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Overlooked middle child’s
cries for help go unheeded

DEAR ABBY:I'mateen-
age girl who is frustrated
with my family. I am the
middle child, and it seems
like my parents prefer my
brother and sister over me.
I am constantly in trouble
for things they have done,
and my parents are aware
that they did.

When I try to express my
feelings, nobody will listen.
Several times I have almost
committed suicide or run
away. I am lost and I don’t
know what to do. Please
help me. — NOWHERE IN
INDIANA

DEAR NOWHERE:
When a person cries out in
pain and feels she (or he)
isn’t heard, it can be doubly
painful. But suicide or run-
ning away is not the answer.
What you need to do is ex-
plain to an adult — an aunt,
uncle, school counselor or
close family friend — how
you are feeling, so that per-
son can intercede on your
behalf with your parents,
who may not realize what
they’re doing and the effect
it’s having on you.

DEAR ABBY: How long
is too long to wait when
it comes to hearing the
highly anticipated phrase,
“I love you”? My boyfriend
and I have been dating for
eight months. We have been
through a lot together dur-
ing this time, and his ac-
tions suggest that he loves
me. When I finally asked
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him why he hasn’t said it to
me, he said, “Why haven’t
YOU said it?” “I want it to
happen naturally,” and,
“Just be patient with me.”

We get along amazingly
well. We have a wonderful
time every time we see
each other (which is almost
every day), and he has told
me he can see a future with
me. Am I wrong for think-
ing I deserve to hear the
“L” word at this point, or
am Irushingthings?Idon’t
understand why he is so
reluctant to say it, and his
reluctance makes me think
maybe he just doesn’t love
me. — STILL WAITING
IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR STILL WAIT-
ING: Not all men are com-
fortable expressing their
emotions verbally. Actions
speak louder than words.
Many men have told women
they “love” them, only to
have their behavior prove
otherwise.

That your boyfriend has
given you three different

answers to your question
indicates to me that you
may have been pushing him
to say it. I would caution
you against that because it
could push him away. Hear-
ing the words “I love you”
isn’t something a person
“deserves.” It’s important
that the words be genuine.

DEAR ABBY: When I
approach someone to hug, is
there a correct side to go for?
Does arelative or friend have
a bearing on your choice, or
does it matter if it’s a man
or woman or how well you
know them? Is the left side
as good as the right side? —
WHICH SIDE? IN OHIO

DEAR WHICH SIDE:
Hugging anyone you don’t
know well is a mistake be-
cause some people have an
aversion to intimate contact
with strangers. That said,
I don’t think it matters a
lot which side you “go for”
— although I have heard
some people bear to the
left because that way their
hearts are closer together.
Personally, I tend to feint
to the left because I'm left-
handed - but that’s just me.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
through 9.
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5
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 12
Hugh Jackman, Actor (46)

OCTOBER 13
Paul Simon, Singer (73)

OCTOBER 14
Stacy Keibler, Wrestler (35)

OCTOBER 15
Emeril Lagasse, Chef (55)

OCTOBER 16
Tim Robbins, Actor (56)

OCTOBER 17
Ernie Els, Golfer (45)

OCTOBER 18
Erin Moran, Actress (54)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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ZXA UDHOG FPQR HI

FDZ FHBB HQICHAO XI

AXYDLBAAXR
iIsLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

IZWOZQO

RZ EO

FDPR FO LQZF FO UZXBY EO.

APB

CD

FPBY Z

OWOAIZQ

Previous Cryptoquote: TO HANDLE YOURSELF, USE YOUR
HEAD; TOHANDLE OTHERS, USE YOUR HEART. - Eleanor

Roosevelt



