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Officials uncertain how continued
shutdown will impact local resources

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

As the federal govern-
ment shutdown continues,
local impacts and uncer-
tainties about it are being
more fully understood.

A letter from Susan Bara-
tono, secretary for the local
airport commission, was
distributed to members of
the commission.

Baratono said in that
letter written prior to the
shutdown that a cash flow
problem may arise should
the shutdown occur.

She wrote that a Federal
Aviation Administration
grant received recently to
fund 90 percent of an airport
pavement rehabilitation
project is scheduled to begin
in the middle of this month.

Baratono wrote that the
bid price for the work, which
is expected to take about
six days, is $165,660 and
payment to the contractor,
minus a small amount of
withholding, will be due
approximately 30 days after
completion of the project.
There will be an additional
$18,000 in costs incurred for
engineering.

She wrote that under nor-
mal circumstances, the
30-day window would allow
enough time to approve
payment for the work and
then be reimbursed by the

FAA for the 90 percent fed-
eral share of the cost. In the
event of a shutdown, how-
ever, that reimbursement
might not be available by
the time the payment to the
contractor is due or perhaps
for some unknown length of
time after that.

“It is important that the
work proceed as planned
for a number of reasons,
including maintaining air-
port pavement in a safe
condition and following
through on the obligations
of a contract that has al-
ready been signed,” she
wrote to commission mem-
bers. “Postponing the work,
if that were possible, would
put us at risk for not get-
ting it done before the cold
weather sets in.”

In addition, a letter writ-
ten by Minnesota Depart-
ment of Human Services
Commission Lucinda Jes-
son just one day prior to
Tuesday’s shutdown details
issuesresulting by the shut-
down. The letter was sent to
Terry Murray, director of
Koochiching County Com-
munity Services, and other
county and tribal health and
human services directors in
the state.

Jesson wrote that should
the shutdown occur, the
department does not antici-
pate any effect on benefits to
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clients for health care, cash,
food and other human ser-
vice programs for October.

“While FFY2014 appro-
priations for some programs
would not be available dur-
ing a shutdown, we either
are currently still accessing
federal funds from previous
years’ awards, or have state
funding to cover these pro-
grams in the short term.”

Jessonnoted that MNsure
and the Affordable Care Act
implementation will not
be impacted by the federal
shutdown.

“We are uncertain at this
point what will happen if the
shutdown were to continue
beyond October,” she wrote.
“DHS staff are closely moni-
toring developments and
receiving information from
federal program represen-
tatives. If a shutdown con-
tinues, we will provide you
with additional information
on program funding and
any plans for communica-
tions with clients as soon as
possible.

“We know a shutdown
may cause uncertainty
for both staff and clients,
while the implementation
of MNsure is resulting in
additional work for many
of you and your employees.
We appreciate your patience
and dedication to serving
Minnesotans.”
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Minnesota schools almost fully repaid

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Gov. Mark Dayton, Sen-
ate Majority Leader Tom
Bakk, House Speaker Paul
Thissen, Management and
Budget Commissioner Jim
Schowalter, and Education
Commissioner Brenda Cas-
sellius announced Monday
that Minnesota schools
were repaid an additional
$636 million at the end of
the 2013 fiscal year.

Under the leadership of
Dayton and the DFL legis-
lature, Minnesota has now
repaid nearly $2.6 billion
of the $2.8 billion that was
previously borrowed from
our schools.

“Last spring, the DFL
legislature and I passed
the first responsible state
budget in more than a de-
cade,” said Dayton. “This
additional repayment of the
state’s debt to our schools
marks another step toward
a clean fiscal slate, from
which we will build a better
Minnesota.”

“Schools across Minne-
sota were put under enor-
mous financial stress by
the Republican school shift,
and paying back every pen-
ny remains a priority in
the Senate,” said Bakk,

who represents Border-
land. “This repayment,
along with the significant
investments in education
approved last session, fur-
ther strengthens the state’s
partnership with local
school districts.”

“This good news for Min-
nesota kids and our state
is the result of working
together to put progress
ahead of the gridlock of
the past,” said Thissen.
“From day one, we made
it a priority to pay back
the debt that was piled up
on our kids and because of
our decision to accelerate
the payback, our schools
know with certainty they
can take our commitment
to the bank.”

“Paying back the school
shift — in addition to fund-
ing for early childhood and
all day K, investing in 3rd
grade literacy, and raising
standards and improving
tests —is part of our overall
commitment to creating a
strong foundation so that
all of Minnesota’s students
and schools can thrive and
succeed,” said Cassellius.

A decade of cuts, shifts,
and gimmicks caused Min-
nesota to lurch from one
budget crisis to the next —

limiting the state’s ability
to fund education and job
creation. This year, the
Governor and DFL legis-
lature put an end to roller-
coaster deficits with a fair
and balanced budget that
put Minnesota on sound
fiscal footing and delivered
key investments in educa-
tion.

The new state budget
signed into law this spring
by Dayton is projected to
begin the next biennium
with a surplus. The budget
also invested over $600
million in Minnesota’s stu-
dents — reversing a decade
of disinvestment in educa-
tion. This new funding is
directed toward strategies
proven to close the achieve-
ment gap, raise graduation
rates, and improve student
career and college readi-
ness.

Monday’s announcement
comes just after Minne-
sota added 12,200 jobs in
August, pushing total jobs
in the state over the pre-
recession peak that was
reached in February 2008,
and less than a week after
Minnesota was ranked
eighth in the “Forbes 2013
List of the Best States for
Business” rankings.
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CHIROPRACTIC UP NORTH
Patient Notice

I will be closing the office October 25, 2013 as my body is
telling me it is time. If you would like to come in and discuss
your care options, I will point you in the right direction.

Marie Milan’s clients can schedule appointments by
calling Local Relief Massage Therapy
office 763-229-503, home 218-757-3205 or cell 218-355-0162.
You can also schedule an appointment online at

www.localrelief. massagetherapy.com
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CHIROPRACTIC UP NORTH

DR. GORDON ROUTIER, MARIE MILAN. CM.T.
2205 2nd Ave. West
Int’l Falls, MN - 218-283-9000
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1602 Highway 71 Int' Falls

218-285-7411

orthwinds
Assisted Living Grand
Opening Event

Wednesday, Oct. 9 °
2101 Keenan Drive

Please join us for our special Grand
Opening featuring tours, refreshments and
a ceremonial ribbon-cutting at 2:30 p.m.
www.good-sam.com/ifalls

To learn more, call Danette at (218) 283-1329.
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North Star Publishing and The Journal

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

Northern
Lights
Quilters’ Guild

CELEBRATING
30 YEARS

BED

TURNING
OCT. 12 * 1:00
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

e See the Quilts
* Meet the Quilters
e Hear their Stories

Enjoy Cake &
Coffee.

NO ADMITTANCE FEE.




