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Ronning’s Crazy Daze Sale!
Wednesday, July 30th

Open Early 7a.m.-7p.m.

12 HOURS OF SAVINGS!!

• $5 • $10 •

• $15 • $20 •

RACKS

SAVE!
• Shorts • Tops • Jeans • Sandals

• Athletic Footwear
• Giftware • Books • Ty Beanies

• Work Boots • Winter Boots
• Columbia Winter Coats & Accessories

• Rainy Lake T-Shirts & More!

In case of rain,
Crazy Clearance inside.

*Sale valid at Int’l Falls location only
*Some exclusions apply

218-283-8877

Regular Hours Mon.-Sat. 8-7 Sunday 9-4

International Falls

Check

out what’s

on Sale!

cessories
More!

ALL REG.-PRICED MDSE.

INSIDE!20%
off

REGISTER TO-WIN!

Ronning’s Gift

Certi�cates

CRAZY

DEALS!!

RACKS & TABLES

30% -80%
off

OUTSIDE!

Crazy Days
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BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staff Writer

The Koochiching County 
Board Tuesday got an up-
date on an upcoming proj-
ect to reconstruct part of 
County Highway 332.

County Engineer Joe 
Sutherland said parts of 
the project fall within run-
way protection zones for 
the Falls International Air-
port, which would cause 
the project to trigger a 
potentially lengthy review 
process by the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

The portion of the high-
way to be reconstructed 
lies between U.S. Highway 
53 and Minnesota Highway 
11-71, just south of Falls 
International Airport. The 
initial reconstruction plan 
submitted to the Minnesota 
Department of Transporta-
tion included a bike trail 
on the north side of the 
highway, which would trig-
ger an extended review 

of the plan 
by the FAA, 
Sutherland 
said.

If the re-
c o n s t r u c -
tion of the 
road doesn’t 
change the 
footprint of 
t h e  r o a d , 
Sutherland 
said, then the lengthy re-
view process is avoided.

“If we could construct or 
reconstruct 332 with only 
a temporary easement and 
without a trail, that would 
not trigger any of the exten-
sive reviews,” Sutherland 
said.

To have a better chance 
of get ting the road re -
construction done next 
summer, Sutherland staff 
would have to find a way 
to avoid triggering the 
FAA review process, which 
means reconstructing the 
road as-is and not building 
a bike trail.

The county could axe the 
bike trail from the plan and 
reconstruct the road next 
summer, with the poten-
tial to add the bike trail 
the following summer, in 
2016, county Commissioner 
Wade Pavleck said.

“What if we were to just 
construct this road, and 
then the next year, apply 
for the bike trail?” Pavleck 
asked. “The road’s already 
in and it’s usable.”

Board Chairman Rob 
Ecklund said he liked Pav-
leck’s idea, because if the 
review process with the 
FAA to include a bike trail 
takes too long, at least 
the road is already recon-
structed.

Sutherland also identi-
fied a 2,000-foot stretch of 
the highway where repav-
ing and resurfacing work 
could be done this summer, 
in order to smooth out the 
surface for the winter log-
ging months.

“We’re thinking it could 

be money well-spent to re-
pair the worst of the worst 
out here,” Sutherland said.

In other business, the 
board will decline a grant 
for a solar panel project for 
the Forestland Annex be-
cause of unplanned, large 
expenditu res from t he 
county’s budget to handle 
flood and recovery issues.

A match the board had 
set aide for the project will 
be real located to cover 
flood-related expenses.

C om m i s sioner s  a l s o 
voiced concern about bogs 
floating on Rainy Lake as 
a result of the high wa-
ter level. The bogs have 
blocked access to bays and 
properties and could cause 
additional problems de-
pending on where they 
remain when the water 
recedes.

The board is expected to 
contact Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
staff to discuss the con-
cern.

County board reviews highway project

Wade

Pavleck
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Residents of the greater 
International Falls area 
could be surveyed about 
what is needed to become 
a “dementia-friendly com-
munity.”

Doug Skrief, executive 
director of the Koochich-
ing Aging Options, met 
with International Falls 
City Council Monday to 
ask councilors to let their 
constituents know volun-
teers will be in the com-
munity conducting the 
40-minute surveys as part 
of a four-phase process 
to bring people together 
to help the community 
become dementia-capable.

The process is a part 
of ACT on Alzheimer’s, 
a statewide, volunteer-
driven collaboration pre-
paring Minnesota for the 
personal, social and bud-
getary impacts of Alzheim-
er’s disease. Blue Cross 

and Medica have provided 
seed money to the project, 
Skrief said.

“I am proud we were 
part of the first class,” 
Skrief said. Now, 30 com-
munities in the state are 
taking part in the project, 
he said. A presentation on 
the project was provided 
Tuesday to the Koochich-
ing County Board.

A growing number of 
Minnesotans are living 
with Alzheimer’s disease, 
Skrief said. Communities 
and their residents may 
live a better quality of life 
if needs are met before it 
becomes a burden. Among 
those needs may be ensur-
ing businesses and servic-
es respond appropriately 
to people with dementia, 
physical environments 
are easy to navigate, ap-
propriate transportation 
to needed services is avail-
able, and care and support 
is the norm.

ACT project begins survey

http://ifallsjournal.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=c97b28d1-5dd1-52e7-a9e0-dc1a7d4e1dfa
http://ifallsjournal.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=c97b28d1-5dd1-52e7-a9e0-dc1a7d4e1dfa
http://ifallsjournal.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7P&uuid=c97b28d1-5dd1-52e7-a9e0-dc1a7d4e1dfa

