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CALL OF THEWILD

The Journal welcomes ideas for stories about people in our community
who have a unique hunting, fishing or outdoors tale.

Call the Journal at 285-7411

WEED OF THE MONTH

Man fined for baitfish violations

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

A Minnesota man has
been fined $1,500 for ille-
gally bringing live baitfish
into Ontario.

Robert Bulik of Moorhead
pleaded guilty and was fined
$1,500 for importing live
fish into Ontario for use as
bait.

Justice of the Peace Pat
Clysdale-Cornell heard in
Ontario Court of Justice,
Fort Frances, Dec. 19, that
Sept. 24 Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry con-
servation officers contacted

Bulik after receiving infor-
mation from Canada Border
Services Agency, said a
news release from the OPP.

Officers at the Fort Fran-
ces Bridge port of entry
found Bulik to have a total
of 570 live minnows inside
two plastic jerry cans in his
boat, next to four other jerry
cans containing fuel. Upon
investigation, conservation
officers learned that Bulik
bought the baitfish in Min-
nesota and was on his way
to fish Rainy Lake.

U.S. Customs and Border
Protection officers at the

VNP TRAIL REPORT

Recent snowfall has al-
lowed for good progress on
opening trails throughout
Voyageurs National Park.

Caution is urged off
trails; ice ridges have been
active, and high winds over
the past few days have cre-
ated snowdrifts, currently
soft, on the lake surface.
Some snowmobile trails still
remain closed, but progress
is moving quickly to open
them as ice conditions allow.

The snowmobile speed
limit within the park is 45
mph on frozen lake surfaces
and 25 mph on all overland
portages. Speed limit signs
are posted at trailheads and
portages.

The Rainy Lake Ice Road
is now open from the visi-
tor center to Cranberry
Bay, and around portions
of Dryweed Island. The
Kabetogama Lake Ice Road
is now open from the Kabe-
togama Lake Visitor Center
Boat Launch to the Ash
River Visitor Center Boat
Launch. Ski trails are open,

catch up online

packed, and tracked. Snow-
shoe trails are open, but not
packed. The speed limit for
the ice road is 30 mph.

When ice fishing, holes
must be drilled at least
50 feet from ice roads and
snowmobile trails.

The Rainy Lake Visi-
tor Center is open 10 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday
through Sunday. The visitor
center offers maps, informa-
tion, and hot cocoa during
business hours. Snowshoe
and cross-country skis
loans have started for the
season.

The most up to date win-
ter trail conditions are at
WWW.Nps.gov/voya.
Snowmobile trails

E International Falls to
Kettle Falls (Purple Trail)
— Closed

® Rainy Lake/Black Bay
to Kabetogama Lake to Ash
River (Green Trail) — Open
and staked

m Ash River to Crane
Lake (Green Trail) — Open
and staked

International Falls port of
entry had advised Canada
Border Services Agency
that they suspected Bulik
transferred live minnows
into jerry cans before driv-
ing across the International
Bridge to Ontario, said the
news release.

The ministry reminds
the public that importing
live organisms can threaten
aquatic ecosystems by in-
troducing invasive species,
and transmitting pathogens
such as parasites, viruses
and bacteria not native to
Ontario.

® Chain of Lakes (Dashed
Black Trail) — Closed

B Ash River to Kettle Falls
(Yellow Trail) — Open and
staked

m East Namakan Lake to
Sand Point Lake (Blue Trail)
— Closed

Ice roads

Rainy Lake — open to
Cranberry Bay and around
portions of Dryweed Island

Kabetogama —open to the
Ash River Visitor Center
Boat Launch
SKki trails

® Echo Bay Ski Trail -
Open, packed, and tracked

m Black Bay Ski Trail -
Open, packed, and tracked

W Tilson Connector Trail
—Open, packed, and tracked

m KabAsh Trail — Open
Snowshoe trails

m Black Bay Beaver Pond
Trail - Open, not packed

m Blind Ash Bay Trail -
Open, not packed

B Oberholtzer Trail -
Open, not packed

m Sullivan Bay Trail -
Open, not packed
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Yellow starthistle flowers have sharp spines that can injure grazing

animals.

YELLOW STARTHISLE

BY EMILIE JUSTEN
Minnesota Department of
Agriculture

January’s Weed of the
Month, yellow starthistle
(Centurea solstitialis), is
a toxic plant that infests
millions of acres in the
western United States. It is
native to Eurasia and was
likely brought to North
Americaasa contaminant
in alfalfa. Though wide-
spread throughout the
western states, there are
no known populations in
Minnesota.

Yellow starthistle has
many characteristics that
favor its invasiveness.
The plant is an aggres-
sive colonizer of pastures,
grasslands, ditches, and
disturbed areas. It pro-
duces abundant seed for
reproduction and the
seed remains viable for 10
years. The seed spreads
by wind, water, vehicles,
wildlife, and by moving
contaminated soil and
hay. Yellow starthistle

depletes soil moisture and
decreases species diver-
sity. It is also highly toxic
to horses, causing a fatal
nervous disorder called
“chewing disease”.

