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Book provides details

of project, process

Distribution to state officials for use as example

BY LAUREL BEAGER
Editor

With the successful com-
pletion of a multi-year res-
toration project nearing,
the partnership and process
used is being held up as an
example to others.

The project and process
are included in a book, “Rat
Root River Sediment Control
& Spawning Enhancement,”
created by Pam Tomevi,
district administrator of the
Koochiching Soil and Water
Conservation District.

The district, which
served as fiscal agent for
the project, participated in
the project with the Minne-
sota Department of Natural
Resources, which provided
technical expertise, and the
Rainy Lake Sportfishing
Club, which initiated the
project, provided funding,
volunteers and a multitude
of other kinds of support.

Tomevi, DNR Area Fish-
eries Supervisor Kevin Pe-
tersen and RLSC member
Tim MacKay presented the
project in January at the
22nd annual DNR Round-
table, an invitation-only
event focusing on fisheries,
wildlife and ecological is-
sues.

During the event, Tomevi
said she hand-delivered the
book to DNR Commissioner
Tom Landwehr and Gov.
Mark Dayton.

The book came from a
meeting in 2012 with former
Sen. Bob Lessard and long-
time RLSC member Tom
Worth about the progress
being made on the project.

Speuming Endencement

Lessard, a senior adviser
to the DNR commissioner,
suggested Tomevi come to
St. Paul to provide informa-
tion about the project to area
lawmakers and the Lessard-
Sams Outdoor Heritage
Council. The council takes
part of its name from Les-
sard, who was among the
first legislators to suggest
using the state’s sales tax
to fund to fish and wildlife
conservation. The council
provides annual funding
recommendations to the
Legislature from the Out-
door Heritage Fund, one
of four funds created by
the Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment, cre-
ated by Minnesota voters.
The Legislature, in imple-
menting the council recom-
mendations, established
the Conservation Partners
Legacy program in the Min-
nesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources. Grants from
the CPL provided money to
the project in 2011 and 2012.

Tomevi said she arrived
on the idea of a self-pub-

Contact Pam
Tomevi,
district
coordinator
of the
KSWCD, for
instructions
on how to
obtain a copy
of the book
about the Rat
Root River
project.
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lished book created using an
online service. The process
was familiar, she said, be-
cause she had just finished
a book using the service for
her daughter’s wedding.

She settled on a book,
rather than PowerPoint
presentation or placards,
because it is portable and a
great venue to tell the proj-
ect’s story with photographs
taken during each phase of
the project.

“I didn’t want to get too
technical, but it was really
about telling a story,” she
said.

The story begins with
photos taken by contrac-
tor Jami Schaak as he re-
moved logjams and will end
with an online update with
the installation of walleye
spawning riffle this spring.
The book includes a project
map that will be used as a
basis for a geospatial map
that will be created by Mike
Laitta, bi-national GIS coor-
dinator for the International
Joint Commission, she said.
Laitta saw the book at a pre-
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Tomevi said Lessard has a passion for the project. They stand on a bridge last
summer over the river she said is near and dear to his heart.

vious International Rainy-
Lake of Woods Watershed
Forum. The map will be
included on the KSWCD
website.

The book is also a great
way to serve as an example
to others in the state about
how unique partnerships
can accomplish goals of
common interest, she said.

“We worked so good to-
gether,” she said of the three
partners in the project.
“Projects will vary (across
the state), however what I
think is really being touted
in terms of the project is the
collaboration — that’s the
highlight.”

Tomevisaid egos and turf
never came into the project.
“We cared more about get-
ting it done, than who got
credit,” she said.

She credits the RLSC for
starting the project with
its own funds, and the local
DNR staff who answered
questions and provided

guidance and effort.

“It was such a great part-
nership —Ireally do believe
that the nature of our goals
were so aligned,” she said.
“It was about a result and
I hope the book, if nothing
else, provides a good snap-
shot of accountability. It’s
public money and they have
the right to know how it’s
being used and I hope this
is a good indicator that the
work was consistent with
the mission of the fund that
they voted to enact.”

She said the book also
highlights the variety of
efforts in which soil and
water conservation districts
around the state can be
involved. She said she en-
courages groups across the
state to consider tapping the
districts for assistance in
conservation projects.

“We’re structured in a
way that we’re familiar with
the grant process, the ac-
countability requirements,

we do financial reporting
to the state every year,” she
said. “It’s a great partner-
ship and it’s underutilized.”

She noted there are two
openings on the local board
and urged local people to
find out the district bound-
aries for which they could
serve.

Tomevi said Lessard had
a passion for the project
because he recalled days
gone by when the river had
a healthy spawning popula-
tion that helped supply the
coveted walleye to Rainy
Lake.

“He has been supportive
of getting the word out about
our efforts and encouraged
us to keep telling the story,”
she said.

The book, she said, is a
way to tell the story and
encourage discussion
about how similar projects
elsewhere could be accom-
plished through similar
partnerships.

LITTLE LEAGUE® REGISTRATION

Boys & Girls
Falls Little League
Sign-Ups

Tues. & Wed., March 25 & 26

5to 7 pm

Falls High School Cafeteria

Ages 5 and up

(Must be Age 5 by May 1, 2014)

e Friday | Dave Csanda
Angling Edge Television

¢ Friday & Saturday
Gary Clancy
Outdoor Writer

Join us for the 4th Annual

Evangelical Covenant Church | 1631 First Avenue East | Int'l Falls

Join us for a family fun day!

Food | Games | Seminars | Vendor Booths | Prizes

Speakers

* Saturday | Jean-Paul Tessier,

¢ Rodney Dehart & Doug Moss
on site to score Your mount!

See the | Larsen Big Game Mount Collection | on display!

Friday, March 28
4—8pm
O saturday, March 29
9am—4pm

Lake of the Woods
Outdoorsman &
Saturday

Don Breneman
Outdoor Photography

Admission and to win prizes is by free will offering of non-perishable food
items for The Salvation Army Food shelf and/or monetary donation to the

local dialysis project, however, no one will be turned away.

Visit the web for more
details & speaker times

www.ifallsoutdoorexpo.org

PARTNER FOR A PURPOSE

W We are inviting you to join us in the fight
against hunger this March!

(il

FIGHT HUNGER!

w Inspire your organization to BE THE HERO
and collect donations of food or funds
the entire month of March to help the Falls
Hunger Coadlition during the Minnesota
FoodShare statewide campaign!

W Border State Bank will be the central drop
point for this community-wide effort. Asin
grewous years, we will match up fo

1000.00 of funds donated.

 All donations collected will benefit Falls
Hunger Coadlition.
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