get 
good mapping 
of the surface 
and the water. 
It’s a baseline 
type thing and 
all studies will tie 
into that. A lot of 
the other studies 
are depending on 
this mapping.”
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