
www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn. October 18, 2014 | B7

COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Woman objects to accusation 
that she’s a ‘status digger’

Previous Cryptoquote: CRIME IS COMMON. LOGIC IS 
RARE. THEREFORE IT IS UPON THE LOGIC RATHER 
THAN UPON THE CRIME THAT YOU SHOULD DWELL.  – 
Arthur Conan Doyle

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no 

math involved. The grid has numbers, 
but nothing has to add up to anything 
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging. 
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 
30 minutes, depending on your skill 
a nd ex perience. 
The solution for to-
day’s puzzle will 
be published i n 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com 
to find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you begin the week 

with enthusiasm, but excite-
ment begins to wane quite 
quickly. Find a way to rally 
your energy levels so you 
can complete tasks.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Rein in your emotions as 

much as possible this week, 
Taurus. You will feel pas-
sionate about a project in 
the coming days, but you 
still must remain calm as 
you tackle the tasks at hand.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, commitments 

at work may keep you from 
your plans, even if you have 
had a special event on the 
calendar for some time. This 
obligation is unavoidable.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Expect to have some seri-

ous feelings about love and 
romance this week, Cancer. 
You are empowered by the 
sweet feelings and what 
they mean for your future.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you are quite adept 

at maintaining a stoic outer 
appearance, but inside your 
emotions are churning. 
Find a healthy release and 
you will be glad you did.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, test the waters be-

fore you share a secret. This 
way you can get an idea of 
how a small group of people 
will react before you spread 
the word.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, use your natural 

gift for diplomacy to resolve 
a conflict at work. It is easy 
to find common ground and 
steer the conversation to-
ward a reasonable resolution.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
S c o r pio ,  g r ab  s o m e 

friends’ attention as you 
attempt to garner support 
for a coming project. Once 
you have the f loor, make 
the most of this opportunity. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, everything 

in your life seems to be in 
order. Now might be a great 
time to schedule some well-
deserved rest and relaxtion 
with loved ones.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, listen to your 

sixth sense as it guides you 
in a particular direction. 
Your instincts rarely steer 
you wrong. Resist the urge 
to follow what everyone else 
is doing. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
The first step toward 

change at work is to take 
the initiative, Aquarius. 
Once you make the decision 
to forge ahead, everything 
will fall nicely into place.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, don’t worry if you 

have to give up something 
you desire when negotiating 
with others. The chips will 
fall into place.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 19
Jose Bautista, Athlete (34)

OCTOBER 20
Tom Petty, Singer (64)

OCTOBER 21
Will Estes, Actor (36)

OCTOBER 22
Zac Hanson, Singer (29)

OCTOBER 23
Taylor Spreitler, Actress 
(21)

OCTOBER 24
Charlie White, Athlete (27)

OCTOBER 25
Andrew Basso, Magician 
(29)

DEAR ABBY:  I have 
been seeing “Tony” for a 
few weeks. He is kind, car-
ing and will make a great 
boyfriend, husband and 
father someday. My prob-
lem with him is he thinks 
I’m a “status digger.” (It’s 
similar to a gold digger, but 
he means I care only about 
someone’s standing in the 
community.) His rationale 
is based on my friendships.

I come from a privileged 
background. While some 
acquaintances in my circle 
are spoiled and superficial, 
my close friends and I are 
not. Because I grew up here, 
it was only natural I’d date 
guys from a similar back-
ground. While I was not 
opposed to dating outside 
my social circle, the op-
portunity never presented 
itself.

Abby, I have never mea-
sured a guy because of his 
position in society. The 
thought never occurred to 
me. I admit I would proba-
bly be more inclined to date 
someone from a similar 
background because that’s 
what I’m familiar with, but 
I don’t think this makes me 
a social climber, status dig-
ger or elitist. 

How should I address 
this with Tony? I’m afraid 
our relationship will end 
if he can’t see me for who I 
really am. — JUST ME IN 

HOUSTON

 

DEAR JUST ME: Tony 
may come from a blue-col-
lar background. Because 
he perceives you and your 
friends as having had so 
much given to you, he may 

feel inadequate, so he’s put-
ting you on the defensive 
by accusing you of being 
solely interested in social 
status. Of course, that’s 
stereotyping, and it isn’t 
fair to you. Because some-
one comes from inherited 
status/wealth there is no 
guarantee that it won’t dis-
appear. That’s the reason 
some women prefer self-
made men to those from a 
privileged background. 

You and Tony should have 
a frank talk. When you do, 
suggest that before he as-
sumes any more preconcep-
tions about you are true, he 
should get to know you – be-
cause if he doesn’t, he will 
miss out on someone who is 
not only very nice, but who 
thinks HE has a lot to offer.

DEAR ABBY:  W hen 
I was in my 20s, I was in-
volved in a long-term re-
lationship with a married 
man. I became pregnant, 
we ended the relationship 
and I gave birth to an amaz-
ing, intelligent and well-
adjusted son, “Kyle.” There 
has been no contact with my 
former lover, and we have 
no mutual acquaintances.

Now that Kyle is an adult, 
he has expressed an inter-
est in contacting his father. 
He is curious, but doesn’t 
want to disrupt his father’s 
life. Kyle doesn’t feel he 
missed out by not meeting 
his father; he simply won-
ders what he is like. The 
man is easy to locate on 
social media because he has 
an unusual last name.

I don’t want to see my son 
hurt by rejection or lack 
of interest from this man. 
Should I make the initial 
contact? If so, what would 
be the best way to do it? — 
PROTECTIVE MOM IN 

TENNESSEE

 

DEAR PROTECTIVE 

MOM: Your impulse may 
be to protect your son, 
but Kyle should make the 
contact. When he does, he 
should tell the man that you 
are his mother, and that he 
would like to meet him for 
no other reason than to ask 
him some questions and get 
his medical history. The 
response Kyle gets will tell 
him a lot about the man who 
fathered him. But there is 
no guarantee that a man 
who never provided finan-
cial support for his son will 
be receptive, compassion-
ate or polite, and your son 
should be prepared.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 
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