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Laws about talking
on cell phones

Q: I was driving on the
interstate when my phone
rang. I pulled off onto
the shoulder to take the
call, which I thought was
the responsible thing to
do. As I sat there, a State
Trooper pulled up behind
me; the Trooper came
to my car and asked if I
was having a problem. I
told him I was fine, just
answering my phone. He
told me it was illegal to
stop on the shoulder to
answer the phone. I need-
ed to drive to the next exit
and get off the interstate
before answering it. I
was amazed to find this
was the law. What is the
law that explains where
you have to go or what
you need to do before an-
swering your phone while
driving?

A: Great question for a
great topic. Let me com-
mend you for thinking about
safety first and attempting
todotheright thingto avoid
distracted driving.

First and foremost, I
need to clarify the law. Be-
ing this was an interstate,
Minnesota law does not
allow motorists to stop on
a freeway unless it is for an
emergency. Signs are posted
at all entrance ramps onto
the freeway. Pedestrians,
bicycles, motorized bicycles
and non-motorized traffic
also are prohibited onto the
freeway. We encourage mo-
torists to find a safe place to
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exit and utilize their phones
from there. The main rea-
son stopping along a free-
way is a safety issue is due
to the high speeds and the
fact that there is not a lot of
room for error.

Another common issue
that Troopers deal with is
the numerous passers-by
that call into dispatch to
report a “possible” stalled,
occupied vehicle. A Trooper
is then sent to the reported
location to either find some-
one talking on their phone
or no longer at the site. In-
stances like this prevent us
from utilizing our resources
as efficiently as possible. On
other roadways, I would al-
ways encourage amotorist to
find a safe place to pull over.

If you have any questions
concerning traffic related laws
or issues in Minnesota send
questions to Sgt. Neil Dickenson,
Minnesota State Patrol, 1131
Mesaba Ave., Duluth, MIN 55811.
(Twitter @MSPPIO_NE or neil.
dickenson@state.mn.us).

BORDERLAND BRIEFS

ADULT SCRIPT READING NIGHTS
Borealis Bards adult script reading nights begin Tues-

day. Ages 16 and up are welcome to participate. Groups will
meet through March 31 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Backus
Community Center, Room 201. For information, visit the
website www.borealisbards.org or call 502-693-4858.
GIRL SCOUTS EVENTS

In observance of World Thinking Day, local Girl Scouts
will be snowshoeing from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday at Voyageurs
National Park. Girl Scout cookies are also currently avail-
able for purchase locally.
ALL-CLASS REUNION PLANNING

Anyone looking to become involved in planning the
Falls High School All Class Reunion set for Aug. 11-13,
2016, is welcome to a meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday at Elks
Lodge 1599.
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT

A representative from the Rural Development Office of
Bemidji will be available from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday
in the basement conference room of Koochiching County
Courthouse. The United States Department of Agriculture,
Rural Development, offers home loans tolow income house-
holds to purchase or build single family dwellings. For
more information, call the Bemidji office at 218-751-1942,
ext. 4, or visit the USDA website at http://www.rurdev.
usda.gov/mn.
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

Falls High School teachers will be available for parent-
teacher conferences from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday. Stop in the
office upon arrival to pick up information.
CONCERT BUS

The Veterans of Foreign Wars-sponsored bus to the Bor-
der Concert presentation of “Oliver and Friends” at 7 p.m.
Monday at Backus Auditorium will pick up at Hampton
Court at 6:05 p.m.; West Falls Estates and Robb-Ross at
6:10; River’s Edge Villa at 6:15; and Woodland at 6:20. Free
concert tickets are available at International Falls Public
Library.

PUBLIC ADVISORY:

MOONLIGHT ROCK LANDFILL
NOT OPEN FOR RECREATIONAL USE

OfficeMax Seeks Cooperation of International
Falls Recreationalists in Preserving Private
Property and Protecting Public Safety.

OfficeMax® Incorporated (NYSE: OMX), a leader
in office products and services, is reminding
residents of International Falls, Minnesota and
surrounding areas that the Moonlight Rock
landfill is a closed private industrial facility with
functioning equipment and is not open to public
access for recreational activities, including ATV
riding, snowmobiling, hiking or cycling.

