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6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28 • Backus Community Center

Candidate questions developed by special Forum

Committee as well as submitted by the public

X

ChamberChamber 283-9400

Featuring the Races for:
International Falls Council, Ranier Council, Koochiching

County Board, County Sheriff, and Minnesota House Dist. 03A.
Public Reception

with Candidates

Following the Forum

BE
INFORMED
NOV. 4!!

Area Citizens are Encouraged to Attend a
LOCAL CANDIDATE FORUM

It’s our
5th Anniversary This Month!

Five AMAZING years, and my deepest thanks to every
one of you who have been among our fantastic customers

during this time! Here is what we are offering you as a
thank you for your loyalty

THREE DAYS ONLY! - October 24th Thru 26th

25%OFF all flannels! 30% OFF all wildlife prints!

40% OFF all books and patterns! 50% OFF all kits in stock!

P.O. Box 29

210 Main Ave. NE, Suite B

Warroad, MN 56763

Phone 218-373-2695
12 Shorewood Drive

Timberpins

Come show off your talent with King

of the Road Entertainment as DJ!

KARAOKE NIGHT
Every Friday and Saturday

9:00 pm at Timberpins!

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK,
3PM-CLOSE!!
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LOOK
WHO’S 22!

22222222Happy Golden

Birthday

Happy Golden

Birthday

LOGAN!
Love Mom, Dad
& Meghan
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WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

ISD 361 SCHOOL BOARD

VOTE

HEATHER MCBRIDE

November 4, 2014

Dedicated to improving ISD 361.
Proud parent of three.

Educated business woman.

Advertisement paid for by the Labor Endorsements and the
candidate on her own behalf. International Falls

“I know there are kids who 
are leaving (the district),” 
he said. “This will help keep 
kids here...This is a good 
thing and I support it.”

He added the program 
“needs to start somewhere” 
and “this is the time to do it.”

Weak participation in the 
wrestling program in 1993 
prompted the school board 

to eliminate the sport, which 
helped bring more balance to 
the school’s sports programs, 
which had been dominated 
by boys.

Adding wrestling to the 
school’s offerings is still in 
compliance with Title IX, 
which requires schools that 
receive federal funds to pro-
vide female athletes with 
equal opportunity to compete 
in sports, Grover said Mon-
day. The percentage of boys 
participating in sports has 

room to increase by about 20 
participants without having 
to add a girls sport, he said. 
But, the percentage is fig-
ured out annually and could 
change as enrollment fluctu-
ates, he added. The wrestling 
program would be open to 
both boys and girls, he said.

Meanwhile, principal re-
ports from Tim Everson and 
Melissa Tate showed enroll-
ment at the high school is 627 
and the elementary school 
is 581. Both principals said 

the early release time every 
Wednesday has so far been 
successful and allows staff 
to consider different areas 
of data.

In other business Monday, 
the board agreed to increase 
the rate of substitute educa-
tional support professionals 
from $9.08 to $11 per hour. 
The notion behind the in-
crease is to attract more 
qualified substitutes, accord-
ing to Grover.

“The pay rate is lower than 

most places,” he said of $9.08 
per hour.

The board also agreed to:
  Accept the resignation 

of  Levi Pearson as a school 
custodian.

  Accept the resignation 
of  BethAnne Slatinski as a 
paraprofessional.

  Accept the resignation 
due to retirement of  Dan 
Magner as a school custo-
dian.

  Accept the resignation 
due to retirement of  Judy 

Hair as an administrative 
assistant.

  Approve the hire of  
Steve Johnson as the head 
boys and girls golf  coach for 
the 2015 season.

  Approve the hire of  
Brenda LeDuc as an hourly 
Title I teacher.

  Approve the hire of  Jer-
emy Anderson as a full-time 
transportation coordinator.

  Approve the hire of  Ker-
sten Krause as a full-time 
custodian.

WRESTLING
➤ continued from A1

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

As the temperature con-
tinues to drop in Borderland, 
one aptly-named UPS deliv-
ery driver keeps donning his 
brown shorts every morning 
before work and continues 
to bare his calves to the ele-
ments, all for a good cause.

Jason Short is raising 
money for and awareness 
of hunger by wearing his 
brown shorts to work, de-
spite the falling temper-

atures. Like many ideas, 
Short said this one came 
to him as he was driving 
around town.

