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Teen hesitates to approach
parents about fear of 0CD

DEAR ABBY: I'm 13
and I'm afraid I may have
OCD. I want to find out, but
what’s standing in my way
is that sometimes my par-
ents think I make stuff up
to get attention. I'm afraid
to tell them, but I know if I
do, it will answer my ques-
tion. Can you give me some
advice? — ANONYMOUS
IN OHIO

DEAR ANONYMOUS:
Be brave and talk to your
parents about your fears.
They are your best friends,
and you should be able to
talk to them about anything
— particularly anything
that bothers you. However,
before you do, make a list
of the behaviors that cause
you to think you may have
OCD, and when you ap-
proach them, read them
what’s on it. That way, if you
become nervous, you won’t
forget anything.

DEAR ABBY: My daugh-
ter and her boyfriend have
been dating for three years.
They are now in their first
year of college and she gets
upset when he texts other
girls and Snapchats them.
He makes her feel like she’s
overreacting, but I can un-
derstand her fears that he is
being unfaithful. What do
you think about social net-
working and how it can af-
fect relationships and even
marriage? — WISE MOM
IN NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR ABBY

DEAR WISE MOM: If
someone wants to be un-
faithful, social networking
makes it easier than ever.
But men and women who
are ready to settle down
and make a commitment do
not look for outside adven-
tures, no matter how they
go about it.

If your daughter is inse-
cure about what her boy-
friend is doing, she may
have good reason. If she’s
right about her hunches, the
time has come for BOTH of
them to meet and date other
people. Because she has
spent so much of her teens
with only this young man,
the prospect may fright-
en her. But please explain
that this will be her chance
to mature and grow. As a
“Wise Mom,” I'm sure you
can get the message across.

DEAR ABBY: My chil-
dren were over at my in-laws’
recently. When we came
to pick them up, they told
us their cat had scratched

our son. Sure enough, there
were five scratch marks on
hisface, circling hisleft eye.
In the past we have rec-
ommended they have the cat
declawed so this wouldn’t
happen. They told us that
cats can make mistakes just
like kids do. We do not share
their opinion. Would it be
unreasonable to not allow
our kids to be over there
unless they declaw that
cat? —“DISCATIFIED” IN
WISCONSIN

DEAR “DISCATI-
FIED”: Cats do not normal-
ly “attack” children out of
nowhere. Before you insist
they declaw their pet, per-
haps you should investigate
what led up to your child
being scratched. Could your
child have done something
that caused the animal to
react defensively? If that
might be the case, then your
son should be taught about
the proper handling of ani-
mals, because declawing a
cat isnot minor surgery. It’s
like having the tips of one’s
fingers amputated, and
some cities have outlawed
the practice.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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EVERY GREAT MAN IS
A GREAT WOMAN .
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SHOULD T GIVE UP AND
ACCEPT FAILURE OR LIE
ABOUT OUR FEATURES
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MY DADDY USED TO
SAY IT ISN'T A PROBLEM
IF YOU CAN GIVE IT
TO SOMEONE ELSE.

THEN HE DROVE
YOU TO SCHOOL?
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

819
8

through 9.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.

It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.

The solution for to-

: 8 3 9]2 1 7]4 5 6

1 5 day’s puzzle will |2 4 6|5 9 8|3 7 1

be published in |7 1 5|6 3 4|9 8 2
9 6 8 3 Saturday’s paper. |4 2 7|8 6 3|5 1 9
Or you can go to |98 1]4 5 2|7 63
§) 3 8 | www.sudoku.com |83lo71]s 24
. . 39 2|786[|145
5 114 tofind the solution. |5 5 5|1 4 9|2 3 7
1.7 4|3 25|69 8
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER 23
Oded Fehr, Actor (44)

NOVEMBER 24
Sarah Hyland, Actress (24)

NOVEMBER 25
Nick Swisher, Athlete (34)

NOVEMBER 26
Rita Ora, Singer (24)

NOVEMBER 27
Jaleel White, Actor (38)

NOVEMBER 28
Judd Nelson, Actor (55)

NOVEMBER 29
Andrew McCarthy, Actor (52)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW

1-24

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

" Q

C.

11-22 CRYPTOQUOTE

CWP RGL IKAQALY QW UA
VAKHWPV,; CWP RGL
IKAQALY QW UA JTHQQ
— VGRBG EPHQKC

Previous Cryptoquote: I CAN BE CHANGED BY WHAT
HAPPENS TO ME. BUT I REFUSE TO BE REDUCED BY
IT. - Maya Angelou



