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PACIFIC TEAZE

Wed. Sept. 3rd

- Sun. Sept. 7th

20% off Sportswear!
Men’s, Women’s, & Boy’s

283 - 8877 – I. Falls
(218) 634-2088 - Baudette
Mon. - Sat. 8 - 7, Sun. 9 - 4

*Sale valid on regular priced

merchandise only. Excludes

Under Armor & FXR

Some exclusions apply.

With Love From Your Family

Birthday
Happy90th

September 3, 2014

Auntie Eileen
Lovell!

In loving memory of

our darling daughter,

sister and mother,

Gail Fish,
who passed away

September 5th, 2011.

Sadly missed by;
Annette & Tom Clark
Coleen & Shane Fish

Beverly & Wayne Forsythe
Freeman Forsythe

She passed away like morning dew

before the sun was high;

So brief her time, she scarcely knew

the meaning of a sigh.

She died in beauty, - like a rose blown

from its parent stem;

She died in beauty, - like a pearl dropped

from some diadem.

Sheriff Jespersen!

MEET THE CANDIDATE
Thursday, September 11th

6pm- 9pm • Lenard’s

Hors d’oeuvres & Cash Bar

COME OUT AND SUPPORTCOME OUT AND SUPPORT

27 Years Experienced Dedicated Dependable

ELECTBRIAN
JESPERSEN
KOOCHICHING COUNTY SHERIFF

Paid for by the committee to keep Sheriff Brian Jespersen

ELECT

Reach two-million Minnesota
readers for only $199

Your 25-word ad will appear in 240 state newspapers in the "MCAN"
statewide classifieds from the Minnesota Newspaper Association.

Call The Journal at (218) 285-7411 to learn more.

Borderland's Choice
For Information

localnews

BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

Stewart Mills has a lot in 
common with Rick Nolan.

They both share a desire 
to represent the U.S. House’s 
8th District, which Nolan 
now does. Their campaigns 
are both headquartered in 
Brainerd, and Mills said 
there are many personal 
connections: his great-
grandfather gave Nolan’s 
grandfather his first job 
at the post office; Nolan’s 
aunt was good friends with 
Mills’ grandmother who 
lived across the street from 
one another; Nolan’s wife’s 
grandfather was Mil ls’ 
grandfather’s attorney; 
Mills’ wife used to cock-
tail waitress with Nolan’s 
daughter; and his brother 
is good friends with Nolan’s 
son-in-law.

Mills said seeking the 
8th District House position 
is not personal, but philo-
sophical.

“There is a lot of con-
nections between Rick and 
myself, but political philoso-
phy is certainly not one of 
them,” Mills said.

Nolan is the DFL -en-
dorsed candidate, while 
Mills is the Republican can-
didate.

Mills, 42, visited Inter-
national Falls Thursday 
to meet with supporters 
and tour several area busi-
nesses and talk about his 
candidacy.

“We want to meet folks 
and let the physical pres-
ence be on par with the me-
dia presence,” he said over 
lunch with The Journal.

Mills said the people of 
the very rural and large, 
18-county 8th District have 
some common challenges.

“It comes down to being 
able to operate your busi-
ness or your farm, many of 
our family farmers are mul-
tigenerational businesses, 
without the interference of 
Washington D.C.,” he said.

Mills, who has sought nor 
held no other elected office, 
said he was motivated to 
seek the position after be-
ing told in 2009 by a district 
aid of former Congress-
man Jim Oberstar “how the 
free market has no place in 
America’s health care.”

“That got me active,” he 
said, adding Nolan has been 
honest with his ideas about 
health care reform focusing 
on socialized single-payer 
medicine.

He said when Nolan be-
gan talking about banning 
“guns that look scary” he 
made a video about the Sec-
ond Amendment, which 
spurred a group of people 
asking him to run for office.

His family lives by the 
“hunting camp doctrine,” 
which came from a hunting 
trip an 8-year old Mills took 
which his father.

“I complained about the 
food and my father took 
me aside and said if you 
complain about the food, 
you will get the job of being 
cook,” he said.

“I have an opportunity 
to remove somebody who is 
abusing our vote (because 
his votes do not represent 
the 8th District’s values),” 
he said. “It was time for me 
to get off the bench and do 
something about it.”

Mills said he is not a ca-
reer politician and favors 
term limits, similar to that 
of the president, for all fed-
eral elected offices.

“I am going to represent 
the values and priorities 
of our part of Minnesota,” 
he said.
Issues

As he meets with people 
around the district, he said 
he’s hearing concerns about 
changes proposed by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to the Clean Water 
Act “where all of a sudden 
their ditches or drain tiles 
now become regulated and 
they want to make sure 
regulatory agencies don’t 
have carte blanche — where 
they get to come up with 
their own legislation and 
then be their judge, jury 
and executioner. They want 
to make sure that proposed 
regulations are approved 
and debated by their elect-
ed representatives in Con-
gress.”

