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HELOISE’S KITCHENEERING

BY HELOISE

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 

every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no 

math involved. The grid has numbers, 

but nothing has to add up to anything 

else. You solve the puzzle with reason-

ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging. 

It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 

to 30 minutes, depending on your 

skill and experi-

ence. The solution 

for today’s puzzle 

will be published in 

Saturday’s paper. 

Or you can go to 

www.sudoku.com 

to find the solution.

COMICS

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Zits

Baby Blues

Dilbert

DEAR ABBY: I live 
in an apartment and re-
cently had a serious leak 
come through my bath-
room ceiling. I called 
maintenance and texted 
my upstairs neighbor, 
who asked me when they 
were coming. I respond-
ed that I didn’t know and 
I wasn’t sure whether 
they’d have to go up to 
her apartment or not. 

Well, they went to her 
apartment first. She was 
VERY upset and mes-
saged me a dozen more 
times to let me know 
how stressed she was, 
that she was crying and 
afraid she would get 
evicted from her apart-
ment because she has 
a dog she failed to put 
on her lease. She ended 
by saying “next time” I 
should let her know in 
advance. Abby, I DID let 
her know. But I guess 
she wants more notice 
next time she causes 
an emergency, so she’ll 
have more time to hide 
her dog. 

So — I’m supposed 
to let my apartment get 
more water damage to 
give her time to hide an 
animal she should’ve 
put on her lease years 
ago and be paying pet 
rent for? I feel like she 
was trying to make me 
feel bad when she’s the 
one who is wrong for be-
ing irresponsible. Why 
do I have to cater to her 
needs first? Should I feel 
bad? — LEAKY MESS 
IN THE WEST

D E A R  L E A K Y 
MESS: You do not have 
to accept the guilt trip 
your neighbor laid on 
you or “cater” to her. You 
handled the situation 
appropriately and have 
nothing to apologize for. 
When the “good neigh-
bor policy” was written, 
she must have been out 
to lunch.

DEAR ABBY: I got 
COVID from a friend 
who came to our book 
club even though her 
husband was ill. When 
she texted us a few days 
later about his positive 
test, I told her I was now 
sick. She called and left a 
message that she felt bad 
if she had given me COV-
ID, but she has shown no 
concern since. I have had 
long-term COVID chest 
pain for three months, 
but she’s never sent a 
card or called to see how 
I am. I reached out to 
her several times and 
even brought her a birth-
day gift, but she doesn’t 
seem to care that I’m 
not well. It’s awkward 
because we’re neighbors 

and in several groups 
together. How can I save 
this friendship? — RE-
COVERING IN CALI-
FORNIA

DEAR RECOVER-
ING: How can YOU save 
this friendship? Lady, 
YOU are the injured 
party. This woman may 
be a neighbor, but she 
isn’t acting like a friend. 
Call her and clear the air 
about how the situation 
has made you feel. When 
you see her, be civil and 
keep your distance. If 
she had been less self-
centered, she wouldn’t 
have exposed you and the 
other book club members 
to what her husband had 
— even if it was “only” a 
common cold.

DEAR ABBY: What 
are the three most im-
portant things parents 
should instill in their 
children in their forma-
tive years? — WON-
DERING IN ARIZONA

DEAR WONDER-
ING: In my opinion, the 
three most important 
things would be empa-
thy, that they are loved 
and curiosity.

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne 
Phillips, and was founded 
by her mother, Pauline 
Phillips. Contact Dear 
Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Water leak damages more 
than ceiling for neighbors

DEAR ABBY

Previous Cryptoquote: HOPE IS LIKE PEACE. IT IS

NOT A GIFT FROM GOD. IT IS A GIFT ONLY WE CAN

GIVE ONE ANOTHER. — ELIE WIESEL

Previous Puzzle

Saturday’s answer

Stop, drop and roll
Dear Readers: Ever 

had your clothes catch 
on fire, or your child’s 
clothes ignite, or your 
skin or hair catch on fire? 
STOP, DROP and ROLL 
is an easy-to-remember 
and effective method to 
extinguish clothing and 
fires on the skin and hair.

1. STOP right where 
you are when you first 
realize you are in trou-
ble. You don’t want to 
cause airflow to “fan the 
flames.”

2. DROP to your knees, 
and lie down if possible. 
Important: If you are able, 
cover your face with your 
hands to protect your 
hair, eyes, ears, nose and 
mouth.

3. ROLL to smother 
any flame and deprive it 
of oxygen. If you are on 
an area rug, you can roll 
yourself into the rug to 
create a barrier between 
the fire and you.

Ensure young chil-
dren understand that 
STOP, DROP and ROLL 
is for an actual imme-
diate live f ire threat 
and danger. If they hear 
a fire alarm or siren, 
they must safely, quickly 
and calmly evacuate the 
building, with the help of 
an adult. — Heloise

Organization nation 
— it’s not easy being 

green
Dear Readers: Decorat-

ing with plants indoors 
suggests a clean, color-
ful, bright and healthy 
environment. Not a green 
thumb to be had in the 
family? There are some 
beautiful artificial plants 
and trees on the market 
nowadays. Check them 
out. — Heloise

More on midcentury 
modern

Dear Readers: Several 
weeks ago, we discussed 
the characteristics, style 
and charm of the mid-
century modern home: 
clean, unfettered looks, 
no clutter, no f lowery 
design elements, lots of 
long, low and lean lines, 
etc. 

Sounds great, right? 
Hold the phone. Here are 
some drawbacks to the 
mid-century modern ele-
ment:

— The open floor plan 
of midcentury modern 
does not lend itself to 
privacy. You may have 
several areas in the home 
(dining, living, kitchen) 
that f low, one into the 
other, with no walls in 
between and no sound 
cushion.

— This open design 
makes heating, cooling 
and insulating the space 
difficult and more expen-
sive.

— The roof on a mid-
century modern home 
is often f lat or almost 
flat. Roofs need to have 
an angle to them, so wa-
ter, snow, tree branches, 
leaves and other debris 
can roll off and not sit 
on the roof to decay and 
damage the roof.

There’s good and bad in 
all designs. Weigh them 
and pick the home you’d 
like the best! — Heloise


