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Teen must show her parents
she’s mature enough to date

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
14-year-old girl who’s hav-
ing a disagreement with my
parents about dating. There’s
this guy, “Connor,” wholikes
me, and I'm very comfortable
with him. His older sister
and I are good friends.

The trouble is, my par-
ents have strict rules
against dating and I think
it’s unfair. I think I’'m ma-
ture enough to date, and
I know right from wrong.
My friends say I'm very
mature for my age, and they
approve of Connor because
he’s friendly and has an
outgoing personality. [ have
tried talking to my parents
about this, but I always end
up in tears.

Canyoutell me howIcan
convince them to give this
guy a chance? — GROWN
UP AT 14, PRINCE
GEORGE, CANADA

DEAR GROWN UP: A
sure way to show your par-
ents you're mature enough
to date would be to show
them you’re a responsible
person. Do they know when
they ask you a question
that they’ll get an honest
answer with no evasion?
Have you shown them that
you respect their curfews?
Do you do the chores that
are expected of you without
having to be reminded? Is
the same true about your
homework?

If the answer to these
questions is yes, then do
they KNOW Connor? Do they
know his parents? If they do,
they might feel more com-
fortable about your seeing
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him, IF it’s in a group rather
than one-on-one.

DEAR ABBY: I'm 13
years old and I recently
enrolled in a new school. I
have met two boys, “Jake”
and “Cory,” and I have been
crushing on both of them.

I really like Jake for ev-
erything, but I'm not sure
helikes me back. Ilike Cory
for hislooks and popularity,
and I'm positive helikes me
because he said so. Should I
ask Jake to go with me first,
and if he says no, rebound
to Cory? — CONFUSED IN
RAYMOND, MISS.

DEAR CONFUSED: The
school year has just started
and it’s a little early to be
asking someone to “go”
with you. If you take your
time -- say, wait a month
-- Jake may find the cour-
age to tell you he likes you,
too. If he doesn’t, tell Cory
you're interested in him
and see if he still feels the
same way about you. (The
odds are 50/50.) And who
knows? In another month,
there might be a third guy.

DEAR ABBY: My broth-

er thinks I eat too slow, and
I think he eats too fast. He
claims it’s rude to eat slow
and make others wait for
you. I say eating slowly is
healthy, and it’s better than
wolfing down your food
to keep up with the people
you’re with. Who’s right?
— AT MY OWN PACE IN
EDDINGTON, MAINE

DEAR AT YOUR OWN
PACE: You're both right. If
you eat so slowly that the
rest of the people at your
table must wait for you to
finish, ask them to proceed
with their dessert and cof-
fee so they won’t have to sit
there and watch you mas-
ticate. And wolfing down
one’s food causes some
people to overeat, which is
why weight-loss specialists
advise against it.

DEAR ABBY: What do
new fathers hand out today
instead of cigars? — NON-
SMOKER IN SAVANNAH

DEAR NONSMOKER:
Because so much more is
now understood about the
dangers of tobacco, many
new fathers today hand out
small gift bags of candy in-
stead - blue for a baby boy
or pink for a daughter.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
through 9.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30

minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle

3 7 219 will be published in
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Cancer, give yourself more
time to figure everything out
if you are feeling indecisive
about someone. Don’t forge
ahead without feeling en-
tirely comfortable with the
person.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, don’t drop everything
you’re working on to address
a developing issue at home.
Others can handle the situ-
ation just as well as you, so
keep your focus on preexist-
ing tasks at hand.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, listen to friends
and family members when
they encourage you to try
something new this week.
Trust your instincts, as they
seldom turn you in the wrong
direction.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
You have no time for gossip
this week, Libra. Your plate
is already full at work and at
home, so avoid getting caught
up in anything that compro-
mises your focus.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, though it may feel
like others are flying past you
while you're slowly plodding
along, eventually things will
even out and you’ll end up
where you need to be.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Create some plausible
plans for the future this week,
Sagittarius. Keep ajournal to
help you keep track of your
ideas and make sense of your
plans.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Capricorn, your generos-
ity finds you devoting much
of your time tending to the
needs of others this week.
Enjoy your time helping oth-
ers and don’t be afraid to ac-
cept their gratitude.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Don’t get too hung up if
your week is all work and lit-
tle play. While your schedule
might be hectic in the coming
days, some relaxation time
will arrive this weekend.

PISCES - Feh 19/Mar 20

Pisces, make the most of
new opportunities that pres-
ent themselves this week. The
effort you put in will pay off
in due time.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 29
Kevin Durant, Athlete (25)

SEPTEMBER 30
Fran Drescher, Actress (56)

OCTOBER 1
Randy Quaid, Actor (63)

OCTOBER 2
Sting, Singer (62)

OCTOBER 3
Neve Campbell, Actress (40)

OCTOBER 4
Derrick Rose, Athlete (25)

OCTOBER 5
Jesse Eisenberg, Actor (30)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

9-28 CRYPTOQUOTE

KT UJE K USYSEG HFUG, GZGEX
RKQ RSTY LSODG UJE CFRTGHU

NGYBGGQ MIQUHFMYFQD

ZKDSG VEINKNFHFYFGT.

— MCKEHGT OKEBFQ

Previous Cryptoquote: WHEN SOMEONE HANDS YOU A
FLYER,IT’SLIKE THEY'RE SAYING, ‘HERE, YOU THROW
THIS AWAY. — Mitch Hedberg



