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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Offi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.
gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Offi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
11 East Superior Street
Suite 125
Duluth, MN  55802
Phone:  218-464-5095
Fax:  218-464-5098

Brainerd Offi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Offi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Offi  ce:
1200 Washington Avenue

South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Offi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Offi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or 

contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s 
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-
sions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers
Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. 

Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed 
and include the telephone number and address of the 
letter writer. Only the author’s city address will  be 
published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, Inter-
national Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail 
to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

Candidate letter policy
The beginning of 2014 brought a new policy to The Journal. A charge of $30 will be required to publish let-

ters to the editor from candidates or about candidates. The letters must be 500 words or less and the fee must 
be paid prior to the letter being published. The name and city of the author will be published with the letter. 
Letters may be emailed to laurel@ifallsjournal.com. The Journal will publish a deadline for publication of 
paid election letters prior to the Aug. 12 primary and Nov. 4 general elections.

Let’s get to the burning 
national media issue of 
the week — Ray Rice and 
spousal abuse.

All the professional 
media moralizers are 
jumping on the politically 
correct Rice soapbox to 
prove to each other how 
much they are against 
physically abusing 
women.

As if anyone is in favor 
of it.

Rice knocked out his 
bride-to-be Janay in 
a casino elevator last 
February. That’s about 
the only thing clear from 
the elevator footage TMZ 
released to the world.

How he knocked her out 
— with a punch or a push 
— isn’t clear. Did she spit 
in his face? Looks like it 
on the video.

Did she hit him first? 
Apparently. Did both of 
them hit or spit at the 
other? Maybe. Were they 
both drunk, stupid and 
nasty to each other? 
Seems so.

All those annoying 
facts and nuances are 
not certain, and probably 
never will be. But they 
don’t matter to the old and 
new media.

Those few seconds of 
silent and grainy elevator 
video were all the news 
media, the Ravens’ 
ownership and the NFL 
front office needed to try, 

convict and sentence Rice 
to a prime-time lynching.

No one dared to say a 
word in Rice’s defense. I 
even heard conservatives 
who should know better 
saying things like 
“There’s never an excuse 
to hit a woman.”

Never? Really?
What if a woman is 

about to hit you in the 
face with a baseball bat? 
Or your wife is chasing 
you with a butcher knife? 
Or the WWE’s women’s 
champion is about to 
break you over her knee?

The knee-jerk reaction 
to what Rice did reminds 
me of what happened in 
Ferguson, Mo., when a 
white cop shot and killed 
an unarmed young black 
man.

We immediately were 
assured that Michael 
Brown was an innocent, 
peaceful young man and 
the latest example of bad 

behavior by a racist cop in 
America.

Many sensible people, 
especially conservatives, 
said, “Hold on a minute. 
We first need to find out 
what really happened 
before the shooting.”

What did Brown do or 
not do to the officer before 
he was shot? Did he punch 
him or try to grab his 
weapon?

Until we get all the 
facts, they said, we 
can’t make Brown as an 
innocent victim and we 
can’t hang the cop.

Fact-finding is too 
late for Ray Rice and 
his career. No trial is 
required. He’s guilty as 
charged by the media. 
Next case, please.

Unfortunately, and 
without excusing a thing 
the Rices did to each other, 
Ray Rice has become, at 
least for this week, the 
dirty face of domestic 
violence in America.

When the media are 
done exploiting him, 
beating up on the NFL’s 
“culture of violence” and 
pretending they care 
deeply about America’s 
problem with domestic 
abuse, they’ll move on 
to exploit the next hot 
ratings-grabber.

Just as our child abuse 
problem disappeared 
in the media after the 
Sandusky case at Penn 

State, domestic abuse will 
quickly fall off their radar 
screens again.

Domestic violence is a 
real problem that won’t 
go away. An estimated 1.2 
million women will be 
abused by their husbands 
every year.

The abuse will 
continue to occur in all 
kinds of marriages and 
within all age ranges, 
ethnic backgrounds and 
economic levels.

Women are the victims 
85 percent of the time, 
but men are abused 
verbally and emotionally, 
and sometimes even 
physically.

