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“The sad news is there
isn’t any short-term, or long-
term remediation that we
cando tohelp you under cur-
rent law,” Dill said. “That’s
a sad thing, I know...I see
what’s happening.”

As an International Falls
native, Dill said he cares
about he school district and
wants to see it succeed. And,
he told the board the Falls
isn’t alone.

“Schools have had this
tremendous suffering,” he
said of declining enrollment
in neighboring districts.
“People are having a hard
time adapting...I'll be hon-
est with you, we can’t get
enough (funding) to (com-
pensate) for (the loss of) 70
students. We just can’t get
$500,000 for the Interna-
tional Falls school district.
Every district is experienc-
ing the exact same thing
and that adds up to a lot of
money.”

Dill said he needs the
International Falls commu-
nity to help lawmakers stay
up-to-date on the school’s
current situation.

“Legislating almost al-
ways heeds somebody else,”
he said. “It is not easy to
legislate when we don’t have
input from people.”

Dill expressed disappoint-
ment he hasn’t received a
single email or phone call
from constituents of the

SHELTER

» continued from:Al:

unisex accessible bathroom,
office, separate cat and dog
kennel areas, an intake area,
mechanical and janitorial
area and an animal bathing
area.

Constructing a new facil-
ity grew from discussions
that started in 2010, when
city and county officials
joined with BHS volunteers
to consider ways to remove
the existing shelter from its
location within construction
ofthe community’s sanitary
sewer plant.

When more about state
and federal requirements
were known, it became ap-

COUNCIL
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In separate meetings
Tuesday, the Falls City
Council and the county
board approved providing
$3,333 each, which will be
added to the same amount
from the CVB, for a Trav-
elerFun action planner
distributed in late March
or early April. The informa-
tion will be provided as an
insertion in 400,000 Sunday
newspapers in Oklahoma,
Texas, Arkansas and Loui-
siana. The guide and the
advertising will also be
included in an accompany-
ing website, which will be
available for 12 months.

CVB President Joe Mer-
shon and Director Pete
Schultz met in December
with council and county
board committees to ask
each government contribute
$93,000 to market tourism
opportunities through six
projects. They said the CVB
was prompted to seek ad-
ditional money for market-
ing with the loss of 265 jobs
from the local paper mill
and tourism serving as the
community’s second largest
industry.

Coming late in the plan-
ning for each government’s
2014 budget, both city and
county officials said it
wasn’t likely they could
come up with that much
money at that time.

However, both groups
agreed the timing was right
for additional investment
in tourism marketing and
asked the CVB representa-
tives to consider downsizing
their plans.

Inresponse, Mershon and
Schultz said the TravelFun
planner is the best bang for
the bucks available.

The south central states
have not been a target for
marketing the local oppor-
tunities in the past, however
the CVB staff have noticed a
number of people from those
states are visiting the area
to escape the heat in their

school district asking for
his help.

“That’s a problem ,
he said. “We’re not being
heard...I can’t translate
(concerns) into action at the
state capital without a grass-
roots effort...Somebody has
to step up with a solution
and we’re working on that,
but we need help from the
moms, the dads, the teach-
ers and the board so we can
sell it.”

Duringthelastlegislative
session, Dill said the state
was able to pay off all of its
debt and surface with a $1
billion projected surplus. He
expects dollar signs to pop
up in the eyes of some of his
colleagues’ with many bills
being introduced on how to
spend the money. But, Dill
said the surplus will need
to take on priorities.

“We need to increase
our rainy day and reserve
funds,” he said. “Then, we
have to start looking at
where we can get the most
value for every dollar spent.
We’ll be looking at health
care and education...We
hope then to be in a posi-
tion to add some additional
money in education.”

Dill concluded that he
welcomes questions and
suggestions from board
members, teachers, staff
and parents of the Falls
school district by calling his
cell phone: 218-278-2278 and
or emailing him at: david.
dill@house.mn.

