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Water cooler in dining room
Is no reason to boil over

DEAR ABBY:I'm15and
my brother is 19. He still
lives at home and recently
acquired a water cooler --
the kind you see in doctors’
offices. He has it sitting
in the dining room and,
frankly, I hate it! It’s un-
sightly and unnecessary.

My parents allow it to
stay there. They have never
cared much about how
their house looks. I do most
of the cleaning. Is there
any way I can convince
them to remove the water
cooler? It’s not the kind
you see in home magazines.
— WANTS A NORMAL
HOUSE

DEAR WANTS A NOR-
MAL HOUSE: Ideally,
a water cooler would be
placed in a kitchen. How-
ever, if there isn’t room for
it in your parents’ kitchen,
and meals are shared in
the dining room, that’s the
logical place for it. I can’t
see why the water cooler
would embarrass you. Most
people’s homes don’t re-
semble the layouts you see
in magazines. They are an
“ideal” folks aim for until
reality compels them to
organize their living space
in a way that conforms to
their needs and budgets,
rather than their desires.

DEAR ABBY: I have
been dating my boyfriend
for three years. We get
along well, but he has the
most annoying habit of
gnawing his fingernails. It
is constant, and he hardly
has any left. I find it re-
pulsive and embarrassing
when we’re out in public.

DEAR ABBY

I have asked him repeat-
edly to stop. He says he
has done it all his life and
I should stop nagging. If it
were the other way around
and I knew somethingIdid
bothered him, I'd try my
best not to do it because
I loved him. I know most
people have habits, and
this ismore of an addiction.
What canIsay tomake him
stop? —BITING OFF TOO
MUCH IN S. CAROLINA

DEAR BITING: Nail-
biting is typically related
to stress and anxiety. There
are ways to stop, and he
should talk about it with his
doctor. Beyond suggesting
that he make an appoint-
ment, nothing you can say
will “make” your boyfriend
change his behavior. Be-
cause you find the habit
repulsive and embarrass-
ing, the question it’s time to
ask yourself is whether it’s
a deal-breaker, and no one
can answer that but you.

DEAR ABBY: I am 20
years old and have been in
a relationship since I was
15.Inever had a childhood.
At141became an adultand
never got to experience any

teenage freedom. I realize
now that I'm not ready to
settle down with anyone,
but I know he is. I am un-
happy, but I'm afraid of
hurting him.

I am the type of person
who would hurt myself
before I hurt anyone else.
I think I’'m ready to expe-
rience life as a separate
individual, butI don’t know
how to tell him. He always
said this would happen, but
I denied it. Now I realize
he was right. I don’t know
how to start the conversa-
tion. Please help me. —
NOT READY TO SETTLE
DOWN

DEAR NOT READY:
You are the type of person
who would hurt yourself
before you hurt anyone
else? While that is altruis-
tic to the mag, it is a dan-
gerous way to live your life.
In a case like this, better
HE should cry for a short
time than YOU should cry
for the next decade or so.

A way to start the con-
versation would be to say:
“Weneed to talk, and I need
to be honest with you. You
were right when you said
this wouldn’t last -- and I
was immature and inex-
perienced when I said you
were wrong.”

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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HE'S NO HITTER AT ALL!
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!
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Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in
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Saturday’s paper. [239]5 8 7[1 4 6

279 Or you can go to |7 4 8|21 6|3/ 95
www.sudoku.com to [1 5 6]4 3 918 2 7

9 find the solution. 48217651913
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HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, no matter how hard
you work, you just cannot
seem to get ahead this week.
Instead of tiring yourself un-
necessarily, take a break and
regroup.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, although you have
many questions, the answers
will not come so easily to you
in the next few days. Bide

your time for a revelation.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
It will be really difficult
to put you in a bad mood this
week, Gemini. Your energy
and cheer will be a bright
light to those around you, so
enjoy the next few days.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, you may want to
be friends with everyone, but
you may have to accept that
you have a few people who
just do not meld with your
interests. Hang out with those
who do.

LEQ - Jul 23/Aug 23
Exercise can do more than
just keep you physically fit,
Leo. It also can help boost
your mood when you need a
pick-me-up, which could be
the case in the near future.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, each time you think
the grass will be greener
somewhere else, you quickly
learn it is not the case. Learn
to appreciate what you have,
and you will be glad for hav-
ing done so.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
Libra, generosity will en-
dear you to others, but you
have to be generous for the
right reasons. It’s not a good
idea to build friendships on
false pretenses.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, avoid taking on
any more projects for the time
being. Although you excel in
tackling things, even the best
of us need a rest from time
to time.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, you will have
to buckle down and get some
things done at work, even
if you are a little under the
weather. Take things nice
and easy once your work is
done.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Capricorn, devoting time
to a spouse or children is of
the utmost importance this
week, while other matters
will have to wait. Enjoy this
opportunity to spend time
with your loved ones.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, a hectic sched-
ule is compromising your
ability to stay focused on
the tasks at hand. You may
need some help sorting some
things out.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
There are enough diver-
sions around to take your
mind off of your problems,
Pisces. They may not disap-
pear, but you can address
some issues later.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 1
Zendaya Coleman, Actress
an

SEPTEMBER 2
Keanu Reeves, Actor (49)

SEPTEMBER 3
Jennie Finch, Athlete (33)

SEPTEMBER 4
Wes Bentley, Actor (35)

SEPTEMBER 5
Michael Keaton, Actor (62)

SEPTEMBER 6
Swoosie Kurtz, Actress (69)

SEPTEMBER 7
Oliver Hudson, Actor (37)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYULBAAXK
isLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used

for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words

are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

8-31 CRYPTOQUOTE

FL ZKK KYQL CSULV OGL
AZEL AJH, TCO FL UDS’O
Z K K GZAQL OGL AZEL

GDVYPDS. JDSVZU

ZULSZCLYV

Previous Cryptoquote: AN APOLOGY IS THE SUPERGLUE

OFLIFE. ITCANREPAIRJUST ABOUT ANYTHING. -Lynn
Johnston