OfficeMax asks all recreationalists to avoid
the Moonlight Rock landfill and use approved
open public recreation areas instead. OfficeMax
has posted “Private Property” signs along the
property perimeter to indicate boundaries and
help direct public access away from the closed
landfill site.

B Northland Art Society workshop, fused
glass trinket plate — Diana Kangas, 10 a.m.-

3 p.m., Backus Community Center, Room 114.
B Moose Lodge events — Open, noon; Bingo,

1 p.m.; Guy and Daryl fish fry, 6 (reservations,
283-3615).

B Guided Snowshoe Hike, 1-3 p.m., Rainy Lake
Visitor Center.

B Soup Supper, 4-7 p.m., Birchdale Church.

B “TET - Vietnamese New Year” special dinner,
6 p.m., Backus Community Center dining
room.

B Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 p.m., Alano Club.

B American Legion Post 66 and Veterans

of Foreign Wars Ladies Auxiliary-hosted
breakfast, 8-11 a.m., VFW Club.

B Alcoholics Anonymous Open, 9 a.m., Alano
Club.

B Girl Scouts snowshoeing, 1-3 p.m.,
Voyageurs National Park.

B OverEaters Anonymous support group,

4 p.m., Evolve Fitness Center, 1301 Third St. (No
fees/dues).

B Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 p.m., Pineview
Recovery Center, Littlefork.

B AARP Tax Aide preparation, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,
Backus Community Center, Rooms 208/209
(free, appointments, 283-5236).

W Walk-ercise group, 10-11 a.m., Backus
Community Center gymnasium.

B Northland Art Society open, various arts,

10 a.m.-3 p.m., Backus, Room 114.

B Red Hat Loon-a-Ticks, noon, Lenard’s.

B “Solution Monday,” All Recoveries 12-Step
(RA), 3 p.m., Backus Community Center, Room
103.

B Top the Tater Dinner, 5-6:30 p.m., Backus
Community Center dining room.

B Parent-Teacher Conferences, 5-7 p.m., Falls
High School.

B Borderland Humane Society, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
Holding Facility, 1990 Valley Pine Circle.

M Cribbage, 7 p.m., Elks Lodge 1599.

B Border Concert Association, Todd Oliver
and Friends, 7 p.m., Backus Community Center
Auditorium.

M Texas HoldEm, 7 p.m., Moose Lodge.

B Alcoholics Anonymous, Women's Step
Study, 7 p.m., Coffee Landing Cafe.

B Narcotics Anonymous, “How It Works” step
gathering, 7:30 p.m., Alano Club.

B Water Testing, 8 a.m.-noon, Koochiching
County Public Health Department.

B WIC Clinic, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Koochiching
County Public Health Department.

B AARP Tax Aide preparation, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,
Backus Community Center, Rooms 208/209
(free, appointments, 283-5236).

B Koochiching County Board of
Commissioners, Committee of the Whole,
9:30 a.m., Koochiching County Courthouse.
M Bone Builders, 10-11:30 a.m., Woodland
Apartments.

B Littlefork Ambulance Thrift Shop open,
10a.m.-2 p.m.

B Northland Art Society open, various arts,
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Backus, Room 114.

B Falls Hunger Coalition Food Shelf open,
10 a.m.-4 p.m., 1000 Fifth St.

B Alanon, 1:30 p.m., Zion Lutheran Church
(283-3739, 283-8540).

B TOPS MN34, 5-5:30 p.m. weigh-in; 5:45,
meeting, Koochiching County Senior Center.
B Women's Ministries, 5-7 p.m., The Salvation
Army.

B Community Café, 5:30-6 p.m., spaghetti
with meat sauce, corn, garlic bread, Backus
Community Center.

B Women's Support Group, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
Friends Against Abuse office.

B Beginner’s Tae Kwon Do, 5:45 p.m., Falls
Elementary School gymnasium or cafeteria.
B Hot roast beef Supper, 6 p.m., Moose Lodge.
B Borealis Bards adult script reading, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Backus Community Center, Room
201.

B Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 p.m., Pineview
Recovery Center, Littlefork.

