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FI RST AMEN DMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

County plan

is right move §

With concern about the
spread of aquatic invasive
species in Minnesota, the
Koochiching County Board
and county staff are on track
with the development of a pro-
tection plan for Borderland
waters.

Preventing the spread of
aquatic invasive species in
a county like Koochiching is
a big task and it appears the
county’s plan should be able
to meet the challenge.

Implementation of the plan
will be assisted by $48,963
now and another $108,805 in
2015. The money is a result
of action by the state Legisla-
ture this year and is based on
the number of boat launches
in each county.

The money must be used
specifically to prevent the
introduction or limit the
spread of invasive species
at all water accesses in the
county. Koochiching County
contains 29 public water
accesses, according to the
Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources.

Borderland lakes and riv-
ers are clearly not immune
to these threats to our native
species.

Already the spiny water-
flea has colonized on Rainy
Lake. This most recent in-
vader seems to affect the
aquatic food chain, Kevin
Peterson, DNR area fisheries
supervisor told The Journal.
Smelt, a nonnative species,
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hasbeen found in Rainy Lake
since the early 1990s, he said.
This species experienced the
typical boom and bust a new
species often does in a new
habitat, but appears to now
be maintaining at a lower
level, he said.

To the east, Peterson said
rusty crayfish have been
found in Sand Point Lake and
are abundant in Lake Ver-
milion, consuming aquatic
plants that provide habitat
for native fish and wildlife.
To the west, zebra mussels
have been found in the very
upper reaches of the Bigfork
River, with the potential to
eventually make their way
to the Rainy River and onto
Lake of the Woods.

Monitoring where these
nonnative species arenow and
making plans to keep them
from spreading to nearby wa-
ters is important for a variety
of reasons. We who live here
valuenativefish, wildlife, and
plant populations and many
of us work hard to maintain
and even improve them for
our recreational enjoyment
as well as the economic boost
it brings by drawing visitors
to Borderland.

County commissioners
and staff involved in develop-
ing and now implementing
the plan deserve kudos, as do
Minnesota lawmakers who
saw the wisdom in providing
money to counties for local
efforts.
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Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or
contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-

sions take place.

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less.
Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signhed
and include the telephone number and address of the
letter writer. Only the author’s city address will be

published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, Inter-
national Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail
to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.
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People of St. Thomas and St. Columban
respond to a pressing papal call to evangelize

BY MARGE VEEDER

In a local, focused and
powerful response to Pope
Francis’ call to evangelize,
parishioners at St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish and St. Co-
lumban Parish ushered in
the Advent season with a
Parish Mission conducted
on Dec. 3, 4, and 5 within
the Rainy River rock walls
of the International Falls
church.

Approximately 350 peo-
ple attended the three-day
event which culminated
in a Mass celebrated by
Bishop Paul Sirba of the
Diocese of Duluth on Fri-
day night. The mission,
the first of its kind to be
conducted at St. Thomas
in more than a decade, was
organized and led by the
parish pastor, Father Ben
Hadrich.

David Walsh, director
of Evangelization and For-
mation for St. Anthony
Parish in Ely, was the
speaker for the Wednesday
night session. In a talk
directed primarily to the
junior and senior high stu-
dents from the parishes’
Faith Formation program
and their parents, Walsh
related the spiritual jour-
ney which led him from
his Australian home to
both the U.S. and to sev-
eralleadershiproles in the
Duluth diocese.

“The reason that we'’re
here is because of the peo-
ple through the centuries
who said, “Yes,” to God’s
call,” Walsh noted, in re-
marks which served as an
apt lead-in to a commemo-
ration of the pivotal affir-
mation of Jesus’ mother,
Mary, in the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception
which would follow five
days later.

Walsh emphasized for

those present the impor-
tance of asking questions
of God in an attempt to get
to know Him better. He
invited the young people
to consider the 73 books of
the Bible as 73 extensive
and well-written Facebook
pages which not only pro-
file God in the Holy Trin-

lead to a deeper connection
with God and His people
will lead to happiness, he
remarked.