“I put on a lot of miles, so 
it gives me a lot of time to 
think,” Short said.

A woman saw him wear-
ing shorts one day, Short 
said, and said he was crazy. 
She took a picture of him, 
he said, and that sparked an 
idea to see if he could raise 
some money. He started with 
a goal of raising $1,000 for 
the Falls Hunger Coalition, 

and hit that goal within four 
days. He upped the ante to 
$1,500, and made that goal 
in six days.

Short’s goal is currently at 
$2,000, and he surpassed that 
Tuesday, he said. People are 
still sending money in, he 
said, so he’s not sure when 
he’ll stop.

“Who knows?” Short said. 
“I might keep going. I’ll just 
go with my shorts until the 
snow flies anyways.”

Short said he personally 
donates to the FHC every 

year, and he said he believes 
hunger is a big cause in the 
community.

“I’m a driver, and I see 
households and see people, 
who are not people you’d 
think would need food,” 
Short said. “It’s heartbreak-
ing. Some people hit a rough 
spot and they need a little 
help.”

To donate to Short’s cause, 
go to www.fallshunger.org or 
hand your donation to him if 
you see him driving around 
town.

Short rocks shorts for a good cause
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UPS driver Jason Short said the idea to wear shorts 
to raise money for hunger came to him behind the 
wheel one day.

jacket of the lead core bullet, 
along with chunks and tiny 
fragments of lead.

“It’s neat stuff,” Hiller said 
of the demonstration.

He serves as assistant 
professor of biology and 
wildlife specialist at Bemidji 
State University. He also is 
the student chapter adviser 
of the Minnesota Chapter of 
The Wilderness Society.

Hiller was assisting chap-
ter president Steve Wind-
els, an International Falls 
hunter, father and biologist. 
Hiller is chair of the wildlife 
toxicology working group for 
the national organization.

Concern about the effect 
of lead bullets on wildlife 
and humans is not new. The 
society’s interest in the is-
sue surrounds secondary 
lead poisoning of wildlife, 
Windels said. Lead has been 
blamed for the deaths of 
bald eagles, as well as crows 
and ravens, that suffer lead 
poisoning after eating the 
carcasses of deer killed with 
lead bullets.

The effects of lead poison-
ing in humans has been long 
known.

Windels said he switched 
to copper bullets about two 
years ago for two reasons: 
he didn’t want to feed his 
kids lead in the venison they 
harvest and he doesn’t want 
wildlife feeding on gut piles 
to ingest lead.

“It ’s a pretty simple 
choice,” he said Sunday.

Hiller said copper bullets 
were developed for hunting 
moose and caribou because 
of the tremendous stopping 
power.

But changing from the 
traditional lead bullets used 
by generations to hunt deer 

can come hard to some hunt-
ers “especially when a bunch 
of egg heads are telling you 
about it,” Hiller said.

Instead, he said more 
people are convinced of the 
benefits of copper bullets by 
shooting traditional lead and 
copper themselves and see-
ing the results in the traps.

“I don’t want to ban lead 
bullets; nobody wants more 
regulation,” Hiller said. 
“What we want is you to 
make an intelligent choice 
based on the evidence we 
provide you. We want to 
show you this.”

Windels said the only time 
regulation is needed is when 
people don’t voluntarily do 
what’s in the best interest of 
the public.

“The effort in Minnesota 
is to try to do this through 
education and outreach and 
let people make their own 
choice,” he said. “I think a lot 
of people have never stopped 
to think about what happens 
when that lead leaves their 
gun.”

Windels said alternatives 
to lead perform just as well.

“If hunters are OK with 
the lead fragments filtered 
from the bullet trap going 
into the venison they and 
their family eat, then OK,” 
Hiller said. “That’s your 

choice. But understand you 
are making a conscious de-
cision to eat something we 
know is going to create prob-
lems with your neurological 
system.”

Hiller has studied how 
lead moves through the 
environment and impacts 
people and wildlife. He has 
papers pending publication 
on contaminants in Ameri-
can woodcock. While that 
study was not focused on 
lead versus steel shot, it 
ended up providing results, 
he said.

“We found significantly 
higher lead, arsenic and 
selenium concentrations in 
lead-shot versus steel-shot 
birds,” he said.

Minnesotans shoot about 
100,000 deer in a season, 
Hiller said.

