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VIKINGS-DOLPHINS PREVIEW

Miami seeks to snap losing
streak against Minnesota

BY JEFF MEZYDLO
AP STATS Senior Writer

Even if the Miami Dol-
phins can turn things
around in the final two
weeks of the season, that
might not be enough to save
Joe Philbin’s job.

The Dolphins and their
embattled coach look to
avoid a third straight de-
feat when they host the
pesky Minnesota Vikings
on Sunday.

Miami (7-7) appeared to
be in decent shape to end
its five-year playoff drought
while sitting at 5-3 at the
halfway mark. The second
half of the season hasn’t
gone nearly as well, and
the Dolphins have been
outscored 69-26 in the last
two weeks.

A 41-13 loss at New Eng-
land last Sunday further fu-
eled speculation that Phil-
bin will be fired after the
season. He met with owner
Stephen Ross following the
game and the two expect to
talk more this week.

“Players were disap-
pointed. Coaches are dis-
appointed. Owners are dis-
appointed,” said Philbin,
22-24 in three seasons with
the Dolphins. “I think that’s
understandable.”

Naturally, Philbin would
rather focus on the present
and not his future.

“Right now what’s rel-
evant is getting our team to
play up to their potential for
60 minutes against the Min-
nesota Vikings,” he said.
“That’s really all that is
important to me right now.”

Though Philbin’s days

in South Florida might be
numbered, his team still
has a chance to make the
postseason. Miami must
win Sunday and at home
against the lowly New York
Jets, plus receive plenty of
help to get in.

“I believe in the players. I
have confidence in the play-
ers,” Philbin said. “We have
an outstandinglocker room.
Our staff has an excellent
working relationship with
the players. It’s a mutual
thing.”

What isn’t close to excel-
lent is an offense that hasn’t
scored more than 16 points
and been held to 213 rush-
ing yards in the last three
contests. Ryan Tannehill has
thrown two touchdowns and
three interceptions in those
three games and been sacked
10 times in the last two.

Jarvis Landry has been
one of Miami’s few recent

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO BY ERI ANDRE
From left, Vikings running back Matt Asiata (44)
runs with the football while being pursued by
Lions safety James Thedigbo (32) in Sunday’s game
at Ford Field.

offensive bright spots and
continued his strong rookie
season with eight catches for
99yards against the Patriots.
Landry leads the Dolphins
with 71 receptions and is
second with 672 yards and
five receiving touchdowns.

“He has so many of the
qualities — the toughness,
the hands, the instincts
— that some of the great
receivers have,” assistant
wide receivers coach Phil
McGeoghan told the team’s
official website. “But at the
same time, he’s still very
unique.”

Miami has forced only
five turnovers in six games
andrecorded six sacks inthe
last five. The Dolphins gave
up 661 rushing yards at 5.8
per carry in three games
before yielding 108 and 3.7
against New England.

The Patriots, however,
went 8 of 13 on third down.
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Miami’s last five opponents
have converted 51.5 percent
(35 of 68) of their third-
down chances.

“Part of my job is to get
the team to play up to their
potential each and every
week,” Philbin said. “So to
that degree, certainly I feel
like we could do better.”

Doing so might be dif-
ficult against a Minnesota
team that held Detroit to a
season-low 233 yards in a
16-14 loss last Sunday.

The Vikings (6-8) have
made strides under first-
year coach Mike Zimmer,
but falling short of a third
straight victory last week-
end left them frustrated
after Blair Walsh missed
three field goals and two
Teddy Bridgewater inter-
ceptions led to 10 Lions
points.

Bridgewater has com-
pleted 73.0 percent of his
passes in the last three
contests and thrown for at
least 300 yards in each of
the last two. He’s recorded
a TD pass in eight straight
games but has three picks
in the past two.

Charles Johnson has be-
come one of Bridgewater’s
favorite targets while catch-
ing 20 passes for 355 yards
and two TDs in the last five
games.

Matt Asiata managed 36
yards on 11 carries against
the Lions, but ran for a
score and recorded career
highs with seven receptions
for 50 yards.

The Vikings lost 14-10 at
home in the most recent
meeting with the Dolphins
on Sept. 19, 2010.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Voyageurs drain
Leech Lake, 109-93

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The Rainy River Com-
munity College men’s bas-
ketball team picked up a
victory by scoring over the
century mark.

RRCC won Wednesday’s
road game over Leech Lake
Tribal College, 109-93.

“It was an awesome team
effort (on offense),” said
Voyageurs head coach
Kristofer Babler, who noted
11 players scored points.

However, Babler also
pointed out he would have
liked to have seen RRCC
with a better effort on de-
fense. The Voyageurs led
47-42 at halftime and then
outscored Leech Lake in
the second half, 62-51.

Five RRCC players scored

YOUTH HOCKEY

in double fig-
ures led by
Sam Stir-
gus with
30 points,
which in-
cluded four
3-pointers.
Sheldon
O’Neal came
off the bench
and added 16
points, which included three
3-pointers. Antoine Tobias
and Darius Johnson had 14
points apiece, while Ahmad
Poche scored 11 more.

The win improved the
Voyageurs’ season record to
5-4 going into this weekend’s
Central Lakes Tournament,
in which RRCC isplayingits
final two games before the
holiday break.

Sam
Stirgus

Falls Squirt Purple 1-2

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The International Falls
Squirt Purple hockey team
has played three games so
far this season and compiled
a 1-2 record going into this
weekend’s action.

The Squirt Purple opened
the season Nov. 29 by hosting
Lake of the Woods’ Squirt
A team, which defeated the
Falls, 9-1. Pierce Gouin tal-
lied the lone goal for the Falls
unassisted with 6:48 left in the
first period.

The Falls’ goaltender, Cart-
er McBride, recorded 28 saves
in the loss.

V. WHITE 8, F. PURPLE 0

The Falls Purple team trav-

eled to Virginia on Nov. 30 and
was shut out by the Virginia
White team, 8-0.

The Virginia White out-
shot the Falls Purple, 40-18.
McBride stopped 32 shots in
the loss.

F. PURPLE 5, G. WHITE 3

The Falls Purple team
hosted the Greenway Raid-
ers White team on Dec. 6 and
won, 5-3.

Will Gilbert scored twice
and Gavin Loveless had a hat
trick for the Falls. McBride
made 25 saves to record the
win in goal.

Next up for the Falls Purple
is a game today against Lake
of the Woods, followed up Sun-
day by two games at Hibbing.

NEW PROGRAMS @ RRCC !

«+ Accounting | Bookkeeping
+ Chemical Dependency Specialist
+ Coinnerciai Truck Driving (CDL)

MS@'qust a few of our Spring Semester Classes... |

* Indigenous People & Environment
* Anishinaabe Philosophy

* CNA/ Home Health Aide

* International Relations

where life and learning meet.

218.285.7722

BIRTH CCLASSES

Preparing for labor to postpartum care

RAINY LAKE

MEDICAL CENTER
1400 Highway 71

Call 218-283-5524
to reqister

.
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«+ Early Childhood Education
+ Executive Office Management
+ Human Services
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PublicHealth

Prevent. Promote. Protect.




