
A8 | December 7, 2013 www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

opinion
FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Oi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan
11 East Superior Street
Suite 125
Duluth, MN  55802
Phone:  218-464-5095
Fax:  218-464-5098

Brainerd Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Oi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Oi  ce:
1200 Washington Avenue

South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Oi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Oi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or contribut-

ing to our online discussions. The Journal’s Opinion page is where 
meaningful community discussions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be 
signed and include the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city 
address will  be published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent 
by e-mail to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

I’ve heard a lot of 
interesting stories of people 
trying, and failing, to sign up 
for ObamaCare, but this one 
takes the cake.

According to UPI, Shane 
Smith, of Fort Collins, Colo., 
had his new ObamaCare 
insurance opened under his 
dog’s name.

As it goes, Smith’s 
existing plan was canceled 
because it failed to meet the 
requirements of ObamaCare. 
After considerable effort, he 
was finally able to establish 
an ObamaCare policy — but 
the government service 
representative accidentally 
assigned the policy to Baxter, 
Smith’s 14-year-old Yorkshire 
terrier.

I’ll bet that could lead to 
some interesting medical 
situations:

Smith: Doctor, I strained 
a tendon in my foot pretty 
badly.

Doctor: You were chasing 
the mailman?

Such is the law of 
unintended consequences 
when the government — to 
keep our dog analogy going — 
bites off way more than it can 
chew.

Doctors’ appointments 
will be the least of Smith’s 
problems, though. If the 
government assigned his 
insurance policy to his dog, 
what other information might 
it have gotten wrong? What 
happens when he needs to 
make use of his insurance 
policy?

Smith to ObamaCare 
representative: I had cataract 
surgery, but my insurance 
company refuses to pay the 
claim!

ObamaCare representative: 
I’m sorry, Baxter, but your 
policy doesn’t cover DOG 

cataracts.
Smith: My name isn’t 

Baxter and I am not a dog!
ObamaCare representative: 

Then why are you barking at 
me?

Baxter will likely be upset 
with his new insurance 
policy, too. His premium 
will likely be double or triple 
what he was able to get before 
ObamaCare.

He’ll bark when he realizes 
he has to carry maternity 
coverage — despite getting 
neutered in 1999.

He’ll growl when sees how 
high his deductibles will be — 
and that Smith’s middle-class 
income disqualifies him for 
government subsidies.

He’ll howl when he loses his 
biscuits — especially since 
President Obama promised 
him that if he liked his 
biscuits, he could keep his 
biscuits!

Where government 
bureaucracy is concerned, 
bureaucratic errors have a 
way of multiplying.

Will Smith endure a full 
IRS audit for taking interest 
deductions on a doghouse?

What happens when Smith 
retires and begins receiving 
Social Security — and the 
payments are to Baxter?

Baxter, already 98 in dog 

years, likely won’t be cashing 
checks for long. When he 
passes, will Smith spend the 
rest of his retirement trying 
to correct an error that 
originated with ObamaCare?

Anyone who has ever dealt 
with government bureaucracy 
— anyone who has ever sat 
at the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, waiting to get a 
license photo taken — is 
aware of the limitations of 
government bureaucracy.

Sure, there are always 
going to be functions that we 
should rely on local, state and 
federal governments to do — 
but shouldn’t we limit these 
functions? Do we really want 
something as personal and 
important as our health care 
to be managed by government 
bureaucracies?

The many unintended 
consequences of ObamaCare 
are rearing their ugly 
heads, causing many of the 
program’s most enthusiastic 
supporters to pause and ask, 
“Isn’t there a better way to 
help the uninsured without 
the government playing such 
a hands-on role?”

Well, Smith says that after 
some effort, he thinks he got 
his dog’s name removed from 
his policy. But with government 
bureaucracy being what it is, 
there are no guarantees his 
problem is solved.

He’ll know for sure if a 
high-ranking ObamaCare 
bureaucrat makes this 
promise to him:

“If you want to keep your 
name on your insurance 
policy, you can keep your 
name on your policy!”
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The dog days of Obamacare

Mother Nature reminded 
Minnesotans of her strength 
this week by sending more than 
16 inches of snow followed by 
frigid temperatures.

This kind of weather makes 
us proud to live in the Icebox 
of the Nation while at the same 
time prompts us we must never 
let our guard down in winter.

As all Minnesota 
communities will do, we will 
dig out, hunker down, and 
think about how we will better 
prepare ourselves for the next 
round. We’ve encouraged people 
to get the survival kit and extra 
winter clothing to the items 
routinely carried in vehicles.

But we must also prepare for 
emergency closing of schools, 
such as happened Wednesday 
in International Falls. School 
officials said conditions 
changed quickly and the 
announcement of the closings 
came with little advance notice 
to parents and the community. 
The school’s automated call 
system alerted parents that 
the schools would close just 15 
or so minutes later. However, 
it’s important parents provide 
accurate and up-to-date contact 
information to the school for the 
system to effectively work.

In an ideal world, the 
decision to close would have 
given the community hours to 
respond. But playing armchair 

quarterback in this case isn’t 
productive. Minnesota’s winter 
storms are rarely ideal for 
schools and their transportation 
systems. But on Wednesday, 
this community’s children all 
arrived to warm destinations 
safely.

We’re encouraged to hear of a 
few stories in which neighbors 
invited school children into 
their homes to stay warm until 
parents could be contacted and 
respond.

But we urge parents to have 
a plan in place for these kinds 
of emergencies. Can family 
members fill in when parents 
cannot respond? Can neighbors 
help out? Are children old 
enough to carry a spare house 
key to get inside when school is 
closed?

Each year, fire prevention 
education programs encourage 
families to plan a safe place 
to meet in the event of a fire. 
We’d like to see a similar effort 
by families to ensure after the 
buses deliver the children home, 
they are able to get inside a safe 
place.

Public schools play an 
important role in keeping our 
children safe during the school 
day, but it’s ultimately up to 
parents and the community to 
make sure in emergency school 
closings, children remain 
unharmed.
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