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Family’s dirty little secret
is better left unexposed

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band’s family are hypo-
crites! They talk about ev-
eryone and their problems,
yet when something arises
in their family, they want it
kept hush-hush.

My sister-in-law, “Gina,”
had a baby recently. Her
husband, “Allan,” was sus-
picious because their sex-
ual relations had stopped
years ago. He did a store-
bought DNA test (twice)
and realized the baby was
not his. When he confronted
her, she wouldn’t tell him
who the father is, but said
she had discussed the preg-
nancy with the father, and
they had decided it would be
best for her to raise the baby
as her husband’s.

Well, Allan and Gina
are now being divorced,
and he’s having his name
removed from the baby’s
birth certificate. Of course,
everyone but me wants this
to stay quiet. I want the wife
of the man to know, and I
want ALL the people my
in-laws trash all the time
to know!

Perhapsthis seems mean,
but DANG IT, why shouldn’t
everyone know that Gina
isn’t Miss Perfect? What do
youthink? — TICKED OFF
IN LOUISIANA

DEAR TICKED OFF:
Please don’t act on impulse.
Ithink that as disgusted as
you are with your in-laws,

DEAR ABBY

of the same sex, then you
would be a homosexual.
People who are attracted to
both men and women are
bisexual.

DEAR ABBY: I use pub-
lic transportation to com-
mute to and from work. I
use the time to read and
unwind from my day.
People often start talking
to me, and I find myself

you should keep your mouth
shut. If you spread this
around, it could become the
talk of the community and
eventually embarrass the
CHILD, who is blameless
in all this.

DEAR ABBY: I am a
man who hasrecently fallen
in love with a beautiful
male-to-female transgen-
der. She considers herself a
woman, but on social media
lists herself as male.

I am wondering whether
I should consider myself
gay, bisexual or straight? I
always considered myself
straight until recently. —
NO LONGER SURE IN
TEXAS

DEAR NO LONGER
SURE: Because the per-
son presents herself to you
as female, then you are
a straight man who has
fallen in love with a trans-
gender woman. If you were
attracted only to members

trapped for the next 45
minutes listening to an
unwelcome monologue
about their lives. The fact
that I have earplugs in
and a book on my lap is no
deterrent.

I don’t want to be rude.
What’s the best way to tell
someone I prefer to chill
out and not listen to his/
her ramblings? — BOOK-
WORM IN CALGARY,
CANADA

DEAR BOOKWORM:
Smile at the person and
say, “I need this time to
catch up on my reading.”
That’s asserting your right
to privacy, and it’s not
rude.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby
at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.
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THERE'S
SOMETHING
PECULIAR ABOUT

LYING IN A
DARK ROOM..
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Dilbert

WE BOUGHT A SILICON
VALLEY START—UP JUST
TO GET THE ENGINEERS.

BE GENTLE WITH THEM.
THEYRE SOCIALLY
AWKWARD AND THEY
HAVEN'T SEEN A WOMAN
IN FOUR YEARS.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

WHO'S UP FOR A DEBATE
ABOUT SCALABLE
ARCHITECTURE
FOLLOWED BY SOME
SPAWNING?
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,

every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
through 9.
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
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P.S.: If you don’t have
rubber gloves, rub some
cooking oil on your hands
BEFORE dealing with any
hot peppers. And for gosh
sakes, DON’T rub your eyes,
nose or any other body part!
It’s very painful, and it’s
happened to lots of folks!

Cutting Cantaloupe

Dear Heloise: I cut a can-
taloupe into quarters, and
then I use a grapefruit knife
to cut the fruit from the
skin. This works great, as
the knife is curved and ser-
rated on both sides. -- Jea-
nette W. in New Hampshire

I’'m going to look right
now and see if I have a
grapefruit knife! — Heloise

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

7-30

7-31

BJH KHUPF JGA MSB G MHOGFBI

RO GFF BJPOQA VH HOYRI
HPBJHD VH ASZZHD PO

FPZH.

PO

JHGFBJ RD VH ASZZHD PO ARSF

RD VH QHB ZGB.

HPOABHPO

Previous Cryptoquote: NOTHING CAN SO ALIENATE A
VOTER FROM THE POLITICAL SYSTEM AS BACKING A
WINNING CANDIDATE. - Mark B. Cohen
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