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NEWS

City may consider taking part in larger water study

Prompted by January increase, Pavleck urges city to consider whether water can be provided at a lesser rate

BY LAUREL BEAGER
Editor

Prompted by another
5-percent jump in water
rates effective Jan. 1, Kooch-
iching County Commis-
sioner Wade Pavleck Mon-
day asked the International
Falls City Council to con-
sider taking part in a multi-
government comprehensive
study of the community’s
water structure that may
lead to less cost for water for
all customers.

The Jan. 1 water and sew-
er increase is part of a three-
year series of increases that
was first implemented in
January and calls for 5-per-
cent increases in each 2013,
2014 and 2015.

Pavleck, who represents
the city of Ranier and other
rural water customers, said
the idea for a larger study
came from Ranier May-
or Dennis Wagner during
meetings of alocal economic
response team created to as-
sist the community to move
forward following the elimi-
nation of 265 jobs from the
local paper mill this year.

“I would love to see an
equalization of water rates,”
said Pavleck. “Water is be-
coming a hardship ... I hear
from people, even in Inter-
national Falls, that water
rates are an issue.”

International Falls sells
water to the city of Ranier,
which distributes it to about
350 customers, and to com-

mercial wa-
ter haulers
who provide
it to other
rural area
residents
outside the
city limits.

The water
rate for an Wade
Internation- Pavleck

al Falls resi-

dent jumped from $17.40 for
the 2,000-gallon minimum
in 2012 to $18.27 in 2013. It
will increase to $19.18 in
January and $20.14 in 2015
for the same amount.

The rate for nonresidents
increased from $20.88 for
the 2,000-gallon minimum in
2012t0$21.92in 2013. In Janu-
ary itisscheduled to increase
to $23.02 and $24.17 in 2015.

After the minimum
charge, peopleliving outside
the city limits are charged
$9.64 per 1,000 gallons; peo-
ple within the city limits
are charged $7.81 per 1,000
gallons. The city of Ranier
is charged the same price
as people living outside the
city limits.

In addition, sewer rates
will increase from the cur-
rent $24.64 for the 2,000-gal-
lon minimum in incre-
ments to $25.88 for the same
amount in January and
$27.17 in 2015.

Pavleck said that Wagner
and others on the team won-
dered if a comprehensive
study could result in less
water costs for all users. The

costs to provide water ser-
vices, he said, may be more
cost effective if handled asa
service district.

He suggested a study of
the water system be funded
by the county, city and Ra-
nier, noting that he’d not yet
discussed the idea with fel-
low county commissioners.

“Is there room to save
money? I don’t know,” he
told the council. “If it can’t
be done for less money, then
(with a study) we would
know. If it can be cheaper
—less costs or stabilized for
the future — then we would
know.”

Councilors told Pavleck
they have budgeted for a
water cost study to find out
whether the city’s rates are
on par with other commu-
nities.

But International Falls
Mayor Bob Anderson said
Pavleck is suggesting a
more detailed study that
would determine if it would
be more cost effective to
handle water through a wa-
ter district.

Pavleck said a study of
the benefits of a district that
involved all water users was
considered several years
ago, but put on hold as con-
flicts over annexation and
other issues involving the
county and Ranier played
out in the community. He
said taking part in the city
would help the city regain
credibility lost a few years
ago during that time.

Ranier approves new city councilor

Ron Wilcox will
fill vacant seat

BY SPENSER BICKETT
Staff Writer

RANIER-After hearing
from two of three candi-
dates, the Ranier City Coun-
cil Monday appointed a
replacement councilor to fill
a vacant seat.

Ron Wilcox will replace
Councilor Fred Woods who
in November, handed in his
resignation letter stating
his intent to vacate his seat
starting Dec. 31.

Wilcox, Jennifer Lah-
mayer, and Jeff McHarg ap-
plied for the vacant position,
and Lahmayer and Wilcox
explained at Monday’s meet-
ing why they wanted to be
on the council. McHarg was
unable to attend because he
was in the Twin Cities for
real estate training, his wife
Amy McHarg, said.

On a 3-0 vote, the council
agreed to appoint Wilcox to
fill the vacant seat. Woods
abstained from the vote. It
was not an easy decision,
Councilor Todd Columbe
said, and it was one he “con-

templated all
weekend.”

Coun -
cilor Tony
Cole added
he thought
all three
candidates
brought
something
good to the
table.

“I like Jen’s youth, I like
Jeff’s experience, and I like
Ron’s commitment to the
city,” he said.

