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Skipping out on an education
may be costly in the future

DEAR ABBY: I am a
junior in high school and
will graduate in the first
semester of my senior year.
Someday I would like to
be a stay-at-home mom. I
have no interest in going to
college. I feel it would be a
waste of money for me to go
when I don’t intend to use
my degree.

To say my parents are
disappointed in me over
this is putting it mildly.
They have a life planned
for me that includes college.
I would also like to move
away to somewhere where
it’s warm year-round, and
they don’t like that idea
either.

How do I make them un-
derstand that this is MY
life and everything will be
OK? — UNINTERESTED
IN IDAHO

DEAR UNINTEREST-
ED: I'll paraphrase an old
proverb: “When man makes
plans, God laughs.” What it
means in your case is that
a smart cookie stays FLEX-
IBLE.

Let’s say, for instance,
that you get the life you
fantasize about: You marry
a man who adores you,
doesn’t mind that you have
only a high school degree
and is wealthy enough to
support you. You have two
or three beautiful children
together and things are go-
ing great.

But what if, heaven for-
bid, he becomes seriously ill
and can’t work -- or worse,
drops dead, leaving you the
sole support of those kids?
It has been known to hap-
pen. (And then, of course,
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there’s also the possibility
of divorce, which has been
known to happen, too.)

Be SMART. Listen to
your parents, and arm
yourself with the best edu-
cation you can possibly
attain because the reality
is, one day you may need
to use it.

DEAR ABBY: The
school year has started and
many high school girls like
me are faced with a similar
problem: how to politely
decline when a boy asks you
to a dance.

Whether it be homecom-
ing, winter formal or prom,
some boys go all out and
ask girls in elaborate and
creative ways. I don’t know
what to do in these situa-
tions if I don’t want to go
with the boy who is asking
me. I feel bad saying “no”
because of all the work they
put into it, and also some-
times there is an audience
watching. Should I just go
anyway? — SARATOGA
TEEN

DEAR SARATOGA
TEEN: If “many” girls
share your problem, it’s
news to me. Most of the ones

I hear from worry that they
won’t be asked.

If the young man has
made a production out of
inviting you, say thank you
and that you’re flattered,
but you’ll have to think
about it and will get back to
him later. When you refuse
the invitation, it should be
done privately so you won’t
embarrass the boy.

P.S. That said, keep this
in mind -- sometimes, a girl
ends up having a good time
with the person she least
expected to.

DEAR ABBY: I fre-
quently receive requests
via Facebook and other
social media sites asking
for prayers for people who
are ill or suffering a loss.
I’'m not a religious person,
but I would like to acknowl-
edge their pain and extend
my sympathy. Any sugges-
tions? — CHALLENGED
IN TUCSON

DEAR CHALLENGED:
That you are not areligious
person doesn’t mean that
you’re not a caring and
sensitive one. When you
receive news that someone
you know is going through
a rough patch, respond by
saying you are sorry for his
or her pain, and that he or
she is in your thoughts.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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REMEMBER..
W BIGGER
ISN'T ALWAYS
BETTER"
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Dilbert

I HIRED A CO—CEO,
BUT IT ISN'T WORKING
BECAUSE WE DISAGREE

ON EVERYTHING.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

WE WANT TO HIRE YOU
AS OUR THIRD CEO SO
WE ALWAYS HAVE A
TIEBREAKER.
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I ACCEPT. THE NEW
GUY AND I HAVE

DECIDED TO FIRE YOU
AND SPLIT THE CEO

SPOT TWO WAYS.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!
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Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
NOVEMBER 16 AXYDLBAAXR

Missi Pyle, Actress (42)

NOVEMBER 17
Isaac Hanson, Singer (34)

NOVEMBER 18
Damon Wayans Jr., Actor
(32)

NOVEMBER 19
Ann Curry, Journalist (58)

NOVEMBER 20
Josh Turner, Singer (37)

NOVEMBER 21
Goldie Hawn, Actress (69)

NOVEMBER 22
Jonny Gomes, Athlete (34)

iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

11-15 CRYPTOQUOTE

BDR KQRWBRHB CRWYRQ VH MZB
MRERHHWQVCP BDR ZMR TDZ
YZRH BDR KQRWBRHB BDVMKH.
DR VH BDR ZMR BDWB KRBH BDR
URZUCR BZ YZ BDR KQRWBRHB
BDVMKH. — QZMWCY QRWKWM
Previous Cryptoquote: TO GO WRONG IN ONE’S OWN WAY

IS BETTER THAN TO GO RIGHT IN SOMEONE ELSE’S. -
Fyodor Dostoyevsky



