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2013 CHEVROLETNEW

SONIC LT

Summit White with Black/Titanium Cloth, Chevrolet MyLink
System Includes Voice Recognition For Phone with

Pandora & Stitcher, Bluetooth Streaming
Audio, Cargo Net and Oil Pan Heater

$14,880*NOW
ONLY $21,561*NOW

ONLY $26,490*NOW
ONLY

2013 CHEVROLETNEW

MALIBU 1LT

Silver Ice Metallic in Black/Titanium Interior, 2.5L DOHC with

6 Speed Automatic Transmission, PCN Power Convenience

Package Includes: 8 way power driver seat with 4 way power

lumbar, rear vision camera, remote vehicle start and much more!

2013 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX AWD 1LT

Both include 8 power driver seat and
remote start, rear vision camera and

lots more Multiple Units In Stock!

SEPTEMBER SELLDOWN
At Waschke Family GM Center

----SEE THE ALL NEW----
2014 SILVERADO 2014 SIERRA

ASK HOW TO
QUALIFY FOR
PROGRAM
PRICING
AND QUALIFY
FOR REBATES

Schedule A Test Drive Today!

Vehicles for $9,999 or less!

WOW!

*Must be GM supplier to qualify for all rebates. *Must be GM supplier to qualify for all rebates. *Must be GM supplier to qualify for all rebates.

2009 Chevrolet
HHR – It’s got

the look!

Local trade!

2008 Ford
Focus – Very

nice local trade!

2004 Toyota
Highlander –
Smart looking

SUV! Local trade!

2300 Highway 53 Int’l Falls, MN 56649

218-283-3471 • www.waschkegm.com
Showroom Hours: M-F 8-6 • Sat. 8-1

Parts & Service Hours: M-F 8-5

including the
Sonic, Impala, Verano &

many more from

$11,990

Great Selection of

$19,990

CHEVROLET CAPTIVAS

IN STOCK FROM

Choice of Nice Pre-Owned

TAKE YOUR PICK FROM 4 OF THE

POPULAR CERTIFIED

And Get Rates
As Low As1.9%

ON
SALE
NOW!

ON
SALE
NOW!

ON
SALE
NOW!

Rainy Lake Medical Center Foundation
would like to thank the

Sponsors of our 11th Annual Golf Classic

A special THANKS to the businesses and

individuals who donated gifts for the rafle

and other contests, and to all of the

VOLUNTEERS!

$12,975 raised. Thank you!
Corporate Sponsors

BOISE

ESSENTIAHEALTH

SUPER ONE FOODS

TRUSTAR FEDERALCREDIT UNION

WASCHKE FAMILYGM CENTER

Hole Sponsors
Bremer Bank Memorial Blood Centers

CliftonLarsonAllen M L Caron Electric, Ltd.

Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Inc. Rainy Lake Medical Center

Falls Family Dental Rockwell Automation

KGHS-KSDM The Journal

Hanratty &Associates Yanik

Partner Sponsors
Fairview Range Home Medical Equipment

Kraus-Anderson Construction

Northern Reliable Insurance

Quorum Health Resource, LLC

Retirement Plan Partner, Inc.

R.C. She�and Anesthesia Ltd.

Shannon’s Inc.

Wapiti

The funds will be used to

purchase a GE Healthcare MAC

5500 HD portable EKG machine

for the Emergency Department

at RLMC

localnews

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

M
ore than 
50 people 
turned out 
at Smokey 
Bear Park 
on Friday 

the 13th to learn about the 
real-life horrors of prescrip-
tion drug abuse at an event 
put on by the Borderland 
Substance Abuse Court.

The event followed up 
a prescription drug drop-
off event which took place 
earlier in the day, also spon-
sored by the drug court. The 
goal of raising awareness 
about the dangers of pre-
scription drug abuse were 
discussed by speakers dur-
ing the event.

District Court Judge 
Charles LeDuc works with 
the drug court program 
in the Falls, and he talked 
about the birth of the drug 
court program under for-
mer Attorney General Janet 
Reno. The main tenets of 
the program, he said, were 
not criminalizing drug ad-
dicts, and treating them like 
people.

“The program combined 
the power of the court with 
the compassion of the treat-
ment community to create 
a non-adversarial process 
that’s designed for the wel-
fare of the participants,” he 
said.

The two biggest addic-
tions the court is seeing now 
are alcohol and prescription 
drugs, LeDuc said. One 
reason for this growth in 
prescription drug abuse is 
actually “law-abiding folks,” 
he said.

“When people don’t get 

rid of their old prescrip-
tions, it can be easy for those 
drugs to fall into the hands 
of an addict,” he said.

Kevin Evenson, director 
of the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Human Services’ 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Division, also talked about 
the growing dangers of 
prescription drug abuse. 
In Minnesota, he said the 
prescription drug users 
have been switching to her-
oin, which is very pure and 
cheap in Minnesota.

He also explained fight-
ing drug addiction isn’t a 
solo effort.

“It takes a community 
effort to battle drug addic-
tion,” he said. “We also need 
to remember to individual-
ize the treatment and listen 
to the addict.”

He praised programs like 

the drug court that foster 
community cooperation to 
fight drug abuse.

“Community coalitions 
that get together and talk 
about the problem, and 
grassroots groups are im-

portant,” he said.
Gus Christianson, owner 

of Rainy River Recovery, 
talked about the unique 
problems prescription drugs 
have that make kicking ad-
diction hard.

“Prescription addicts are 
the most difficult to deal 
with,” he said. “The drugs 
are highly addictive and 
withdrawl is difficult. The 
cravings come out of no-
where, so long-term sobriety 
is tough to obtain.”

The digital age has also 
made it easier for addicts to 
get hold of the drugs they 
need, he said.

“You’ve got to lock your 
medications down,” he said. 
“The Internet has opened 
a pharmacy that’s open to 
anyone.”

The local drug court be-

gan in the planning stages 
in 2003, LeDuc said, and 
officially started in 2005. In 
the program’s eight years, 
he said 100 people have gone 
through and graduated, 
which has saved “countless 
dollars” compared to the 
cost of prison.

Those graduates have 
praised the program upon 
graduation, though LeDuc 
said they only have one 
person to thank.

“The people you have to 
thank are yourselves,” he 
said. “You turned your lives 
around.”

Drug court educates, helps

STAFF PHOTOS BY SPENSER BICKETT

Charity Briggs, a volunteer with the Borderland 
Substance Abuse Court, styles hair for a young girl 
at the prescription drug abuse event on Friday at 
Smokey Bear Park.

District Court Judge Charles LeDuc speaks at the 
substance abuse court event about the evolution of 
the drug problem in International Falls.

Cotton candy and popcorn, as well as sloppy joes, were provided at the 
prescription drug abuse event for hungry attendees.
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