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Water leak damages more
than ceiling for neighbors

DEAR ABBY: I live
in an apartment and re-
cently had a serious leak
come through my bath-
room ceiling. I called
maintenance and texted
my upstairs neighbor,
who asked me when they
were coming. I respond-
ed thatIdidn’t know and
I wasn’t sure whether
they’d have to go up to
her apartment or not.

Well, they went to her
apartment first. She was
VERY upset and mes-
saged me a dozen more
times to let me know
how stressed she was,
that she was crying and
afraid she would get
evicted from her apart-
ment because she has
a dog she failed to put
on her lease. She ended
by saying “next time” I
should let her know in
advance. Abby, I DID let
her know. But I guess
she wants more notice
next time she causes
an emergency, so she’ll
have more time to hide
her dog.

So — I’'m supposed
to let my apartment get
more water damage to
give her time to hide an
animal she should’ve
put on her lease years
ago and be paying pet
rent for? I feel like she
was trying to make me
feel bad when she’s the
one who is wrong for be-
ing irresponsible. Why
do I have to cater to her
needs first? Should I feel
bad? — LEAKY MESS
IN THE WEST

DEAR ABBY

DEAR LEAKY
MESS: You do not have
to accept the guilt trip
your neighbor laid on
you or “cater” to her. You
handled the situation
appropriately and have
nothing to apologize for.
When the “good neigh-
bor policy” was written,
she must have been out
to lunch.

DEAR ABBY: I got
COVID from a friend
who came to our book
club even though her
husband was ill. When
she texted us a few days
later about his positive
test, I told her I was now
sick. She called and lefta
message that she felt bad
if she had given me COV-
ID, but she has shown no
concernsince. I have had
long-term COVID chest
pain for three months,
but she’s never sent a
card or called to see how
I am. I reached out to
her several times and
even brought her a birth-
day gift, but she doesn’t
seem to care that I'm
not well. It’s awkward
because we’re neighbors

and in several groups
together. How can I save
this friendship? — RE-
COVERING IN CALI-
FORNIA

DEAR RECOVER-
ING: How can YOU save
this friendship? Lady,
YOU are the injured
party. This woman may
be a neighbor, but she
isn’t acting like a friend.
Call her and clear the air
about how the situation
has made you feel. When
you see her, be civil and
keep your distance. If
she had been less self-
centered, she wouldn’t
have exposed you and the
other book club members
to what her husband had
— even if it was “only” a
common cold.

DEAR ABBY: What
are the three most im-
portant things parents
should instill in their
children in their forma-
tive years? — WON-
DERING IN ARIZONA

DEAR WONDER-
ING: In my opinion, the
three most important
things would be empa-
thy, that they are loved
and curiosity.

Dear Abby is written
by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded
by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear
Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.
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TO EAT CORN ON THE COB.

I

4
1=y
3
a.

[
o
o
]
3
n
14
[
]
3

©Tundra 2021_

Hagar the Horrible

I'M HAVING A TOUGH
TIME FALLING ASLEEP/

IT% ONLY BEEN FIVE MINUTES
SINCE YOU WOKE UP FROM
YOUR. AFTERNOON NAP.”
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VB WAL AT HA!
TUATS MY
FAVORITE PaRT!

Dilbert

I MEAN, THEX CANBE
WHIN%, DISRESPECTFUL,
EXPENSIVE, MESSK..,

WE'ZE S0 MUCH ALIEE THAT
SOMETIMES T THINK WE
COULD BE TWING.

, By VG FEMVRES SymDILATE 624

BUTSAvoU
DIDNTUSE
HOURSELF AS
THEEXAMPLE.
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I FEEL A DEEP
NEED TO BELITTLE
YOUR OPINION, BUT IT
WOULD BE AWKWARD
DOING IT IN PERSON.

@SCOTTADAMSSAYS

DILBERT.COM

WOULD YOU MIND
MOVING AWAY FROM
ME SO I CAN EMATIL
YOU MY INSULT?
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