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Pelland Welding

240 Series Chain Saw

323-L Trimmer

$19995
from

from

MSRP

www.husqvarna.com

WINTER LABOR SAVERS

• Easy to start and operate

• Tool-less chain tensioning

• Ideal for Pruning; lighter cutting and hobby work

• Ergonomic design

• Powerful X-Torq® engine

• 38.2cc, 2hp, 13”-16”, 10.31lbs

$29995

3122 Hwy. 332 • Int’l Falls, MN • (218) 285-7071
Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m

SawS • MowerS • TriMMerS

Fabrication • Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

• Lightweight

• Smart Start®

• 24.5cc

• 1.2hp

• Auto return stop switch

Regular Hours

Mon-Sat • 9am - 6pm

Extended Holiday Hours

Starting Nov. 28

Mon-Sat • 9am - 7pm

Sun • Noon - 5pm

Sjoblom’s Is All About

• Beautiful Selection of Fresh
Christmas Trees

• Wreaths & Poinsettias
• Stocking Stuffers
• Gift Certiicates
• Home Decor

• Wind chimes
• Bird Feeders
• Large Gift Selection

Christmas!

www.sjoblomslandscape.com • Hwy 11 E, Int’l Falls • 286-5365

25%
OFF

ANY ONE
REG. PRICED

GIFT ITEM

Must present coupon. Limit 1 • Expires 12/24/14

sports

1831 2nd Ave.

International Falls, MN

Phone 218-283-4735

Cell 218-240-4735
Email: miller@mymillerins.com

Miller Insurance

is your local

Medica & UCare

Insurance

Authorized Agent

Miller
Est 1992

Insurance
and

Business Services

IS YOUR MEDICARE

HEALTH PLAN

CHANGING?

I KNOW
MEDICARE!

CALL ME

Cheryl

By KEVIN BONESKE

Sports Editor

After falling behind 16-2 
to start Tuesday night’s 
game, the International 
Falls boys basketball team 
waged a comeback and end-
ed up winning at home over 
Bemidji, 74-67.

“It’s a great win for us,” 
Falls head coach Derek 
Dowty said about defeating 
the Lumberjacks, a Class 
AAAA team, for the first 
time since the 1986-87 sea-
son. “We had a tough (game 
in the loss Nov. 25 against 
Cloquet.) Kind of the same 
type of game (against Bemi-
dji, but a) bigger school. 
(This Tuesday night) we 
found a way to win, and 
that’s what we needed.”

The proverbial turnover 
bug bit the Broncos to start 
the game before the Falls 
erased the early 14-point 
deficit by outscoring Bemi-
dji, 21-4, capped off by a 
3-point basket and a pair of 
free throws from Clay Tom-
czak to lead 23-20 with 6:07 
left in the first half.

However, the Lumber-
jacks battled back to retake 
the lead and closed out the 
first half in front, 39-33.

The Broncos regained 
the lead at 50-49 with 12:22 
left in the half when Jack 
Bartkowski completed a 
3-point play from the char-
ity stripe.

The Lumberjacks then 
went back in front, before 
the Falls racked up four 
consecutive layups that 
gave the Broncos a 59-54 
lead midway through the 
second half, after which the 
Falls never trailed again.

Broncos senior forward 
Ben Humbert found mul-
tiple scoring opportunities 
inside and ended up with a 
game-high 35 points.

“My teammates did a 
good job passing in the cor-
ner, and I just posted up in 
the low block, ” Humbert 
said. “They got the ball to 
me, and I’d just turn around 
and shoot it.”

Bartkowski also scored in 
double figures for the Falls 
with 15 points.

A.J. Anderson led three 
Lumberjack players scor-
ing in double figures with 
18 points, followed by James 
Hendricks with 14 and Josh 
Cervenka with 11.

The win improved the 
Broncos’ season record to 
2-1 going into Thursday 

night’s home game against 
Hibbing.

BOyS BaSKEtBall

Broncos come back, 
cut down Lumberjacks
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The Broncos’ Ben Humbert (44) shoots a layup 
in Tuesday night’s home game against Bemidji. 
Humbert scored a game-high 35 points in 
International Falls’ 74-67 victory over the 
Lumberjacks.

From left, Broncos guard Wyatt Helgeson (20) 
dribbles the ball while being guarded by Bemidji’s 
Charlie Peterson (10) in Tuesday’s game in the Falls 
High School gym.

Nate Snell 4. 3-pointers: Hendricks, 

Whiting, Ramirez, Cervenka. Free 

throws: 17-26. Fouls: 22. Fouled 

out: Hendricks.

I. Falls: Ben Everson 4, Jack Bart-

kowski 15, Allen Johnson 4, Wy-

att Helgeson 3, Max Vergeldt 8, 

Clay Tomczak 5, Ben Humbert 35. 

3-pointers: Bartkowski 2, Helge-

son, Tomczak. Free throws: 16-24. 

Fouls: 21.

I. Falls 74, Bemidji 67
Bemidji 39 28 – 67
I. Falls  33 41 – 74
Bemidji: James Hendricks 14, Lin-

aes Whiting 3, Dezmond Ramirez 

5, Jens Huseby 7, Caleb Carlson 5, 

Josh Cervenka 11, A.J. Anderson 18, 

JOurNal Staff rEpOrt

Lakers forward Mason 
Meyer of International Falls 
recorded two goals and an 
assist Tuesday night to help 
Fort Frances defeat the 
Dryden Ice Dogs, 6-3, in Su-
perior International Junior 
Hockey League play at Ice 
for Kids Arena.