“We’re leaving gut piles 
out there and if we’re con-
taminating those with lead 
intentionally or uninten-
tionally, we’re possibly kill-
ing animals after the fact,” 
Hiller said.

Burke, a student at Ver-
milion Community College, 
Ely, is part of the school’s 
Forestry and Wildlife Club. 
He said he was assisting in 
the demonstration to gain 
information to pass along to 
club members.

Research Burke partici-
pated in last semester fo-
cused on the effects of lead in 
California condor and what 
California, Arizona and 
Nevada are doing to reduce 
lead in that bird population, 
he said.

“So this is intriguing be-
cause I live here and can see 
the effects on the bald eagle 
and other wildlife,” he said.

More nontoxic bullet dem-
onstrations are planned 
in the state with a grant 
from the Legislation-Citizen 
Commission on Minnesota 
Resources called “Hunter’s 
Choice Alternative Ammu-
nition,” Windels said.

Those demonstrations 
will be led by The Raptor 
Center with partnerships 
with the Minnesota Deer 
Hunters Association and 
other organizations, he said.

MDHA has been active in 
the discussion on nontoxic 
ammunition, supporting the 
efforts like the demonstra-
tions to bring information 
about the performance to 
hunters, Windels noted.

DEMO
➤ continued from A1

representatives of the Falls, 
the county, Ranier and area 
property owners.

With approval of the reso-
lution and agreement by the 
council and county board, 
a chief administrative law 
judge would act on the re-
quest for annexation and 
issue an order in 30 days, 
Shermoen said.

No hearings are needed 
on the proposal, he said

Shermoen said the an-
nexation process is routine. 
Had the city owned the 51.3 
acres of the district not now 
in the city limits, it could 
have annexed it through or-
dinance. Instead, the city’s 
Economic Development 
Authority owns it, prompt-
ing the annexation process.

“I don’t see this as con-
troversial at all,” he said. 
No objections are expected 
from the state, he added.

The plan calls for devel-
opers to pay taxes on the 
property and create jobs, 
Shermoen said. Now, no 
taxes are paid on the prop-
erty.

Concerns of residents in 
the area, west of Second 
Bridge and east of the city, 
have been addressed with 
inclusion of a significant 
buffer zone to the north, 
Shermoen said.

Officials hope wetlands 
contained in the buffer 
zone can be used as credit 
for development of other 
wetlands in the district, 
Shermoen said.

A n d e r s o n  wo n d e r e d 
about a request by the an-
nexation committee to pro-
vide a Second Creek protec-
tion easement.

Shermoen said an item 
in the agreement states the 

city and county will support 
efforts to improve the water 
quality and fish habitat in 
Second Creek, but he said an 
easement must be addressed 
by the owner of that area, 
Boise Inc., which is owned 
by Packaging Corporation 
of America.

“My thought is we could 
assist and work with them 
to secure protections for 
the area, but I don’t know 
we can do more than that,” 
Shermoen said. “I don’t 
want to over-promise if isn’t 
within our control.”

Anderson said he would 
discuss the easement fur-
ther with Shermoen and 
others involved.

In other business, the 
council voted to repeal 
wording in the current or-
dinance establishing coun-
cil procedures at regular 
meetings.

Once the process to re-
peal the wording is com-
pleted, councilors agreed 
they would adopt language 
that allows the procedures 
to be established by council 
resolution.

The issue stems from 
earlier discussions about 
whether the council should 
approve the agenda with 
additions and deletions and 
how those additions and 
deletions would be handled.

Establishing the proce-
dures for regular meetings 
through resolution provides 
flexibility for change by the 
council, Shermoen said.

The council is expected to 
approve a proposed agenda 
by majority vote, after addi-
tions or deletions are made 
through unanimous vote. 
The council noted deletions 
to the proposed agenda may 
be made prior to its approval 
by the councilor who asked 
for the item to be placed on 
the proposed agenda.

COUNCIL
➤ continued from A1

“I don’t want to 
ban lead bullets; 
nobody wants 
more regulation. 
What we want 
is you to make 
an intelligent 
choice based on 
the evidence we 
provide you. We 
want to show you 
this.”

Brian Hiller

Wildlife specialist
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At left is a copper bullet shot by Logan Phillips. At 
right are the lead fragments and copper jacket of 
the lead bullet.
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