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Voluntary program
intended to assist families

BY LAUREL BEAGER
Editor

Koochiching County so-
cial workers often get calls
reporting concerns about
the welfare of children liv-
ing with family, friends and
neighbors.

But some of those calls
about children don’t meet
established criteria that
allow for county interven-
tion, said Terry Murray,
director of Koochiching
County Community Ser-
vices.

“A lot of times we think
there could be help pro-
vided to the families, but
by federal and state statute,
we’re not able to,” he said.

A new state initiative,
Parent Support Outreach
Program, will allow county
staffto assist some families
to avert future concerns
that may avoid further
intervention in the future.

“This is giving counties
the opportunity to pursue
these cases to provide par-
ent support,” he said of the
program. “Now, when there
are cases that people are
concerned about we can
go out and help with this
program and give help to
families to help keep their
children at home and help
raise their children,” he
said.

While the PSOP has not
yet been implemented in
Koochiching County, Mur-
ray said staff are very ex-
cited about its potential to
keep families together and
on the right track.

Murray said participa-
tion the program is volun-
tary. And that’s important
because some people feel
like any kind of govern-
ment assistance is an in-
trusion into their private
lives. He said families who
choose not to participate
don’t have to, but he said
in other areas where the
program has already been
implemented half of fami-

lies offered the program
took the opportunity.

“Thisisapositivething,”
he said. “Human services is
often looked at like we come
when we react to a problem.
We’re not proactive and
provide services to help.
This is another program
that’s out to help families
and not wait until it’s too
late and we have to remove
children for one reason or
another.”

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Human Services
will provide $17,000 to the
county for its participation,
he said. And while that may
not seem like alot, he said it
allows his agency to access
other funding streams. The
money will be used to fund
a full-time child protection
social worker. Murray said
at one time his agency em-
ployed six child protection
workers, and is now at two.
While contracting some
of the work out to a local
service provider helped,
the additional staff member
will help the agency to keep
up with its case loads and
implement the program.

The PSOP may help to
reduce future case loads by
heading off family issues
before they require the
county’s full attention, he
said. In some cases, it’s not
unusual for his office to get
reports of concern about a
child on a daily basis.

Participation in the
program may also allow
families to tap into a “flex
account” to meet costs as-
sociated with school supply
needs, groceries, rent and
utilities. He said that may
serve as an incentive for
some struggling families to
participate in the program.

“This will do nothing
but help us,” he said of the
program.

Murray recently pro-
vided the following mate-
rial about the program to
the Koochiching County
Board.
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The Parent Support
Outreach Program helps
families in many ways in-
cluding:

B Helps families build
connections with relatives,
friends and community
members.

B Supports families in
their efforts to provide
healthy, nurturing homes
free of abuse and neglect.

m Uses limited funds in
creative ways to best meet
families’ needs.

B Gives workers access to
a flexible fund to help fami-
lies meet their needs, sure
as utility and rental assis-
tance, car repairs, clothing
and grocery vouchers, and
school supplies.

B Provides funds for
therapeutic services such
as in-home family counsel-
ing, or parent education,
or helps pay for outpatient
counseling or chemical de-
pendency treatment.

W Helps families pay for
after-school programs for
children, gym member-
ships, child care costs, fam-
ily recreational opportuni-
ties, or other services that
enhance child and family
well-being.

Families are eligible if
they:

B Have two or more risks
associated with child abuse
and neglect.

B Areresponsible for the
care of atleast one child age
10 or younger.

Risk factors include but
are not limited to:

B Substance abuse

® Domestic violence

m Behavioral health con-
cerns for parents and chil-
dren

B Past history of abuse
or neglect

B Homelessness

Most referrals for the
program come from:

B Screened-out child
maltreatment reports

H Self-referrals by parent
or guardian

B Community referrals
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SPRING DINNER
Sunday, April 6, 2014

Serving from 12 noon to 3pm
Menu includes ham, cheesy augratin
potatoes, calico beans and
assorted desserts
FREEWILL DONATION ACCEPTED.
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Local couple AJ and Courtney Knutson recently won a $500 trip
contest from BringMeTheNews, a Minnesota news story aggregator
started by Rick Kupchella. They picked Las Vegas because it’s the
best trip for the money, Courtney said, and they hope to go by the
end of May, before it gets too hot in Las Vegas. They were married in
September, and plans for a honeymoon fell through after AJ lost his
job at the local paper mill. On their trip, Courtney said, “we’re going
to walk The Strip, see a Cirque du Soleil show, see the Grand Canyon

and the Hoover Dam.”