“I have hope that in the

’

.
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Falls School Board member Willi Kostiuk, left, and Falls Superintendent
Nordy Nelson, center, listen to Rep. David Dill Tuesday. Dill said he needs a
grassroots effort from community members to help lawmakers improve the
loss of state funding and enrollment at district schools.

coming years, we’ll be able
to get on a better footing in
my hometown and I will do
my best to deliver that,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the board
will hold a special work
session addressing cost ad-
justment options at 5 p.m.
Monday in the Falls High
School cafeteria.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business Tues-
day, the board adopted a
weighted-grading policy
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The site for a new shelter is surrounded by trees
and located west of Menard’s lumber yard.

parent to the group the ex-
isting facility could not be
temporarily moved and few
places to locate the facility
were available.

The new shelter is a bit
larger than first anticipated

Bob
Anderson

Cynthia
Jaksa

home states.

The campaign will collect
the names and addresses
of leads for the advertisers
and the CVB will be able
to judge the success of the
campaign by the number of
leads generated by the print
and online offerings.

The theme of the adver-
tising will be the multiple
recreational opportunities
offered in Borderland, and
will urge the audience to
get more information by
visiting the CVB’s website
or requesting printed mate-
rial directly from the CVB
through email, mailings or
its toll-free phone number.

County board members
cautioned the CVB an ongo-
ing request for funding in
the future may be difficult,
and considering a funding
request outside the normal
budgeting process is a chal-
lenge.

Councilors and com-
missioners recognized the
CVB'’s effort to promote the
area and to help assist the
community in recovering
from the loss of paper mill
jobs.

Schultz told the board
and council he would make
regular reports to both
groups about the results of
the campaign as referrals
and requests for materials
are received by the CVB.

OTHER CITY BUSINESS

In other business, the
Falls City Council agreed
on a 3-1 vote Tuesday to
pay annual dues of $10,004
to the Coalition of Greater
Minnesota Cities. May-
or Bob Anderson voted
against the motion; Coun-
cilor Paul Eklund was ab-

in order to meet Americans
with Disabilities Act and
state shelter requirements.

The new site is expected
to be surrounded by a pub-
lic dog park and is not near
residences.

sent from the meeting.

Anderson asked the dues
be pulled from the regular
claims for more discussion.
He questioned the need to
belong to two organizations
representing cities and said
he believed membership
in the League of Minne-
sota Cities, at annual dues
of $5,888, was of more value.

He said the league is the
premier organization rep-
resenting cities in the state
and is used for lobbying,
webinars, research and edu-
cation by elected officials
and city staff.

“Why pay more to an
organization that does less
and only represents 10 per-
cent of the cities?” he asked.
“I can’t support $10,000 for
a group that does less and
really don’t need.”

He said the league repre-
sents 800 Minnesota cities
while the coalition repre-
sents just 85 cities.

But other councilors said
the council had agreed in
committee to maintain
membership in both orga-
nizations and said the co-
alition represents smaller,
rural cities, which often
have different needs and
concerns than the larger,
more metropolitan cities.

Councilor Cynthia Jaksa
stressed the coalition was
instrumental in “meeting
theneeds of rural cities with
low tax bases reliant on lo-
cal government aid (LGA).”

She said some cities be-
longing to the league oppose
the state providing LGA to
some cities.

She noted she is a member
of the board of directors
of the coalition and said
the city pays for other lob-
bying services, including
for improvements to U.S.
Highway 53.

Councilor Gail Rognerud
said she saw no reason to
withdraw from member-
ship of the coalition and
said the nearly $4 million
in LGA the city will receive
from the state may not have
occurred without the coali-
tion’s input.

for high school juniors and
seniors.

In October, the board
agreed to implement the
grading system to certain
classes at the 11th and 12th
grade levels beginning sec-
ond semester. A weighted
grading system offers an
equal credit for a lower
grade in a more difficult
class. The system would add
0.5 points to grades A-C.

While some students tak-
ing classes through the
Post Secondary Enrollment
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ICEARMOR|
Gray/
Black

Extreme

Suit

Sale
$299%

Reg. $399%

Option Program at Rainy
River Community College
opposed implementation of
the system, administration
said it felt it would give stu-
dents more of an incentive
to enroll in a more rigorous
class for a chance to im-
prove grade point averages.

The board also agreed to
change the district’s prom
policy and allow high school
juniors or seniors to bring
a date who is out of high
school as long as they are
not over 19 years old.