Domestic violence 
is never acceptable, no 
matter who does it or how 
it occurs. But until another 
celebrity case comes along, 
with video footage, you 
can bet the national media 
won’t even mention it.

Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald 
Reagan, a political 
consultant, and the 
author of “The New 
Reagan Revolution” (St. 
Martin’s Press). His 
column is distributed 
exclusively by Cagle 
Cartoons newspaper 
syndicate. This column 
has been edited by the 
author. Representations 
of fact and opinions 
are solely those of the 
author.
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The media’s lynching of Ray Rice

Medical marijuana law 
needs change

Minnesota’s medical 
marijuana law — one of 
the most limited of its kind 
in the nation — is moving 
ahead as planned, as the 
state recently opened appli-
cations for potential manu-
facturers and distributors 
of the drug.

State officials will evalu-
ate applicants based on 
their financial stability, 
how they plan to safely grow 
marijuana and how they 
would securely transport 

it. But before any company 
applies for the two coveted 
spots, they’ll have to fork 
over a $20,000 fee.

By 2016, the two com-
panies selected will be re-
quired by law to have four 
distribution centers each. 
This seems inadequate, 
given that only eight facili-
ties are expected to provide 
a valuable form of medicine 
to any qualified resident 
out of Minnesota’s 5.4 mil-
lion people.

In addition, placing a 
hefty financial barrier to 

applying and capping the 
number of companies cho-
sen at two creates great re-
strictions on what could be 
a highly profitable industry 
in Minnesota — if it was al-
lowed to grow.

Some estimates predict 
legal marijuana sales will 
surpass $8 billion in 2018, 
with the possibility of sig-
nificant tax revenues.

The rhetoric surround-
ing medical cannabis in 
Minnesota has been laid 
out clearly. Law enforce-
ment in the state is too 

afraid of marijuana get-
ting into the wrong hands, 
which has created a law 
that prevents a new in-
dustry from growing and 
makes a beneficial medi-
cine difficult to access for 
many sick people.

While the current medi-
cal marijuana law is a step 
in the right direction, we 
believe it needs modifica-
tion before it can truly 
benefit Minnesota’s people 
and economy.

Minnesota Daily, 
Sept. 11

WHAT OTHERS SAY

If the proverb “it takes a 
village to raise a child” is 
true, it only makes sense 
that a community arm 
itself with information 
to establish a foundation 
that encourages treating 
everyone with dignity and 
respect.

A program at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday at Backus 
Auditorium on bullying 
aims to equip everyone 
associated with a school, 
which we see as the 
entire community, with 
the same information on 
what constitutes bullying 
and the steps to prevent 
bullying behavior.

The program, “No Child 
Should Be Afraid To Go 
To School, Preventing 
Bullying Parent Program,” 
should provide valuable 
information everyone 
should want to know.

Presented by Jim 
Jelinske, Thursday’s 
informational session 
is expected to include: 
defining bullying 
behavior, prevention and 
intervention strategies, 
and what parents need to 
know when their child is 
bullied.

The session will also 
include a question and 
answer period.

We urge anyone with 

a connection to a student 
or the school — and 
that means parents, 
grandparents, siblings, 
aunts, uncles and friends 
— to attend this session.

In an effort to make 
it easier for community 
members with young 
children to attend, child 
care will be offered at 
Backus.

Falls Elementary 
Principal Melissa Tate 
invited International Falls 
school board members to 
attend and gave Jelinske’s 
presentation high marks, 
noting it is based on 
personal experience.

Tate says the term 
bullying is overused and 
is often applied to what is 
actually conflict among 
students, who are taught 
how to work through the 
issue. She said the number 
of documented bullying 
cases at Falls schools is low.

Understanding what is 
bullying is crucial if it is to 
be handled properly. Tate 
encouraged any parent 
who feels their child is 
being bullied or is bullying 
others to attend Jelinske’s 
session. We echo her 
sentiment and encourage 
anyone connected to 
a student to attend 
Thursday’s program.
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Equipped with 
information