Born and raised in Ra-
nier, Wilcox said he’s been
retired and living in Ranier
for seven years, after liv-
ing in Alaska for 30 years.
Wilcox is a member of the
zoning and ordinance de-
velopment committee in
Ranier, and worked in city
government in Anchorage
for 20 years, he said. Using
his time and experience to
serve his fellow citizens is
what drew him to the open
position.

“Ifind it an honor to serve
all citizens of this beautiful
city and make it into a place
where visitors want to come
and stay,” Wilcox said.

Before the regular coun-

Ron
Wilcox

cil meeting, Ranier held
its Truth in Taxation hear-
ing, where it certified its
final tax levy for 2014. The
council approved a final
levy of $150,000 for 2014,
an increase of $10,000 from
the $140,000 collected in
2013. While the total levy
increased, City Administra-
tor Kim Nuthak said the tax
rate decreased.

“If people’s homes have
now increased in value,
obviously their taxes will
increase as well,” Nuthak
said. “But the city’s tax rate
has actually went down.”

The property tax rate
in Ranier is the lowest
in Koochiching County,
Nuthak said. If someone’s
property taxes increased,
it’s because their home
was reassessed to a higher
value, Mayor Dennis Wag-
ner said.

In other business, the
council approved pay raises
for 2014 based on evalua-
tions held in a closed meet-
ing before the Truth in
Taxation hearing. The ac-
tual raise varies for each
employee, Wagner said, but
the average increase is two
percent.
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Councilor Cynthia Jaksa,
a long proponent of the resi-
dent and nonresident rate
structure, reiterated that
residents living within the
city limits support repairs
and maintenance of the
city’s water treatment plant
through their taxes, while
residents outside the city do
not. City services, she has
said, can only be extended
through annexation of prop-
erty into the city limits.

“I am here to protect the
city residents and the future
tax base of International
Falls,” said Jaksa, who later
listed how much money the
city will provide in 2014 to
the library, airport and lo-
cal recreation commission,
which she said benefits resi-
dents outside the city limits.

Jaksa also said the an-
swer to the issue of increas-
ing water rates is selling
more water, which will come
with more jobs and more
people in the community.

But Pavleck said her
point was supporting his
argument. “The only way
to increase volume is more
customers outside the city,

which would give the op-
portunity to bring volume
up to keep the rates stable,”
he said.

Pavleck said county resi-
dents also provide funding
and services, such as assess-
ing properties, that benefits
city residents.

He also reminded the
council that construction
of the city’s water plant was
funded with tax increment
financing money, which cap-
tured the increase in taxes
on a major expansion of the
Boise paper mill in 1989-90.
While the city captured the
additional taxes, the Falls
school district and Koochi-
ching County did not gain
from the mill expansion tax
increase, Anderson pointed
out previously.

And Pavleck said annexa-
tion, to be successful, must
be a willing partnership.
“But it’s no reason to deny
services if it’s beneficial
to everyone, including the
city,” he said. “There are
economies of scale. I want to
drop the parochial antago-
nisms and look at what’s
best for everyone.”

Councilors Gail Rogn-
erud and Paul Eklund were
absent from Monday’s meet-
ing.

Jaksa said she would be
open to studying the water
rate issue. “Cooperation is
key and essential,” she said.

Koochiching Develop-
ment Authority Board Di-
rector Paul Nevanen also
spoke to the council about
how the water rates in the
city may play a role in Bor-
derland competing with
other communities for eco-
nomic development.

He urged the council to
consider the “big picture”
when looking at infrastruc-
ture and utilities.

In other business Mon-
day, no comment from the
public was heard when the
council recessed the regular
meeting to conduct a public
hearing on the proposed tax
levy and budget for 2014. Fol-
lowing an explanation of the
proposal and adjournment
of the hearing, the council
reconvened the meeting
and adopted a $2.1 million
levy to be collected from city
property owners next year.
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pockets. 18x42
Also available in red & pink

25% OFF

Roll Over Your Old 401k

¢ Protection from market fluctuations

% |cebox Hoodies

NOW IN NAVY

Get
Yours
Today!

Laminate...

* Roth Conversions
* Lifetime income options, and more...
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E S-XL $46
2XL $48
3XL $50

as per Nat'l
Weather
Service!!

International Falls Area

Chamber of Commerce

301 2nd Ave. | ifallschamber.com | freezeyergizzardrun.com | 283-9400

Maps, posters and
shop drawings
up to 38" wide.

No seames.

Also, we can mount documents
onto 3/16" or 3/8" foam core.

NorthStar

PUBLISHING

Printing & Design

1602 Hwy. 71  285-7411



http://ifallsjournal.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=b5ef1195-8966-5c1f-8e35-71735732f271

