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Family business
celebrates 25 years

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The owners of J&D Fam-
ily Foods in Littlefork are
celebrating 25 years of busi-
ness this month with a spe-
cial anniversary offers, as
well as drawings, cake, and
a meat sale.

Del and Joyce Peterson
moved to Littlefork from
Wyoming, Minn., in No-
vember 1989 with the goal
of purchasing a grocery
store, finding
a good church
to attend,
and finding
a good school
for their six

“It is the

employees that
deserve the credit

over the years, Del said,
including the name. It was
originally the Littlefork Big
Dollar Store, then the Little-
fork IGA, and finally the
current name, J&D Family
Foods.

The family also remod-
eled the interior and exteri-
or of the building, Del said,
and have replaced all the
refrigeration and compres-
sors that run the refrigera-
tion system. A new scanning
system and
computer
system
have also
been added
over the

children, Del f ki years. The
said. Or making a most recent

“Littlefork  retail business update in-
has been a volved in-
great fit as successful. We stalling a
it gave our  haye been blessed new meat
six children . case, pro-
an opportu- with many good duce case,
nity to work and rear-

with us at the
store, be part
of the Little-
fork Baptist
Church and
graduate
from the Lit-
tlefork-Big
Falls School,” Del said. “It
gave all of us the opportuni-
ty to be part of a community
that we have come to love.”

The business has gone
through numerous changes

employees over
the years.”
Del Peterson

Owner J&D Family
Foods, Littlefork

ranging
the store to
its current
configura-
tion.

Today,
the Peter-
son’s son
Shawn manages the store,
and two of his sons, Evan
and Jacob, now work at the
store.

“Although there are dif-
ficult times there has been
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Joyce and Del Peterson and their son Shawn are celebrating 25 years of business as owners of J&D
Family Foods in Littlefork.

many blessings as well,”
Del said. “Joyce and I have
had the opportunity to work
with our family under one
roof as the children were
growing up.”

One notable hardship
was in November 2004 when
employee Anita Charbon-
neau smelled smoke, and
the Littlefork Fire Depart-
ment was called to put out
a fire. The store was closed
for 10 days, Del said, while
everything was put back in

order. Insurance was able to
do some of the remodeling
that needed to be done in the
aftermath.

“Although it was a dif-
ficult time it turned out to
be areal blessing,” Del said.
“When everything seems
the darkest, there is light at
the end of the tunnel.”

Over the years, the Peter-
sons have been able to hire
employees for whom it was
their first job, which has
been a blessing, Del said.

“It is a joy to see them
mature and go on to bigger
and better things once they
leave high school,” Del said.
“Many come in shy, but
because of the experience
they receive working with
customers they come out of
their shell and can better
relate to people.”

Some of those employ-
ees have stuck around for
nearly the entire time the
Petersons have owned the
store, Del said. Jerry Linder

has worked for them for
nearly 20 years, Del said,
and has built up a stellar
reputation for the meat de-
partment. Charbonneau
was with them for 17 years
before retiring at the age
of 80.

“It is the employees that
deserve the credit for mak-
ing a retail business suc-
cessful,” Del said. “We have
been blessed with many
good employees over the
years.”
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