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Man longs for thrill he felt
when romance was brand-new

DEAR ABBY:I'mindes-
perate need of help. I have
been with my girlfriend for
four years. With every long-
term relationship, there are
bound to be issues. I haven’t
felt loved by her in a long
time, and I think I have
fallen out of love with her. I
can’t even tell her thatIlove
her anymore because I don’t
want to lie.

When we make love, it’s
dull and boring. I want to
feel the way I used to about
her. When I was near her,
my hairs used to stand up,
my heart would race, my
body would quiver and I
would never want to let her
go. How can I feel that way
about heragain? — WANTS
THAT OLD FEELING

DEAR WANTS: The
problem with relationships
is that they can only be
brand-new once. With the
passage of time, to some
extent the excitement fades.
That’s where the “work”
comes in.

Longtime couples must
make an effort to keep their
relationship fresh and excit-
ing. This means introduc-
ing spontaneity and new
experiences to each other.

You say you haven'’t felt
loved by her in a long time.
My advice would be to talk
to her about it. Because
you can’t bring yourself to
tell her you love her, has it
occurred to you that she
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might feel as though she
has been emotionally aban-
doned by you?

If you want that old feel-
ingback, you and your lady
will need to resume commu-
nication on a meaningful
level. It’s not always easy,
but honesty can revive a
relationship that’s wilting.

DEAR ABBY:Ilive with
my longtime boyfriend in a
house he owns. We're five
hours away from my par-
ents and siblings and the
town in which I grew up. It’s
a beautiful house with lots
of land, and I can imagine
raising a family here. How-
ever, I always thought that
if I had children, I'd live
close to the rest of my fam-
ily. Iwould want my parents
nearby so they could lend a
hand, and I want my kids
to have a close relationship
with their grandparents,
aunts, uncles and cousins.

My boyfriend is open to
the idea of selling the house,

but I'm not sure I would
want him to. What should
I do? I love this house, but
how can I start a family so
far from my own? — LOOK-
ING AHEAD IN NEW
JERSEY

DEAR LOOKING
AHEAD: Before you make
any decisions, discuss this
with your parents and see
if their vision of grandpar-
enthood is similar to your
fantasy. Take into consid-
eration how close they are
to your siblings and how
involved they are in each
other’s lives. Be sure that
the kind of extended family
relationship you envision is
realistic.

If everyone is on board,
then you and your boyfriend
should talk about what relo-
cating will mean in terms of
not only selling this house,
but also the impact it might
have on your ability to earn
a living. This property may
be terrific, but if it cannot of-
fer you the lifestyle you wish
for, then you would be better
served to move. But only you
can decide that.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
through 9.
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The solution for to-

That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
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SEPTEMBER 7 One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
Chrissie Hynde, Singer (63) for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
SEPTEMBER 8 are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
Alecia “Pink” Moore, Sing- 9-6 CRYPTOQUOTE
er (35)
TRNFSDRXZO IEICFN ZDI CSF
SEPTEMBER 9
Hunter Hayes, Singer (23)
RCIERFZUOI; RF RN SCOV RC
SEPTEMBER 10
Joe Perry, Musician (64) DIFDSNQIXE FTZF FTIV NIIA
SEPTEMBER 11
(\giSLSginia Madsen, Actress NS. — ZDCSOP FSVCUTII
Previous Cryptoquote: IF YOU CAN KEEP YOUR HEAD
WHEN ALL ABOUT YOU ARE LOSING THEIRS, IT’S JUST
SEPTEMBER 12 POSSIBLE YOU HAVEN'T GRASPED THE SITUATION. —
Louis CK, Comic (47) Jean Kerr




