A4 | January 15,2014

NEWS

www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

Church to install new pastor

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Following on the heels of
its 100-year celebration, the
St. Paul Lutheran Church
congregation will install
a pastor, the Rev. Jacob
Quast, at 7 p.m. Sunday.

Since January of 2008,
Quast has served as pas-
tor at The Church of the
Lutheran Hour in Fort
Frances. During the past
year and a half, Quast has
served St. Paul Lutheran
Church during its vacancy
in the position.

During this time, St.
Paul Lutheran and the
Church of the Lutheran
Hour began discussions
to become a joint parish.
This agreement was rati-
fied in November by both
congregations, becoming a
unique parish in both the
Lutheran Church-Canada
and the Lutheran Church-

Missouri
Synod.

Quast
was born
near Chi-
cago, Ill.,
and has
lived in
Edmonton,
Alberta,
where he
earned a
degree from St. Mattew
Lutheran School in his-
tory and a minor in reli-
gious studies.

During a third-year in-
ternship at Redeemer Lu-
theran Church in Kitimat,
British Columbia, Quast
came to be, “blessed to
learn truly what it means
to be a servant for Jesus’
sake,” which is Concor-
dia Lutheran Seminary’s
motto.

For more than four
years, Quast served the
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parish of Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church in Peace
River, Alberta, in addition
to other congregations
that were without a pastor.

Quast, his wife, Jolene,
and three children, Julia,
16; Liam, 13; and Rowen,
11, have told church of-
ficials they are excited to
be here with the people
of Borderland. “They are
thankful to God for His
manifold of blessings and
promise to bring them
here. They eagerly look
forward to getting to know
everyone and anticipate
the opportunity to grow
in faith toward God and
fervent love toward one an-
other in this newly-formed
joint parish,” according
to a statement from the
church.

Quast may be contacted
at either church office or at
324-1948.
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Grant supports Buddy Backpacks

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Fewer kids will go home
hungry on the weekends
thanks to a grant support-
ing the Buddy Backpacks
program.

Officials of United Way
of Northeastern Minnesota,
or UWNEMN, announced
last week that through com-
munity giving, a matching
funds grant of $10,000 will
be awarded by the Otto
Bremer Foundation to sup-
port the Buddy Backpack
program in Koochiching
County.

The program fills back-
packs with nonperishable,
child-friendly, nutritious
meal Kits to children who
are at risk of going hungry
over the weekends. The
food packs are designed to
sustain and nourish kids
over the weekend in order
to help them get back into
the classroom on Monday
ready to learn and grow.
The program is operating in
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International Falls schools,
KOOTASCA Head Start,
Northome and Littlefork-
Big Falls schools.

The Otto Bremer Founda-
tion made a commitment to
match dollar for dollar up to
$10,000 of all contributions
received by the United Way
for the program in a one-
year time period beginning
Aug. 1, 2103. UWNEMN
attained that goal by Dec.
31,2013, said a news release.

To reach the goal,
UWNEMN received support
from the Koochiching Coun-
ty business community, as
well as from individuals, as-
sociations, foundations, and
other United Way chapters
throughout the state, the
release said.

“We are so thankful and
appreciative of all those who
gave to support our commu-
nity in a time of need,” said
Julie Ehrman, UWNEMN
advisory board chair. “This
program is going to help the
most vulnerable children of
our area and it is going to
make a difference in their
lives.”

With the permanent re-
duction of 265 jobs in 2013
at the International Falls
paper mill, UWNEMN pro-
jected an increased need

for the Buddy Backpack
program. As a result of an
outpouring of financial
support by the community,
120 children in Koochich-
ing County are receiving
the weekly backpacks filled
throughout this school year.

In addition to the mon-
etary donations to the
program, the release said
UWNEMN has also re-
ceived in-kind contributions
that support the effort. Min-
nesota Industries picks up
the food kits monthly from
the UWNEMN warehouse
in Chisholm to bring the
food to International Falls.
And, Mike Silvers, retired
Boise Paper employee and
UWNEMN advisory board
member, donates his time
and truck to deliver the kits
to each of the area schools
who are participating.

UWNEMN officials said
they are grateful for the
support received in Koochi-
ching County in order to
continue the efforts of com-
bating childhood weekend
hunger through Buddy
Backpacks.

For more information on
the program or to find out
how to become involved,
visit www.unitedwaynemn.
org.
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