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DEAR ABBY: I am in 
my late 20s and have been 
with my boyfriend for more 
than two years. We are seri-
ous, having lived together 
for a year, and we discuss 
marriage often. We make 
all our major decisions and 
purchases together and are 
generally very happy.

T he problem a ri ses 
when his children from a 
previous relationship are 
around (he shares custody 
with his ex). I am over-
whelmed by them. They are 
very needy and have some 
minor manner problems. I 
am uncomfortable with all 
the attention they demand 
of me. They are literally 
always in my space, trying 
to sit on my lap or show 
me something, etc. It gets 
to the point where I just 
want to get away. Some-
times they’re OK and we 
have some fun, but it’s the 
downtime at home that is 
annoying.

I am ashamed writing 
this, but I need some ad-
vice because the kids are 
obviously not going away. 
Will they grow out of this? 
It’s making me question if I 
can remain in the relation-
ship. — BOTHERED IN 
BUFFALO

DEAR BOTHERED: 
You need an attitude ad-
justment. I don’t think you 
realize what a compliment 
it is that the children com-
pete for your attention and 
want to be close to you. A 
way to deal with this could 
be to arrange to have one-
on-one time with EACH 
child while your boyfriend 
spends time with the oth-
ers. It is very important 

that they spend quality 
time with their father.

If you and he agree that 
their manners need tweak-
ing, it shouldn’t be too dif-
ficult to set a good example, 
and praise and reward 
them as they improve. 
When they grow older, they 
will develop interests of 
their own and be less needy. 
But for now, it is important 
you work on being patient, 
show the children you care 
about them -- and let your 
boyfriend know when you 
need a timeout. Everyone 
does.

D E A R  A B B Y :  M y 
26-year-old son has been 
going with a 23-year-old 
woman off and on for a year 
and a half. He has tried to 
break off the relationship 
several times. Last week-
end she played the “I’ll kill 
myself” card when he told 
her he wanted to move on.

I take any threat of sui-
cide seriously. However, 
she is holding this over his 
head. I need the right words 
to use to talk to him about 
her threat. — FEELING 
LOST IN GEORGIA

DEAR FEELING LOST: 
The woman is trying to 
manipulate your son using 

emotional blackmail. He 
should not attempt to “res-
cue” her by continuing to 
see her. During their next 
conversation, he should 
let her know the personal 
responsibility for her well-
being is hers and hers 
alone, and he wants no 
part of it. If he feels she is 
truly a danger to herself, 
he should notify her fam-
ily so they can help her 
get the psychological help 
she needs.

DEAR ABBY: Can you 
please tell me what women 
are looking for? I keep be-
ing told that they feel so 
“safe” with me, it’s like 
dating their brother. They 
know I won’t force them 
into doing anything they 
don’t want to do. — PUZ-
ZLED IN NEW MEXICO

DEAR PUZZLED:  It 
looks like the women you’re 
asking out may have been 
dating men who forced 
them into doing things they 
didn’t want, or may be try-
ing to tell you politely that 
their interest in you is only 
platonic.

It’s time to ask some 
married friends what is 
causing women to react to 
you this way. Having been 
through the dating scene, 
they should be able to give 
you some helpful input.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 
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Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert
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Woman needs attitude check 
to become a good stepmom

Previous Cryptoquote: IN SOME FAMILIES, “PLEASE” 
IS DESCRIBED AS THE MAGIC WORD.  IN OUR HOUSE, 
HOWEVER, IT WAS “SORRY.”   – Margaret Laurence

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no math 

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You 
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic. 
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle 
will be published in 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com to 
find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

COMICS

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you have some shop-

ping to do, but it is better if 
you space out your purchases 
and conserve your funds. A 
surprise bill may pop up and 
catch you off guard.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, recreational plans 

may have to take a back seat 
to responsibilities at work 
this week. Just when you 
thought you were done with 
all of your assignments, some 
extra work finds you.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you may feel as 

though you are alone this 
week. All it takes is a phone 
call or email to have some 
company if you feel the need. 
Don’t hesitate to make a con-
nection.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
It may be difficult to get 

to the heart of a matter that 
has monopolized your time, 
Cancer. But some things will 
come to light soon enough if 
you remain patient. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
There is no easy way out of 

a tricky situation involving 
some friends. You will end up 
in hot water if you take one’s 
side over the other. The best 
thing to do is remain neutral.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, this week brings a 

chance to get rid of old habits 
that have been keeping you 
from putting your best foot 
forward. Take advantage of 
this opportunity.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you are expected to 

lead the way for others, even 
though you do not have all 
of the answers. Don’t worry, 
you work well under pres-
sure and others will follow 
your lead.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Your career could be com-

ing to a crossroads, Scorpio. 
Start networking now as 
much as possible so you are in 
a better position should you 
need to make a move.   

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, jump into 

something new if you feel like 
taking chances. Even if your 
leap of faith doesn’t reap any 
rewards, you will feel better 
for having tried.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, you may end up 

getting blamed for something 
that isn’t your fault. Bide 
your time and the truth will 
come out. Accept the apolo-
gies of those who were quick 
to blame. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, try not to overdo 

things when you are met with 
a burst of creative energy this 
week. You may start more 
projects than you can pos-
sibly handle. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, so much is go -

ing on this week that you 
will need to organize your 
thoughts and manage your 
time effectively. You’re up 
to the task.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 25
Tim Burton, Director (55)

AUGUST 26
Macaulay Culkin, Actor (33)

AUGUST 27
Sarah Chalke, Actress (37)

AUGUST 28
Florence Welch, Singer (27)

AUGUST 29
Leah Michele, Actress (27)

AUGUST 30
Andy Roddick, Athlete (31)

AUGUST 31
Deborah Gibson, Singer (43)
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