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CRAZY DAZE
DAISY SALE

Wednesday, July 30

HUGE

SAVINGS!

Enjoy Lemonade& Cookies!
Crazy Daze

Clearance Tables

OUTSIDE
Yellow Dot

Daisy Sale

INSIDE
Summer Clearance

Daisys -

$1 Stem Wrapped

Gearhart’s
FLORAL& GIFTS

M-F 8-5, Sat 9-3

532 4th St., I. Falls • 283-8141

Wednesday,
July 30

Hurry to Sjoblom’s

For

CRAZY DEALS

ON

CRAZY DAYS

Hwy 11 East, Int’l Falls

286-5365
Mon - Sat • 9am - 6pm

All Shrubs - Buy One Get One 50% Off!

All Remaining Veggies - Free!

All Remaining Bedding Plants &

Hanging Baskets - 75% Off!

GIFT ITEMS - 10% OFF (Excludes Consignment)

Treats

For The

Kids While

You Shop!

IN OUR PARKING LOT

50% OFF Blowouts!

Shrubs, Bird Houses, Pet Food,

Gift Items & More!!

“A Year Round Garden & Gift Center”

Wednesday, July 30

8:00am-5:00pm

localnews

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

City Beach continues to 
be closed for swimming 
and camping until further 
notice, states a news release 
issued Thursday by Interna-
tional Falls staff.

A sign is now posted at 
the gate of City Beach. Peo-
ple at the beach have been 
observed swimming in re-
cent weeks when the gates 
have been open and no sign 
posted. Lifeguards have 
not been posted there since 
it was closed in mid-June 
after the level of Rainy Lake 
began to rise.

The beach has tested for 
positive for high levels of 
bacteria, according to staff.

The news release states, 
as a result of the continued 
high water levels:

  Debris has accumu-
lated and is periodically 
being removed from the 
swimming beach area by 
city staff.

  Beach sand has eroded 
from the east and west sides 
of  the beach leaving areas 
exposed to gravel and rock.

  The receding water 
levels have carried debris 
and caused contaminated 
materials to run into the 
lake from a variety of  sourc-
es. Early water tests have 
shown elevated levels of  
bacteria. The water quality 
is now being tested along 
the south shore of  Rainy 
Lake at City Beach, Ranier 
Beach, Pat Roche Landing, 

Point O’Pines, Mary’s Point 
and Sha Sha Point. Rou-
tine weekly testing will be 
conducted by the Koochich-
ing County Public Health 
staff  through the summer at 
both City Beach and Ranier 
Beach to ensure the waters 
are safe for swimming.

  Many shoreland areas 
have been covered with fl ood 
water for an extended pe-
riod of  time. The areas with 
grass and other vegetative 
cover are subject to further 

damage and erosion until 
such time as the ground 
dries and the soils stabilize.

“As a result of these con-
ditions, in the interest of 
public safety, the City Beach 
swimming and camping 
areas will remain closed 
to public use until further 
notice,” said the release.

The rest rooms and gates 
to City Beach are closed 
and the swimming beach 
is posted with caution tape 
and “No Swimming” signs. 

The media will be notified 
immediately when City 
Beach is re-opened for pub-
lic use. The public may 
monitor the city of Interna-
tional Falls website for fur-
ther informational updates 
as they become available at 
www.ci.international-falls.
mn.us.

“We thank you for your 
strong volunteer spirit, un-
derstanding, and coopera-
tion,” said the release from 
the city.

Falls officials: City Beach still closed

STAFF PHOTO

A sign posted Thursday at the gate of City Beach indicates the beach is closed 
to swimming and camping because of fl ooding. Early water tests have shown 
elevated levels of bacteria, according to a news release issued Thursday. Test 
will continued to be conducted. Some people in recent weeks have found the 
gates open and no signs posted and believed the beach safe for use, despite a 
lack of lifeguards.

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

Federal and state emergen-
cy relief officials arrived in 
Koochiching County Thurs-
day to begin the process of 
qualifying the county for 
federal relief funding to help 
recover from recent flooding.

Minnesota Homeland 
Security and Emergency 
Management and Federal 
Emergency Management As-
sociation officials met with 
county and city employees 
Thursday to begin review-
ing documentation to see 
if the area qualifies for the 
president’s recent disaster 
declaration.

On Monday, President 
Barack Obama declared a 
major disaster in Minnesota 
after widespread flooding 
throughout the state. The 
initial declaration includes 
eight counties: Chippewa, 
Freeborn, Jackson, Murray, 
Nobles, Pipestone, Renville, 
and Rock, though more coun-
ties can be added as prelimi-
nary damage assessments 
are completed.

The incident period for 
the disaster is June 11-July 
11, Angie Brown, disaster 

recovery coordinator with 
HSEM, said.

“What we are trying to 
look at is to qualify your 
county for the presidential 
declaration,” Brown said.

Brown said FEMA and 
HSEM officials are evaluat-
ing eight different categories 
of eligible work: debris re-
moval; emergency protective 
measures; roads and bridges; 
water control facilities; build-
ings and equipment; utilities; 
and parks, recreation, and 
other facilities.

“We’re taking what we 
can actually see, physically 
see on your invoices,” Brown 
said. “Our goal today is to get 
your county qualified.”

Once the county meets 
the threshold for damage, 
Brown said, it’ll be added 
to the presidential disaster 
declaration. Then, HSEM 
officials will return to brief 
county officials on the appli-
cation process, at which point 
FEMA officials will return, 
and conduct a more in-depth 
damage assessment.

“Hopefully, by the time we 
come back most of your water 
levels are down and we’ll be 
able to get your damages,” 
Brown said.

Relief officials begin 
disaster assessment
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Main Street District 283-8479

Mon.-Fri.
9a.m.-6p.m.

Sat. 10a.m.-3p.m.
Closed Sun.

S

Yellow Tag
Crazy Days Sale!!!

Wed., July 30
7am - 6pm

SALES
Inside & Outside

Any item with
a yellow tag!

Prices as marked
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