MPCA seeks lake ice data

MPCA STAFF REPORT

Though it seems this
harsh winter will never
end, the big spring thaw
has arrived across much
of Minnesota. The Min-
nesota Pollution Control
Agency is asking citizens
to document one of the
most important indicators
of spring for our state —the
date on which ice disap-
pears from a lake, or lake
ice-off.

Lake ice-off is an impor-
tant milestone for the state
each year, particularly for
anglers and water enthusi-
asts who’ve been waiting
all winter to launch their
crafts —and themselves —
into the water again. But
lake ice data — the dates
of both its appearance and
disappearance — could

also be an indicator of
changing climate trends.
The MPCA collects ice-on
and ice-off data and makes
it available to researchers
and the Department of
Natural Resources’ State
Climatology Office. The
more data available to re-
searchers, the better they
can track climate trends
and their effects on lake
health, local wildlife, and
citizen lake use. Citizen
observers make it possible
to maintain records of ice
data across the state on a
huge numbers of lakes.
The MPCA defines ice-
off as the date when ice is
essentially gone from the
lake. If there is some ice
pushed up on shore, but the
water is ice-free, the ice is
considered to be out. Nor-
mally, lakes do not refreeze

in the spring once the ice
has gone, but if ice does
form again after the major-
ity of it has melted, record
both dates of ice-on and ice-
off for the spring. The most
important thing is for the
observer to document their
own perception of ice-off
for the lake in question. For
one observer, that might
mean the ability to navi-
gate a boat from one point
to another; for another, it
might mean that a lake is
ice-free as far as they can
see from their house. It is,
however, critical for each
observer to use consistent
criteria from year to year.
All ice-off dates, any
clarifying definitions, and
questions can be emailed
directly to the MCPA’s ice
data collection program at
ice.pca@state.mn.us.
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Parents Pawl and Emily Amerad,
along with big sisten Bella Mlanie
announce the aviisal of

Bo Elcyabett

7lbs 60z, 19.5” long, on 2/06/14
at 6:33PM at the Rainy Lake
Medical Center.

Maternal Grandparents:
June Morrison and Joel and
Stephanie Morrison

Maternal Great Grandfather:
John Morrison

Paternal Grandparents:
Dave & Joanne Amerud

Paternal Great Grandparents:
Gordon Amerud & Jan Turban
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND...BELIEVE YOUR EYES...

| SALE ON CASH

Limited time offer. Sale ends June 15th or when total sales hit $10,000.
Buy any amount in Chamber Dollars : « 5200
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Put that, PLUS 10% more back in your pocket!!

BUY $100
BUY $200

Vse Chamber Dallans just like cashl!
-GET $110

-GET $220

“Local Shopping Keeps
the Local Economy Turning”

3 LISTEN TO K104 THROUGH APRIL FOR THE CHAMBER’S
SALE ON CASH CALL-IN CONTEST. YOU COULD WIN $500.00!

HOW OFTEN DO YOU GET A DEAL ON CASH?

International Falls Area
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GET ONE TODAY AT THE CHAMBER £
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COOPER TIRES
VISA PREPAID CARD

MARCH 1 - APRIL 15, 2014
When you buy a new set of four qualifying tires today,
You'll get a Visa Prepaid Card worth up to $80 by mail.
$80 Reward — A/T?, CTS

$70 Reward — Cooper Zeon RS3-A

Cooper Zeon RS3-S

" $60 Reward — CS4, HFT3; H/T, H/T Plus
$50 Reward — CS3
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... TRAILERS *® TIRES ® FuLL SERVICE GARAGE =
2200 2nd Ave., International Falls, MN ¢ M-F 8-5, Sat 8-Noon

(218) 373-0373 « www.AllSeasonEquipmentinc.com
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