Both teams scored twice 
in the first period with 
Wyatt Cota and Lucas De-
Benedet, a 2013 FHS gradu-
ate, getting goals for Fort 
Frances and Zach Kercz 
and Blake Berg scoring for 
Dryden.

The Lakers took a 3-2 lead 
midway through the second 
period when Miles Nolan 
scored on the power play 
at 9:05.

In the third period, Fort 
Frances scored three times 
within 5 minutes when Cota 
picked up his second goal 
of the night while Meyer 
scored his two goals to make 
it a 6-2 game.

The Ice Dogs added a late 

power-play goal when Jona-
thon Philley scored in the 
final seconds.

Carter Chorney dished 
out three assists for the 
Lakers. DeBenedet added 
two assists of his own to go 
along with his goal.

Dryden held the edge in 
shots on goal, 37-27, with 
Devin Tappenden picking 
up the win for Fort Frances 
and Tate Sproxton record-
ing the loss for the Ice Dogs.

The Lakers are hosting 
the English River Miners 
this weekend for two games 
at Ice For Kids Arena with 
the final game set to start 
today at 7:30 p.m.

SIJHl HOcKEy

Mason Meyer scores 
twice in Lakers’ win
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By NIcOlINO DIBENEDEttO

AP STATS Writer

Brash and bold, Rex Ryan 
became a media darling 
while leading the New York 
Jets to back-to-back AFC 
title games.

With four weeks left in a 
fourth straight season out 
of the playoffs, his tenure 
looks to be coming to an end 
with a whimper.

Ryan is again turning to 
Geno Smith at quarterback, 
but could employ another 
run-heavy scheme as the 
Jets face the Minnesota 
Vikings on Sunday.

Ryan won 20 regular-
season games in his first 
two seasons at the helm of 
the Jets, becoming a larger-
than-life figure known for 
his bold predictions and 
talk, combined with a jovial 
personality.

There’s been nothing 
jovial about the Jets’ 2-10 
record, and a much more 
muted Ryan knows it.

“I’m embarrassed for my-
self, absolutely,” Ryan said 
Tuesday. “It’s an embarrass-
ment. It’s definitely embar-
rassing to me. I feel like I’ve 

let my owner 
down. I’ve 
let our fan 
base down.

“ T h e 
year hasn’t 
g o n e  a ny-
where close 
to what we 
were think-
ing. I’m go-
ing to focus 
on beating Minnesota. I’m 
not worried about anything 
else but that.”

Ryan insists he’s not 
thinking about his future, 
as he’s almost expected to 
be fired at the end of the 
season.

“I don’t think that way,” 
Ryan said. “My job is not to 
worry about myself. My job 
is to get this team prepared 
to the best of my ability, and 
that’s what I plan on doing.”

Ryan isn’t the only mem-
ber of the Jets on the hot 
seat, as general manager 
John Idzik continues to 
draw the ire of fans, who 
have gone so far as to put 
up billboards calling for his 
ouster.

New York did little to quiet 
those detractors Monday, 

squandering a 10-point, first-
half lead to fall 16-13 at home 
to Miami. Afterword, Ryan 
felt the need to quell specu-
lation that limiting Smith 
to 13 passes had nothing to 
do with losing faith in the 
second-year signal caller.

Smith f inished with 
seven completions for 65 
passing yards and an inter-
ception on the final drive 
after losing his job for three 
games to Michael Vick. In 
lieu of a passing attack, the 
Jets had 49 rushes for 277 
yards — their most since 
2009 — with Chris Johnson 
and Chris Ivory totaling 33 
carries for 167 yards.

“I understand the fact 
that we didn’t win and the 
passing attempts weren’t 
there,” Ryan said. “But it 
had nothing to do with us 
not having confidence in 
Geno Smith. That’s com-
pletely false.”

Smith’s season is doing 
little to back that up, compil-
ing a 65.8 passer rating that 
ranks last in the NFL for 
qualifying quarterbacks. 
His 5.91 yards per attempt 
and 11 interceptions are 
also among the worst in 

the league, while he’s only 
completed seven touchdown 
passes — none in his past 
three games.

Ryan may limit Smith by 
design against the Vikings 
(5-7), who allow an average 
of 219.1 passing yards to 
rank sixth in the league. 
However, their rushing de-
fense gives up 123.8 yards 
per games — 157.0 over the 
last three contests.

Unlike Smith, Teddy 
Bridgewater knows he’s 
likely to be a starter next 
season, and the rookie QB 
has tossed four touchdown 
passes compared to one INT 
in the past two weeks.

He completed 15 of 21 
passes for 138 yards and two 
scores with a season-high 
120.7 rating in leading Min-
nesota to a 31-13 win over 
Carolina last week.

“I think I’m better at just 
making quicker decisions,” 
Bridgewater said. “Earlier 
in the year, I talked about 
getting rid of the ball faster. 
That wasn’t the issue. I think 
I just made quicker deci-
sions, and if I’m able to make 
quicker decisions I’m able to 
get the ball out faster.”
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Jets flying into Minnesota with coach, QB controversies
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