
A4 | January 8, 2014 www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

1.800.888.1300 • Click HappiestDevices.com

A

PUT A SMILE ON

EVERY DEVICE IN THE HOUSE!

PER MO. FOR 12 MOS. / REG. $94.90

$79
Your TVs Your Laptops + PCs Your Tablets + Smartphones

Up to 30 Mbps
Internet

Connection*

TV EverywhereMore than 75
Standard Channels

+ On Demand

FREE HD Receiver
+ over 50 HD

Channels

Add Digital
Phone – just $10+

EVERYTHING YOU WANT IS HERE! Midcontinent® is always thinking of ways to build better bundles with the best services,

for everything from your TV to your tablet. If you want happy devices—get the region’s best services. Get hooked up with Midcontinent today.

This limited time offer is available to new and qualifying customers adding data, phone and/or video service(s) only. Offer and services not available in all areas and some restrictions apply. Number of available channels may vary by area. Taxes and fees not included.

Promotional pricing applies to first full month of service after installation. An HDTV, HD Receiver and HD cabling is required to view HD programming. HD Receiver ($8/mo.) will return to monthly rate once promotional pricing has expired. Customer is responsible for modem purchase or
lease required for MidcoNet Xstream® Wideband Service. Modem lease price is $3/month for standard modem or $5/month for wireless. DOCSIS 3.0 modem is required in order to connect multiple devices (up to 100). Actual Internet speeds may vary depending on your computer or mobile device’s
capacity, the amount of devices accessing the Internet at once and web traffic. Speeds may also be impacted by third party equipment (such as your computer or router). Free installation (reg. $35) is included. Telephone service is subject to Terms and Conditions as outlined on our website at
midcocomm.com. All services are per month unless otherwise indicated. Limited time offer.

PER MO. FOR 12 MOS.

*Fastest Internet in the Region for the 2nd Year!
A trademark of Ziff Davis, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

I WANT YOUR

Unwanted or broken

gold & silver jewelry.

Come on in and see Rob today!

283-4701 324 3rd St., Int’l Falls

Celebrating 30Years!

Wedding
Invitations
Custom Printed by

North Star Publishing

• Invitations and Envelopes

• Programs

• Save the Date
Cards and Magnets

• Thank You Cards

1602 Hwy 71 • Int’l Falls, MN

218-285-7411

localnews

Start your day out right...
ifallsjournal.com

BY EMILY GEDDE

Staf  Writer

The effects of what meteo-
rologists are calling a “polar 
vortex”were felt Monday 
morning at the start of the 
third and final stage of the 
Gichigami Express Sled Dog 
Race at Devil Track Lake 
near Grand Marais.

The vortex that has locked 
almost the entire United 
States under subfreezing 
temperatures created an air 
temperature of 31 below zero 
with a wind chill of 63 below 
as teams of mushers and sled 
dogs took off toward the fin-
ish line.

“It was really cold,” said 
musher Ryan Anderson of 
Ray, who placed fourth in the 
second annual race.

Keith Aili, also of Ray, 
took third place in the event 
while Amanda Vogel, an-
other Ray musher, dropped 
out, or scratched, after the 
first day.

Aili and Anderson were 
among 10 teams that perse-
vered through the bitter cold 
to reach the finish line in 
Grand Portage on Monday 
afternoon, when temps had 
warmed to 17 below zero with 
a wind chill around 40 below.

Musher Buddy Streeper of 
Fort Nelson, British Colum-
bia, won the race followed by 
John Stewart of Aberdeen, 
Scotland.

Aili told The Journal Tues-
day it was fun racing against 
Streeper, who he has known 
“since I was a little kid.”

“Buddy is an eight- or nine- 
time world (sled dog racing) 
champion,” Aili said. “To 
be that close to him in time 
during the race was pretty ex-
citing. He does these shorter 
races and I train for longer 
ones. This was the first time 

we’ve competed against each 
other. I’m very excited be-
cause I know if I adjust my 
training a little bit, I could 
race with him.”

Streeper’s cumulative 
time over the three days 
was 15 hours, 41 minutes, 59 
seconds. Stewart’s time was 
15:45:10, Aili’s was 16:10:11 
and Anderson’s was 16:34:11.

