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COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Teen hesitates to approach 
parents about fear of OCD

Previous Cryptoquote: I CAN BE CHANGED BY WHAT 
HAPPENS TO ME. BUT I REFUSE TO BE REDUCED BY 
IT. – Maya Angelou

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no 

math involved. The grid has numbers, 
but nothing has to add up to anything 
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging. 
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 
30 minutes, depending on your skill 
a nd experience. 
The solution for to-
day’s puzzle will 
be published i n 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com 
to find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
It’s time for you take ac-

tion, Aries. Your energy 
level is perfect for getting 
things done at home and at 
work. The faster you go, the 
more you can accomplish.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
You could be prone to pan-

ic this week, Taurus. Settle 
down as best as you can and 
take a few deep breaths. 
Lean on friends if you need 
a little extra support.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
It’s been difficult keeping 

in touch with a friend who 
lives far away. Make an effort 
to reconnect and plan some 
time to get together and enjoy 
each other’s company. 

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, the value of your 

portfolio may increase con-
siderably this week. Keep 
your eyes on your accounts 
and the market. Fortune 
awaits. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
L eo,  com mu nic ation 

needs to be open between 
you and someone you love 
to avoid conflict. Set aside 
some time when the two of 
you can talk this week.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Many things are look-

ing up for you, Virgo. This 
week could be the catalyst 
for positive change. Keep 
an open mind as you forge 
ahead in all you do.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
You may get some excel-

lent career news this week, 
Libra. It is just the type of 
information that you have 
been seeking and could 
provide the boost you need 
to make some changes. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Relationships with fam-

ily and friends are thriving 
this week, Scorpio. You 
may have found your niche 
and all things fall into play. 
Enjoy this renewed sense of 
camaraderie.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, obstacles 

are cleared this week and 
you have an entirely new 
perspective on your love 
life. Put that information 
to use with a romantic date 
or by engaging in a couples’ 
activity. 

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, money mat-

ters should be going well for 
you, so much so that you can 
make one of those big-ticket 
purchases without much 
hesitation. Enjoy the results. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Relationships of all kinds 

are strengthened this week, 
Aquarius. Whether you hang 
out with friends or go on a 
date night, you will enjoy the 
experience immensely.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Your imagination is soar-

ing this week, Pisces. Keep 
your feet a little closer to 
the ground so you do not get 
carried away.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER 23
Oded Fehr, Actor (44)

NOVEMBER 24
Sarah Hyland, Actress (24)

NOVEMBER 25
Nick Swisher, Athlete (34)

NOVEMBER 26
Rita Ora, Singer (24)

NOVEMBER 27
Jaleel White, Actor (38)

NOVEMBER 28
Judd Nelson, Actor (55)

NOVEMBER 29
Andrew McCarthy, Actor (52)

DEAR ABBY:  I’m 13 
and I’m afraid I may have 
OCD. I want to find out, but 
what’s standing in my way 
is that sometimes my par-
ents think I make stuff up 
to get attention. I’m afraid 
to tell them, but I know if I 
do, it will answer my ques-
tion. Can you give me some 
advice? — ANONYMOUS 

IN OHIO

 

DEAR ANONYMOUS: 
Be brave and talk to your 
parents about your fears. 
They are your best friends, 
and you should be able to 
talk to them about anything 
– particularly anything 
that bothers you. However, 
before you do, make a list 
of the behaviors that cause 
you to think you may have 
OCD, and when you ap-
proach them, read them 
what’s on it. That way, if you 
become nervous, you won’t 
forget anything. 

DEAR ABBY: My daugh-
ter and her boyfriend have 
been dating for three years. 
They are now in their first 
year of college and she gets 
upset when he texts other 
girls and Snapchats them. 
He makes her feel like she’s 
overreacting, but I can un-
derstand her fears that he is 
being unfaithful. What do 
you think about social net-
working and how it can af-
fect relationships and even 
marriage? — WISE MOM 

IN NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR WISE MOM: If 
someone wants to be un-
faithful, social networking 
makes it easier than ever. 
But men and women who 
are ready to settle down 
and make a commitment do 
not look for outside adven-
tures, no matter how they 
go about it.

If your daughter is inse-
cure about what her boy-
friend is doing, she may 
have good reason. If she’s 
right about her hunches, the 
time has come for BOTH of 
them to meet and date other 
people. Because she has 
spent so much of her teens 
with only this young man, 
the prospect may fright-
en her. But please explain 
that this will be her chance 
to mature and grow. As a 
“Wise Mom,” I’m sure you 
can get the message across. 

DEAR ABBY: My chil-
dren were over at my in-laws’ 
recently. When we came 
to pick them up, they told 
us their cat had scratched 

our son. Sure enough, there 
were five scratch marks on 
his face, circling his left eye. 

In the past we have rec-
ommended they have the cat 
declawed so this wouldn’t 
happen. They told us that 
cats can make mistakes just 
like kids do. We do not share 
their opinion. Would it be 
unreasonable to not allow 
our kids to be over there 
unless they declaw that 
cat? — “DISCATIFIED” IN 

WISCONSIN

 

D E A R  “ D I S C A T I -

FIED”: Cats do not normal-
ly “attack” children out of 
nowhere. Before you insist 
they declaw their pet, per-
haps you should investigate 
what led up to your child 
being scratched. Could your 
child have done something 
that caused the animal to 
react defensively? If that 
might be the case, then your 
son should be taught about 
the proper handling of ani-
mals, because declawing a 
cat is not minor surgery. It’s 
like having the tips of one’s 
fingers amputated, and 
some cities have outlawed 
the practice.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 