The need for jobs in north-
ern Minnesota is huge, he 
said. “We’ve giving much 
more preference to Wall 
Street than we have to main 
street,” he said, adding Dem-
ocrats are “at war with job 
creators” and trade policies 
must be adjusted to “make 
sure we’re able to compete 

on a level playing field with 
the rest of the world.”

He said unemployment 
statistics don’t tell the whole 
story because thousands 
of unemployed people have 
given up looking for work.

“We have employment op-
portunists we should more 
fully embrace,” he said.

“Job creation on main 
street in mining and the 
timber industry is in my 
blood,” he said. “We have to 
look toward making sure we 
have an economy that can 
foster that growth, but also 
not limit our timber indus-
try from fully reaching its 
potential, but also making 
sure our mining industry 
is supported, but not hand-
icapped by unnecessary 
hurdles and regulations. “

An energy policy that 
can facilitate a healthy and 
robust economy is crucial 
to the mining and timber 
industries, he said.

“When you look at the 
mining industry, the single 
largest unit of production 
is energy, so their biggest 
expense is power,” he said.

Nolan supported an en-
ergy bill that included a 
carbon tax “that would ab-
solutely kill our mining and 
timber industries because if 
you raise their cost of pro-
duction... you’re handicap-
ping them and eventually 
putting them out of busi-
ness,” he said.

Mills said the Second 
Amendment right to bare 
arms is non-negotiable.

“We need to enforce the 
laws we currently have,” 
he said. “Not foist laws 
up o n  A m e r ic a n s  t h at 
would abridge their Second 
Amendment rights.”

Mills serves as vice presi-
dent of Mills Fleet Farm, 

headquartered in Brainerd, 
and as administrator of 
the company’s self-insured 
health plan. The Affordable 
Care Act, known as Obam-
acare, needs to be “repealed 
and replaced with a patient-
centered, market-driven 
solution,” he said.

“Government control of 
the economy, socialism, 
doesn’t work. They’ve tak-
en over one-sixth of our 
economy through various 
mechanisms. Consumer-
ism does work — when you 
put the power to make deci-
sions in the hands of the 
individual — that is how 
the economy thrives and 
we haven’t seen that in the 
medical economy.”

Mills admits he’s passion-
ate about health care alter-
natives to Obamacare and 
said he’s seen first-hand how 
Obamacare is impacting em-
ployees and their families.

“The purpose of health 
care reform is to increase 
access and bring down cost,” 
he said. “By the Democrats’ 
own admission, Obamacare 
has done the exact opposite.”

Higher premiums, co-
pays and deductibles have 
been a result of the Af-
fordable Care Act, he said. 
“They are paying more and 
getting less,” he said, adding 
projections show employees 
of small businesses will see 
a 40-50 percent increase in 
the cost of their premiums.

The inf lation rate for 
medical services shouldn’t 
grow faster than the rest 
of the economy, he said. He 
proposes buying and sell-
ing insurance across state 
lines, similar to how vehicle 
insurance works.

“We should put that same 
competition in our health 
care economy,” he said. 

“We should look at health 
savings accounts and make 
sure we can expand that... 
We should be looking at 
tort reform, and probably 
the biggest important thing 
we should look at is making 
sure there is transparency 
in the medical economy. 
You go to the doctor’s office 
and you don’t know the price 
of anything. You go to the 
pharmacist and they want 
to see your insurance card 
before they tell you the price 
of anything. We are really 
locked out of it.”

Mills proposes, and has 
done in his company, creat-
ing an online tool, which 
helps people figure out the 
best prices.

“Put the price on it,” he 
said. “If you were able to buy 
insurance more efficiently, 
you could put more in your 
health savings account.”

Obamacare has expanded 
reliance on government 
by placing more people on 
Medicaid, he said.

“We should have been 
looking for free market al-
ternatives to bring down 
cost and increase access, 
and strengthen our social 
safety net and legal protec-
tions,” he said.

Mills said he’s focused his 
campaign on three things: 
“Job creation, from main 
street on up, not from Wash-
ington D.C. or Wall Street 
on down; sticking up for 
our constitutional rights, 
whether it’s making sure 
the EPA is controlled by 
Congress, not the EPA is off 
on their own and making 
sure our Second Amend-
ment rights are not written 
on tissue paper, but in our 
Constitution; and making 
sure we get our health care 
reform right.”

Candidate Mills says he would better represent 8th District

Stewart Mills

OPEN MON.-FRI. 9-6

345 3RD ST., I. FALLS,

283-6121

BEST PRICES OF THE
SEASON!!

ALL BIKES ON SALE!!!

Check out the amazing bike deals

as we make room for great new

hockey equipment this fall!