Kevin Pilon of St. John
the Evangelist Parish of
Duluth led praise and wor-
ship in the form of music
for the Thursday night
session.
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That need, Father Bran-
don said, is to be met only
in Jesus Christ.
Moravitz also spoke
about the difference be-
tween “fun” and “happi-
ness” —adistinction which
he said is largely miss-
ing in the world at large.
Though it is easy to seek
out and experience fun ac-
tivities, only those which

Francis Parish in Brain-
erd, led a brief discussion
about how best to prepare
for the Sacrament and
what to expect in the Con-
fessional.

Assisting Father Had-
rich as visiting confessors
for Wednesday and Thurs-
day were Father Steve
Daigle, of Holy Rosary, Au-
rora; Father Drew Braun,
St. Mary’s Parish, Cook;
Father Victor de Gagne, St.

Mary’s, Fort Frances; and
Father Rozier and Father
Moravitz.

Father Hadrich and
Deacon Fran Zaren joined
Bishop Sirba at the altar in
the Mass on Friday night.
In his homily, Bishop Sir-
ba underscored the sig-
nificance of the Eucharist
as central to the life of a
parish —and to the life of a
Christian. In addition, he
offered the full resources
of the diocese to the par-
ish, and especially to the
young people, as they seek
tolearn about and to share
the Gospel of Our Lord.

This past summer, Fa-
ther Ben Hadrich was
named as the pastor of St.
Thomas and St. Columban
Parishes in International
Falls and Littlefork, re-
spectively. Father Hadrich
is a native of McGregor,
MN, who most recently
served as assistant pastor
at St. John’s in Duluth.

Father Ben noted that
the attendance and the
enthusiasm expressed and
generated during this first
mission vastly exceeded
his expectations. “I am
both thrilled and humbled
to see the work which is
moving forward in the
parish and in northern
Minnesota,” he added. In
thanking those who as-
sisted in working for the
success of the mission,
and in recognizing their
wonderful work, he said
he was most conscious of
their shared limitations
in accomplishing their
objectives. “This is Jesus,”
he stated.

Veeder is a Faith
Formation teacher at
St. Thomas Aquinas, a
member of the parish’s
Worship Commission
and a former Journal
staff writer.

City charter clear on how to move forward

To the editor,

This North Koochiching
Area Sanitary Sewer Board
conflict is the exact reason
why the people elected Bob
Anderson as mayor to put a
stop to this political favor-
itism that’s been going on
for way too many years in
International Falls.

The majority of taxpay-
ers and voters have had
enough. Reappointing of
Tom Worth, that’s fine; Bri-
an McBride, that’s conflict
of interest with his brother,
Tim McBride, as executive
director, which is highly

debatable how he got that
job in the first place.

And for Pete Kalar, city
councilor, to make the state-
ment that he would vote no
to any other persons for
that position without know-
ing who else is seeking to
fill those openings — he is
guilty of political games-
manship. And if that’s how
he makes his decisions as a
city councilor, then maybe
he should think why he’s
there.

You see, there’s certain
individuals who know
they’re losing their reign

of tyranny in International
Falls and they don’t like it.

Read International Falls
Charter Section 17, then
judge for yourself who is
right and who is wrong on
many things that have tak-
en place in International
Falls.

No. 1, how certain indi-
viduals got the jobs that
they hold now. (Charter
Section 17 City Contracts).
No officer of said city shall,
during his term of office, be
or become in any manner
interested in any contract
in behalf of the city or any

department thereof, with
himself or with any firm
of which he is a member,
or with any association or
corporation of which he
may be an officer, and any
such contract shall be abso-
lutely void, and such officer
shall forfeit such office so
held by him and thereafter
disqualified from holding
any office in said city.
This is what they don’t
want you to know. How’s
that saying go? One person
can make a difference.
Darren Wallen
International Falls, MN