M Texas Hold ‘Em, 7; House, 7; Lodge, 7:30,
Legion, 8, Moose Lodge.

B “Celebrate Recovery,’7-9 p.m., Evangelical
Covenant Church.

B Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m., Zion
Lutheran Church.

B Recycling curbside collection, 8 a.m.,
north of 11th Street and west of Highway 53
(includes Terrace Lane).

B |nternational Falls-Koochiching County
Airport Commission, 8 a.m., Koochiching
County Courthouse, commissioners’
boardroom.

B All-School Choral Festival, 9 a.m.; concert,
1:30 p.m., Backus Community Center
Auditorium.

M Retired Boise Cascade Papermakers Local
159,9 a.m,, Lenard’s.

B AARP Tax Aide preparation, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,
Backus Community Center, Rooms 208/209
(free, appointments, 283-5236).

B Walk-ercise group, 10-11 a.m., Backus
Community Center gymnasium.

B Littlefork Ambulance Thrift Shop open,
10a.m.-2 p.m.

B Northland Art Society open, various arts,
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Backus, Room 114.

B Wednesday Study Group, 10:15 a.m., Faith
United Church of Christ.

B Girl Guards, Sunbeams and Adventure
Corps, 4:30-6 p.m., The Salvation Army.

B Free At Last, 4:30-6:30 p.m., Forestland
Annex, lower level conference room.

B Northland Art Society open, various arts,
5:30-8 p.m., Backus, Room 114.

M Narcotics Anonymous, 6 p.m., Alano Club.
B Men’s Non-Violence Group, 6-8 p.m., Friends
Against Abuse office.

B Members and guests Elks Lodge 1599
Wednesday Meal, 6:30 p.m., London broil.

M Little Lambs (3 years to kindergarten) and
King's Kids (1st-5th grades), Youth Group
(6th grade-up), 6:30-7:30 p.m., Full Gospel
Fellowship Church.

B Koochiching Masonic Lodge No. 270, AF. &
AM., 7 p.m., 416 Third St.

B Women of the Moose, 7 p.m., Moose Lodge.
B Adult Mixed Volleyball, 7:15 p.m., Backus
Community Center.

B Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m., Alano
Club.
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There is exciting news today! Your
greatgreat grandchild, Benjamin Carl,
just made his debut into the world. His birth
is truly a blessing as he joins his family in
Colorado. Your family is doing very well and
we all realize that your love and laughter have
kindled a lasting warm spark in each and
every one of us. The Tuesday Card Club has
N\ one more empty chair at the table. She was a
- very loyal and close friend of yours for many
years and she will be missed by all of us. It is
the middle of February and winter still has a
firm icy grip on our area. In the past, it was
always comforting to go into your house even
on the coldest days because of the warm fire
in the little antique wood stove and a hot cup
of coffee to sip on while we played games.

[/
Sa
/ "‘ But the heat of the stove and the hot coffee
/ could only supplement the true warmth that you
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gave to all who you welcomed into your home.
Sharon and | continue to stay in frequent
contact either on the phone or occasionally
travelling to each other's homes. As the years
go by, we realize how very important it is
to continue this close contact. Looking back,
it is hard to believe that seven years have
o % already gone by since you were here with us.
However, it is comforting to know that in our
hearts you will never leave us.

x Your loving daughters,
v Sharon and Carol
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Wednesday’s Gopher 5 Mega Millions Powerball
1,6, 39,43, 44 6, 45, 50, 65, 66 22
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* Ergonomic design

* Powerful X-Torg® engine
* 38.2cc, 2hp, 13"-16”, 10.31lbs
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Pelland Welding

Fabrication ¢ Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

f SAWS - MOWERS * TRIMMERS

WINTER LABOR SAVERS
240 Series Chain Saw

* Easy to start and operate
* Tool-less chain tensioning
* [deal for Pruning; lighter cutting and hobby work
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$19995

MSRP
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* Lightweight

* Smart Start®

* 24.5cc

¢ 1.2hp

e Auto return stop switch

323-L Trimmer

(HjHusqgvarna

Tough Name.Tough Equipment.”
www.husqvarna.com

3122 Hwy. 332 ¢ Int'l Falls, MN * (218) 285-7071

Open Monday -
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Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m



