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Little River Band to headline Riverfest

Organizers hopeful for successful turnout to fourth-annual event

BY EMILY GEDDE
Staff Writer

Contracts are signed and
the date is set — planning
for the fourth annual River-
fest is well underway.

The Australia-based Lit-
tle River Band will head-
line this year’s event at the
Irvin N. Anderson Amphi-
theater, with opening acts
by Lamont Cranston Band
and The Mike Ure Band.

“We’ve decided to have
three bands this year in-
stead of four,” said Ward
Merrill, executive director
of Backus, one of the organi-
zations playing host to the
event. “We think it’ll be a
good mix of music. I think
all the bands will attract
different kinds of people.”

The Little River Band, ac-
cording to its website, had
chart success in the U.S.
between 1976 and 1983. The
band may be most known
for the hits “It’s a Long
Way There;” “Help Ison It’s
Way;” “Reminiscing;” and
“Man on Your Mind.”

The rock band is consid-
ered to be one of Australia’s
most significant bands, the
site said. The band set a re-
cord for having top 10 hits
for six consecutive years
— the first band to achieve
that mark.

Lamont Cranston Band
formed in Minnesota in the
mid-1960s under the inspi-
ration of blues music. Ac-
cording to its website, the
band’s visibility increased
in the 1980s when RCA reis-
sued its hit release “Upper
Mississippi Shakedown,”
selling more than 100,000
copies and cracking the
lower reaches of the Bill-
board charts.

The Mike Ure Band,
which organizers say has
ties to Fort Frances, formed
in 2012 and is a four-piece,
country band from Harrow
and Windsor, Ontario. The
band’s music is a cross be-
tween traditional country
music and new modern
rock country, influenced
by groups such as Florida
Georgia Line, Luke Bryan,
Jason Aldean and Keith
Urban. The Mike Ure Band
has just released their
first Nashville-recorded
single”Shake This Town.”

WORKING ON SUCCESS

Last year marked the
first year Riverfest was pre-
sented in a new partnership
between the International
Falls Rotary Club and the
Backus Community Center.
About 1,000 people —the low-
est turnout in the event’s
history —attended Riverfest
headlined by Arch Allies,
which for the previous two
years had opened for Lover-
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boy and 38 Special.

After breaking even,
organizers realized they
needed to secure a bigger
name band to draw a larger
crowd.

“We realized we’re not
going to have Arch Allies
again next year,” Merrill
told The Journal after last
year’s show.

But, cost is still a chal-
lenge.

Merrill said bringing
a big-name band to Inter-
national Falls can carry
a hefty price tag. He said
the overall budget for the
event is about $96,000, with
$75,000 slated for talent and
production.

“That’s the biggest piece
of the budget,” he said. “A
band like the Little Riv-
er Band is fairly spendy...
We’re spending consider-
ably more than we did last
year.”

In 2013, all four bands
including production costs
totalled about $30,000.

“People said if they’re
going to attend Riverfest,
they wanted to see a big-
ger band,” Merrill said.
“We’re not a major talent
booking agency, we’re the
International Falls Rotary
and Backus...When we look
at a $100,000 project, that’s
immense. We do the best
we can.”

FINGERS CROSSED
Organizers are hoping
to come out above break-
ing even on costs this year,
and they believe they have
a good shot.
“We’ve been able to gath-

er awesome bands,” Mike
Ward, president of Rotary
said. “I think we’ve got a
great diversity of music for
the day to attract a lot of
different folks.”

Ward believes the popu-
larity of the Little River
Band and the diversity of
the opening acts will likely
attract out-of-town visitors
to the show.

“I think people will trav-
el to International Falls to
see these shows,” he said.

Also working in their
favor is moving the event
to July 5 to coincide with
the local Canada Day July
1 and American Fourth of
July celebrations.

“Having the event fol-
lowing the weekend every-
one comes home in I. Falls
will have an impact on the
locals who attend,” Ward
said. “I'm excited about it.”

GOOD CAUSE

Both Rotary and Backus
have pledged money raised
from Riverfest will go back
into the community to sup-
port local youth programs.

“We hope people will sup-
port it,” Merrill said.

He added the organiza-
tions are contacting and
seeking sponsors and are
hoping for a repeat of last
year’s support.

“Last year, we had a great
response from groups and
business,” he said.

Advance tickets are on
sale for $30 each and will
be $40 at the gate. Merrill
said VIP tickets that will
include benefits and incen-
tives are available for $75.
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He also said organizers are
working on ticket package
options and will release
pricing information as it
becomes available.

“This year’s Riverfest
will be a good communi-
ty event, a good summer
event,” Merrill said.

Ward agreed.

“We’re betting the weath-
er will be wonderful and it’11
be a great day on the river.”

I PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.LITTIVERBAND.COM
The Little River Band will headline this year’s
Riverfest event set for July 5 at the Irvin N.
Anderson Amphitheater located between Highway
11 East and Rainy River.
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