This noxious weed
on the eradicate list has
distinctive identification
characteristics. It has yel-
low flowers with sharp
spines at the base of the
flower. The spines can
injure eyes, noses, and
mouths of livestock. An
annual plant, it forms aro-
sette in the fall with lobed
leaves. When it sends up
the flowering stem in the
spring and summer, the
branches and stems are
rigid and spreading. The
stems and leaves are cov-
ered in white hairs that
give it a grayish color.

Residents of Minnesota
are asked to be on the look-
out for yellow starthistle
and to report sightings
to the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Man-
agement strategies are
aimed at preventing seed

formation and spread, and
include the following:

H Buy certified seed to
plant hayfields and pas-
tures.

B Clean equipment,
boots, clothes, after being
in an infested area.

B Prescribed burning
can be used to effectively
manage yellow starthistle.

In addition to preven-
tion and cultural man-
agement, herbicides can
also be used. For specific
herbicide recommenda-
tions, please contact your
regional University of
Minnesota Extension edu-
cator.

As a noxious weed on
the eradicatelist, all above
and below ground parts
of the plant must be de-
stroyed. To report infes-
tations of yellow starthis-
tle or any other noxious
weeds on the eradicate
list, please contact Ar-
rest the Pest by voicemail
at 888-545-6684 or email
at arrest.the.pest@state.
mn.us.
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m Community Education! M

Defensive Driving:
Tuesday, January, 20, 2015, 5:30 p.m.

RRCC Theater, $20/person

Winter, 2015

May 18-June 3, 2015
Instructor: Tony Casareto
3:30 — 6:30 p.m. ® Mon-Thurs.

$100/student

CPR/First Aid: July 7-23, 2015
Adult CPR & AED Instructor: Leon Ditsch
Infant/Pediatric 8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. ® Tues, Wed., Thurs.

First Aid, Adult & Pediatric

$100/student

All Three offered on Saturday, Jan. 17

FHS Room 130
Call for specific times

Dog Obedience:

Mondays, March 2 — April 13
Falls Elementary School Gym
6-7 p.m. ® $25/person (dog)

Snowshoe/Ski Rental:

Wednesdays through Sundays

10:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. January through Spring
Equipment can be signed out at Voyageurs

Nat'l Park’s
Rainy Lake Visitor Center

Tae Kwon Do:
Beginners Tues & Thurs 5:45 — 6:45 p.m.
Advanced Tues & Thurs 6:45-8:30 p.m.

Falls Elementary Gym or Cafeteria

Instructor: Ken Krueger

$25 for an 8 session ticket

FERUEE

5:15-6:15 p.m.

Yoga:

Tues & Thurs through May

2nd floor of Faith United Church
Cost: $20 for a 5 session ticket or $4/class
Payable at the door

Instructor: Shirley Earley

Cost: Snowshoes are free and skis are free to

Youth or $5/adult

Open Swimming:

Adult Workout Lap Swimming:
Sept. through May

Chess Club:

Now through May 25, 2015

Grades 3 and up — Mondays 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Grades 6 and up — Thursdays 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Falls Elementary School

™*="_|LABOR & DELIVERY

URGENT CARE

RHEUMATOLOGY —

CARDIAC REHAB & DIAGNéSTIC TESTING
CHEMOTHERAPY & INFUSION THERAPY

To learn more about services available at RLMC,
please call 218-283-4481.

To schedule an appointment for the
Rainy Lake Clinic, please call 218-283-5503.

1400 Highway 71 | International Falls, MN 56649
www.rainylakemedical.com

J

Or Iook us up on Facebook at Community Education of International Falls

Call Community Education at 283-2571, ext. 186, for more information or to register,

3rd Grade and up
All levels welcome

$15 for 5 sessions or $4 per person
% Computer Technology Courses:
Microsoft Word (Basic/Intermediate)

Monday, Jan. 12 and Tuesday, Jan. 13

Microsoft Excel (Basic/Intermediate)
Monday, Jan. 26 and Tuesday, Jan. 27

Microsoft PowerPoint (Basic/Intermediate)
Monday, Feb. 2 and Tuesday, Feb. 3

Instructor: Keith Boelk

Monday-Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m

Family Open Swimming:
Mondays & Thursdays

6:30 — 8:00 p.m. @ Saturdays
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Driver’s Training:
Jan. 26 — Feb. 10, 2015
Instructor: Tony Casareto
3:30 - 6:30 p.m. ® Mon-Thurs
$100/student

March 2-23, 2015

Instructor: Leon Ditsch

6:00 —9:00 p.m. ® Mon., Tues., Thurs.
$100/student

April 7-27, 2015

Instructor: Tony Casareto

6:00 —8:30 a.m. ® Mon-Thurs.
$100/student

Woodworking on Wednesday Nights:
Work on a project or create one of your own!
Wednesday evenings, Jan. 7 — March 4

FHS Woodshop, Room 155

Cost: $5/session or $40 for 9 sessions
Participants bring their own materials. Tools

Will be available.

Instructors: George McDonald and Ladd Kocinski

or view our catalog and flyers at:
www.isd361.k12.mn.usicommunityed




