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Young teen is mocked
for not wanting to date

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
14-year-old girl in middle
school. I have never seri-
ously dated anyone, and the
one time I did I felt trapped.
My friends think it’s weird
that I have never dated a
guy and they call me a les-
bian. I just want to finish
my schoolwork and wait
until high school to start
dating. I don’t want to feel
weighed down by anyone.
Is there something wrong
with me? — CONFUSED
IN S. CAROLINA

DEAR CONFUSED:
Something wrong with you?
Good grief, no! In fact, I
would go so far as to say
there is something RIGHT
with you. Not every teen —
and that goes for boys, too
—feels ready to date at 14.

It makes me angry that
your “friends” would call
you something you’re not
just because you’re not do-
ing what they’re doing. If
it persists, your parents
should talk to the school
about it. Preferring to con-
centrate on your studies
and waiting until high
school to date is nothing to
be ashamed of - it’s some-
thing to be proud of.

DEAR ABBY:Iattended
a friend’s birthday celebra-
tion a few weeks ago at a
chic restaurant. After our
entrees were ordered and
the appetizers served, the
restaurant’s fire alarm
sounded and the dining
room was evacuated. For 20
minutes all of the patrons
waited patiently outside
while the fire department

DEAR ABBY

was summoned. We learned
from another guest that
there had been a small fire
in the Kkitchen.

When we returned to
the dining room, a heated
debate ensued among the
guests. One person said that
because the fire alarm had
interrupted our meal, the
Iunch should be complimen-
tary. Others insisted the
restaurant owed us noth-
ing beyond an apology. We
paid our bill, but the ques-
tion remains: Should the
management have shown
some consideration for the
inconvenience we experi-
enced? — FOUR-ALARM
FRAZZLED

DEAR FRAZZLED: 1
took your question to Craig
Susser, owner of the suc-
cessful Craig’srestaurant in
West Hollywood, California.
He agreed with me that the
restaurant owner should
have shown appreciation for
the patience that was exhib-
ited by the patrons.

While Craig said he
wouldn’t have paid for the
entire meal for everyone
who was dining there that
day, he certainly would

have made some adjustment
to the bill to compensate
them for their inconve-
nience. “After all, we’re in
it together,” he added. And
that gracious attitude is
why he has one of the most
popular dining establish-
ments in L.A.

DEAR ABBY: What are
your thoughts on marriage?
Is it an antiquated practice?
Idon’t know if I really want
it, or just because society
and social media deem it
important. — CINDY VIA
TWITTER

DEAR CINDY: I don’t
consider marriage to be
an antiquated practice at
all. In a sense, marriage
is a “team sport.” It won’t
succeed unless the team
members are dedicated
to a common goal and are
willing to sacrifice selfish
needs to achieve it.

Inmy opinion, the reason
so many marriages fail is
that individuals go into it
for the wrong reasons. No
one should marry because
“society” and “social me-
dia” deem it important.
When you meet the right
person, you won’t be ambiv-
alent about spending your
life and creating a family
with that individual.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Tundra

™

COMICS

1=

A HE'S GONE! You

\ ORDER THE PIZZA AND
' I'LL GET THE KEYS TO
THE LIQUOR CABINET!

www.tundracomics.com

©Tundra 2074

Hagar the Horrible

WHEN MOTHER ...GHE sTOPPED
HEARP “youl EATING CERTAIN
ARE WHAT THINGS !

You EATY...

..LIKE SUGAR 2

Peanuts

YESTERDAY, T T, THE HUMAN BEING, IN OUR 6REAT |3 |72 I, THE DO6,
THREW THIS STICK, | | | TRADITION OF FORGIVENESS, WILL GIVE THANK 400 FOR
BUT 40U FAILED 40U, THE 006, A SECOND' CHANCE .

V 0N

© 1967 Peanuls Worlawide LLG, Dist by Universal Ucl ck

THIS SECOND
CHANCE..

WWW.Snoopy.com

WE M
€

€N
VN

EAA OTHER.
N~

babyblves, cont

WE HAD SOME CLASSES
TOGETHER , AND JUST
SIRTED TALIKING TO

T NO/ IN FERson! )
IEIRPRPEIN S

B 1014, BABY BUES PARTNEBSHIP DIST. 61 KNG FEATURES SHID ICATE

Dilbert

DO YOU EVER FEEL
EMBARRASSED THAT
YOU DRESS THE SAME

WAY EVERY DAY?

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

DO YOU EVER FEEL
EMBARRASSED THAT
YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND
THE TIMPORTANCE OF
ROUTINE IN MAN—
AGING YOUR LIMITED
RESERVE OF WILLPOWER?

)

7-12-14 ©2014 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

I MADE 75
FASHION
DECISIONS 1 L JROTE
BEFORE AN APP
BREAKFAST. ’

su|do|ku

® Puzzles by Pappocom

www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
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1 and experience.

The solution for to-

every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS AXYDLBAAXR
JULY 13 iIsSLONGFELLOW
Harrison Ford, Actor (72) One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
JULY 14 apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
Peta Murgatroyd, Dancer are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
(28) 7-12 CRYPTOQUOTE
JULY 15 EXUTU ZTU EXTUU EPIUR DN
Brigitte Nielsen, Actress (51) QZRUQZVV IVZPUTR: EXDRU SXD
JULY 16 OZHU KE XZIIUA, EXDRU SXD
Duncan Keith, Athlete (31) SZEMX KE XZIIUA ZAG EXDRU
JULY 17 SXD SDAGUT SXZE XZIIUAR.
Luke Bryan, Singer (38) — EDOOP VZRDTGZ
JULY 18 Previous Cryptoquote: APEOPLE WITHOUT THE KNOWL-
] EDGE OF THEIR PAST HISTORY, ORIGIN AND CULTURE
Kristen Bell, Actress (34) IS LIKE A TREE WITHOUT ROOTS. - Marcus Garvey




