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together a book.
“I wrote books, but they 

were so bad, even my two 
sons would not read them,” 
she said with a laugh. “They 
were that bad.”

Determined to carry out 
her dream of becoming a 
published author, Bradley 
joined the Society of Chil-
dren’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators, a non-profit 
organization which is one 
of the largest existing or-
ganizations for writers and 
illustrators.

“It’s a major network for 
people like me who love to 
write,” she said. “It’s only 
purpose is for people to get 
better and improve the qual-
ity of children’s literature.”

Because the SCBWI acts 
as a network for the ex-
change of knowledge be-
tween people involved with 
literature for young people, 
Bradley said she was able 
to make connections with 
people who ultimately led 
her down the path to becom-
ing published.

“I got a fabulous author, 
Kathleen Duey, as a men-
tor,” she said. “She has writ-
ten over 80 books.”

Bradley said Duey “liter-
ally tore the book apart” 
during the first review of 
the book.

Eventually, Duey suggest-
ed Bradley throw her draft 
away and start Wilder’s 
Edge from scratch.

“I did it,” she said. “I 
valued her opinion so much 
that I didn’t get discouraged 
at all.”

Duey’s advice paid off 
and Bradley’s book made 
its debut in June after be-
ing picked up by North Star 
Press in St. Cloud.

Wilder’s Edge is an ac-
tion-packed story of two 
13-year-old cousins who set 
out on a hunt for gold.

“These kids think a per-
fect day is being out on the 
lake,” she said. “They had a 
love of adventure.”

The book includes many 
local attractions including 
Little America Island and 
Rainy Lake One Stop.

“People who live in the 
area will definitely recog-
nize some familiar spots in 
the book,” Bradley said. “I 
hope readers – regardless of 
age – will rediscover what a 
beautiful area we have ... the 

perfect day can be without 
electronics and just be spent 
out on the lake.”

Wilder’s Edge is available 

locally at City Drug, the 
Coffee Landing Cafe and 
at Barnes and Noble and 
Amazon.com.
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Friday August 9, 2013
6:00 pm

Stories on the porch

3 houses west of the community
building on the river.

7:00 pm
ACOUSTIC SMOKE Folk Rock

Woody’s Lakeside Deck

Foodshelf FUNDRAISER

Ranier Rainy Lake Sunset

8:00 pm

STREET DANCE-Duluth St

John Streiff-King Of The Road Entertainment

Saturday, August 10
7 am-10:30 am

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Fundraiser at Community Building

Sponsored by County Market

10 am to 4 pm

RENDEZVOUS YACHT CLUB
COMMUNITY SAIL Public Welcome

PARADE
12 pm Pooch BYODog 218-286-4049

12:30 pm MAIN PARADE

Contact: 218-286-3096

MUSIC
Following parade

RAINY LAKE ORCHESTRA

ON THE BOARDWALK

ACOUSTIC SMOKE Music
Ice Box Radio Theater

WOODY’S LAKESIDE DECK

Sat. AUGUST 10
1 pm-4 pm

VNP North Canoe Rides
SPRUCE STREET DOCK

FINSTAD AUTO-MARINE
SHOP TOURS

CLASSIC BOATS ON THE BAY

ANTIQUE BOAT MODELS
HISTORIC PHOTOS

CLASSIC CARS IN THE PARK
Ranier Woodworks-
Duluth Street Landing

KID’S BARREL TRAIN RIDES

RUGRAT CORNER across from Ranier Park

Friday 3-8 pm Saturday 9 am-8 pm

6:30 TREASURE HUNT

Contact: Tammy 218-240-5553

Little FREE Library
Book Donation & Collection

Book Signings,
Facepainting, Original Art,

Balloon Toss
Community Yard Sales

Vendors-Call 218-286-5699

BEER GARDEN &
Tropical Drink TIKI BAR

Ranier Muni

3 pm

Lawn Mower Drag Races
Duluth Street

Scott Service 218-283-3833

MUSIC - Open Mic 4PM-Dusk
F. R. Woody’s Pub 218-286-2066

Ranier Rainy Lake Sunset
Street Dance 8 pm - 1 am

John Streiff-King Of The Road Entertainment

Roadhouse Courtesy Vans call

6-11 pm 218-324-2012

Come Join Us
QUESTIONS? 218-286-5699

RANIER
SUMMER FESTIVAL

Put your

Wedding or
Engagement in

The Journal
cost is $50

Submit photo and

information to

Tammie Calder

tammiec@ifallsjournal.com

or call 218-285-7411

All faiths or beliefs are welcome.

A ssisted living can
mean many things.

Here assisted living goes beyond around-the-clock

help and assistance with the daily needs of living.

It’s about being part of a caring community.