Anderson had the fastest 
time in Monday’s stage with 4 
hours, 32 minutes, 10 seconds.

“It feels good to win the last 
day,” he said. “My main thing 
was to bring 12 dogs there 
and bring them all home 
healthy and that’s what I did. 
I used this as more a fun race 
and as a building block for 
the rest of the season.”

Aili said he expected a 
short, faster stage race, but 
was surprised it turned into 
more of a challenge.

“It was quite a way to kick 
off the season,” he said with 
a laugh.

The biggest challenge was 
fresh snow covering the trail. 
Aili said it was soft making 
for more difficult racing 
conditions.

“Fresh snow is going to 
slow things down,” Anderson 
added. “The dogs have to run 
through it instead of on top of 
it and that makes it tough.”

Still, the cold didn’t bother 
the four-legged stars of the 
show.

Anderson said because 
most of December has seen 
temps well-below zero, his 
team was acclimated to the 
cold.

“The dogs handled it fine,” 
he said.

Aili said he was pleased 
with the performance of 
his team despite bitter wind 
chills.

“Living where we live, 
they were used to it,” he said. 

“But that wind was pretty 
bad. Still, all the dogs are 
happy and healthy.”

TOUGH DECISION

Vogel said she struggled 
with the decision to scratch 
from the race after the first 
day, but knew the health of 
her dogs took top priority.

“Their feet were getting 
really beat up,” she said. 
“Given the timing and the 
goals I have for the season, 
it was the right thing to do... 
I’ve never pulled out of a 
race. It was really hard to 
do.”

With the soft trails, Vogel 
said the dogs’ booties were 
filling with snow causing 
“snowballs” to form on their 
feet. She said dogs can then 
overcompensate for the built-
up snow, which can lead to 

additional injuries. With a 
small kennel, the musher 
said she has little room for 
injured teammates.

“I have 13 dogs in train-
ing. One is at home recover-
ing,” she said in a post on 
Facebook about her decision 
to scratch. “ I have no room 
for error. I am concerned 
that continuing to train with 
trail and weather conditions 
would be too big of a risk to 
the dogs in terms of recovery 
time.”

Vogel said her team is 
tough and would have fin-
ished the race for her, but 
losing their trust was also a 
concern.

“I didn’t want to ruin their 
trust,” she said. “That race 
was for fun and for training 
– the dogs weren’t having 
much fun.”

NEXT UP

Aili said he trained his 
team to win the fast-paced 
Gichigami and now has work 
to do before his next race – the 
almost-400-mile John Bear-
grease Sled Dog Marathon 
Jan. 24-30.

“I have to adjust the dogs 
for the Beargrease,” he said 
while driving home Tuesday. 
“I have to slow them down 
a bit and do some camping 
trips with them.”

Because there is just a 
little over two weeks between 
the two races, Aili said hav-
ing a smaller kennel puts him 
at a disadvantage, but it’s still 
doable.

“The Gichigami and Bear-
grease are two very different 

races,” he said. “There’s some 
work to be done before I go, 
but we’ll be ready. Let’s just 
hope it warms up a bit.”

Anderson is back in action 
Saturday to compete in the 
Voyageur Classic Sled Dog 
Race in Northome. He said 
he’ll bring a different team 
than the one he just raced 
with, including some mem-
bers with very little racing 
experience.

“This is a good race to give 
some of the younger dogs 
more experience,” he said. 
“It’ll be fun to do a local race.”

Vogel  said her tea m 
will hit the trail for more 
training in preparation for 
the Beargrease later this 
month.

Aili takes third in second-annual Gichigami race
Ryan Anderson finishes in fourth 
place; Amanda Vogel scratches

Nace Hagemann of Nace Hagemann Photography 
shot this photo of Keith Aili during the 2014 
Gichigami Sled Dog Express Race in Cook County. 
Aili, of Ray, took third place in the second annual 
event. For more race photos, visit Hagemann’s 
website at wwww.nacehagemann.com. PHOTOS BY NACE HAGEMANN PHOTOGRAPHY

Ryan Anderson’s team of dogs leads the Ray 
musher to fourth place in the Gichigami race 
Monday.