Ice Fishing
Inventory Reduction

SALE!!

Blue/
Black
Cold
Weather
Suit

Sale
$199%

Reg. $299%

Frabill

Previously, the school’s
prom policy allowed stu-
dents in other schools who
are juniors or seniors in
high school to attend the
FHS prom. Cory Netland,
the board’s student repre-
sentative, in November,
asked the board to consider
allowing students who are
out of high school to attend
prom if they are up to age 19.

Elections of board of-
ficers took place Tuesday.
Gordy Dault was elected to
the chairperson position,
Michelle Hebner will hold
the seat of vice-chairperson,
Willi Kostiuk will serve as
the clerk, and Dena Wen-
berg will be the treasurer.

In the personnel consent
portion of the agenda, the
board agreed to:

W Hire Shannon Keeney
as an educational support
professional.

m Hire Paul Hjelle as the
head boys track coach for
the 2014 season.

B Hire Dan Zika as the
assistant boys track coach
for the 2014 season.

® Hire Sheryl Hendrick-
son as the assistant girls
track coach for the 2014
season.

B Hire Kevin Gordon as
the head girls softball coach
for the 2014 season.

m Hire Katie Hamers as
the assistant girls softball
coach for the 2014 season.

B Hire Trever Estabrooks
as a full-time custodian.

m Hire Jake Ruelle as a full-
time equivalent custodian.
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Grey

Ice suit

Jacket & Bibs
L, XL, XXL

Reg. $299%

Eskimo Wide 1

Ice Fishing Shelter
* Expandable wide bottom
* Flip down frame

* Fully insulated JMA\V/S

Reg. $399%

Eskimo Flipmo 2
Ice Fishing Shelter
* Flip down design

* Insulated

SAVE
$100

Sale
$399%

Reg. $499%

Otter Pro XT900 Large
Resort Fish House

e Full thermal shell

* 3 bucket seats

Eskimo
Shark Z51:8”

D
Power Ice Auger

* \/iper engine
* Auger 42” length

e Comfort Grip Handles

Sale $349%°

Reg. $399%

Eskimo

* Primer Button

Reg. $299%

Stingray Series

8” Power Auger

* High performance
1.2 horsepower 33 cc

* See-through Gas tank
* Finger tip throttle

Sale $259%°

Clam Twin Hub Il
Ice Shelter
1-2 anglers, 25 sq. ft.

Sale $119%°

Reg. $149%°

Designated Display

Fish Houses
Make A

Reasonable Offer!!
See Your Outdoorsman

Salesman!

Clam Bait Well

* Designed to mount on
fishing shelters

* V5 gallon bucket

Frabill Trekker
Shuttle

¢ 13.7 cu. ft. of storage
* Hard top protects gear

Sale $129%

Reg. $189%

Sale $199”

Otter Wild Medium
Sled Combo
Includes: sled,

hitch, hyfax

& cover

Sale $18”

Reg. $26%°

» Showdown 5.6 FishFinder
reg. $339.99 SALE $299.99

e Showdown 5.6 Duel Beam FishFinder

reg. $399.99 SALE $349.99

¢ LX-7 Ice Fishing Sonar 7” LCD Screen Ice

Unit Complete with soft case

reg. $699.99 SALE $599.99

* VS 380 Underwater Big Screen
Viewing System
reg. $269.99 SALE $199.99

JUST A CLICK AWAY

Below Cost

* FL-12 Ultra Pack Fishing Flasher with 12 Degree
Ice-Ducer reg. $459.99 SALE $399.99

»* Fish Scout Underwater

for graph reg. $639.99 SALE $499.99
* FL-22 HD Pro Pack Ice Fishing Sonar

Great reg. $599.99 SALE $549.

Selection of
Electronics!!

DTD Camera with spot

FREE Soft
Case!

99

HURRY IN! WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

From Walleye to Whltetall

The Outdoorsman’s
Headquarters

Hwy 53 and

llth Street - Int’] Falls

Mon.- Fri. 6am-9pm - Sat. 5am-9pm - Sun. 6am-5pm - 283-9337
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