To learn more, call Danette at (218) 285-9563.

Bronco

G o l f

BRONCO

GOLF BOOSTER

SCRAMBLE

$35 00/ Person

August
16th, 2013

4:00 p.m.

* 100 person limit

Steak Dinner will be Served!

Contact Falls Country Club

218-283-4491
to sign up today!

LEISURE
FUN IN BORDERLAND
The Journal welcomes ideas for stories about people in our 
community who have interesting pastimes or hobbies.  

Call the Journal at 285-7411

BY EMILY GEDDE

Staf  Writer

When Diane Bradley first 
visited Rainy Lake more 
than 30 years ago, she in-
stantly fell in love.

The Two Harbors na-
tive says while writers 
are discouraged to write 
about what they enjoy most, 
Bradley beat the odds with 
her first published book, 
“Wilder’s Edge,” a histori-
cal fiction for young adults 
about bootlegging and find-
ing gold.

“What kid doesn’t want 
to read about a gold hunt?” 
Bradley said.

The author was intro-
duced to the area shortly 
after she met her husband, 
Jeff Kantor, an Interna-
tional Falls native, while 
attending the University of 
Minnesota in Duluth.

“I fell in love with him 

and I fell in love with Rainy 
Lake,” she said.

The couple lives in Rang-
er, Ind., but spend their 
summers in a cabin on Jack-
fish Bay where Bradley is 
constantly inspired by the 
natural beauty around her.

“We had been looking 
for a cabin for 10 years ... 
it’s nothing fancy,” she said 
of the summer home. “We 
were lucky enough to get 
the cabin we have. It’s the 
old Jon Nelson property. We 
absolutely love it and we’ll 
never change it.”

Bradley, a retired radia-
tion physics professor at the 
University of Indiana South 
Bend, said she always had a 
secret passion for writing.

“In the back of my mind, 
I always wanted to write,” 
she said.

Two years after her re-
tirement, Bradley said she 
“floundered” with piecing 

Book tells story of gold hunting and bootlegging on Rainy Lake

STAFF PHOTO BY EMILY GEDDE

Diane Bradley’s book, “Wilder’s Edge,” is available 
at City Drug, the Coffee Landing Cafe and at 
Barnes and Noble and Amazon.com.

More information
For more information, visit 
http://dianebradleywriter.
com.

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Preston Gunderson, a na-
tive from Virginia, Minn., 
begins his musical perfor-
mance and songwriters 
workshop this week with 
a stop at the International 
Falls Public Library at 

noon Aug. 14.
Gunderson will perform 

and provide input on writ-
ing and recording original 
music, his processes and 
musical experiences as a 
singer/songwriter at the 
event.

The musician was a cast-

ing finalist for this year’s 
season of The Voice on NBC, 
and was one of only 200 out 
of more than 500,000 audi-
tions to be flown out to Los 
Angeles.

He will perform songs 
from his album “While I 
Was Gone,” which reached 

Preston Gunderson kicks off musical tour 

into the top 200 songs on 
the iTunes pop charts. He 
is also expected to perform 
songs from his latest re-
lease, “The Recluse–EP,” 
which was in the top 25 
songs on the iTunes singer/
songwriter charts.

Gunderson is currently 
working on a new album 
that will be recorded at the 
Terrarium recording studio 
in Minneapolis. Fans can 
hear a sample of his music 
on iTunes.

The Musical Performance 
& Songwriters workshop is 
for both teens and adults. 
Feel free to bring a note 
pad to jot down songwriting 
tips as Gunderson shares 
his personal story of being 
a songwriter and working 
in the music business in-
dustry.

Samplicity Art Hovel an-
nounces the second year 
of an annual event taking 
place in the Littlefork and 
International Falls commu-
nities, the “Art Hovel Hop,” 
is set for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Aug. 17.

According to a release, 
the Art Hovel Hop is a “stu-
dio cruise” during which 
local artists open their stu-
dios to the public.

The community has a 
chance to go from studio 
to studio, learning about 
and viewing art. A chance 
for everyone to see works 
in-progress right where 
they’re made, the raw ma-
terials each artist uses, and 
what goes into each finished 
work of art.

Five locations will par-
ticipate in this year’s Art 
Hovel Hop, and persons 
visiting all five will have a 
chance to win a prize.

Fliers with details and 
locations can be obtained in 
Littlefork at Samplicity Art 
Hovel, 816 McPherson St., 
and in International Falls 
at Northland Art Society 
art room 114 in Backus Com-
munity Building.

Fliers with other loca-
tions can also be obtained 
at these two participating 
places Aug. 17. Participants’ 
“tours” can start and end at 
any of the locations between 
10 and 4.

Local art 
studios open 
to public


