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CHOCOLATESC

Fresh, decadent chocolates and gourmet candies just
arrived at City Drug! Perfect for Easter, or to celebrate

Spring, these candies elevate treats to something
beautiful and delicious!

Chocolate
Daisy Lollipop

Pretzelmania Brittle Bark!
Salted pretzels, cinnamon

crisps and ribbons of
unsweetened coconut covered
with brittle made with whole
almonds, then drizzled with

white & dark chocolate.

Chocolate-Covered
Pretzel Gift Bag

Bunnies, Bear,
& Beans

Chocolate-Covered Oreo Cookie Box (4-pack)

City Drug
www.citydrugstore.com

283-3061
314 3rd St., Int’l Falls

Mon. – Sat. 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Bunny Tails

localnews

BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

Northern Minnesota has 
more representation on 
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Council than ever 
before with last week’s ap-
pointments and elections.

International Falls May-
or Bob Anderson has been 
elected in the third year of 
his four-year term to serve 
as council chairman and 
Rep. David Dill was appoint-
ed by the House to serve as 
a member.

In addition, Sen. Tom 
Saxhaug, Grand Rapids, 
who formerly represented 
Koochiching County, is a 
member of the council as is 
Jane Kingston of Eveleth.

The Lessard-Sams Out-
door Heritage Council was 
established by the Legisla-
ture with the responsibil-
ity of providing annual 
funding recommendations 
to the Legislature from the 
Outdoor Heritage Fund. The 
Outdoor Heritage Fund, 
one of four funds created 
by the Clean Water, Land 
and Legacy Amendment, 
receives one-third of the 
money raised by a sales tax 
increase.

Key to former Sen. Bob 
Lessard, for whom the coun-
cil is named, is the respon-
sibility voters handed the 
council when it approved 
the amendment.

“The words protect, en-
hance, restore, for fish, 
game and wildlife — that 
was why people voted the 
amendment through,” Les-
sard said from his Twin 
Cities home. “It’s extremely 
important, from one end of 
the state to the other, that 
we are tuned into what the 
intent was of the voters.”

Lessard said he couldn’t 
think of better people than 

Dill and Anderson to fit the 
mission of the council.

Anderson’s knowledge of 
the state and his experience 
as a leader will benefit the 
council as chairman, Les-
sard said.

“He’s able to look at state-
wide issues and made deci-
sions that are best for the 
state,” Lessard said.

Dill’s legislative expe-
rience and knowledge of 
outdoor and sporting issues 
will also benefit the council 
and state, Lessard said.

Anderson said he’s hon-
ored to be elected by the 
council to serve as chair-
man.

“With the members of the 
council, it’s a great opportu-
nity to represent northern 
Minnesota,” Anderson said.

The many acres of public 
land and residents’ good 
stewardship in northern 
Minnesota means the need 
for projects in northern 
Minnesota isn’t as great as 
elsewhere, he said.

He pointed, however, 
to the successful Rat Root 
River restoration project 
funded in part by money 
recommended by the coun-
cil.

“There other areas of the 
state that need that kind of 
attention, and I hope to help 
to bring that throughout the 
state of Minnesota,” Ander-
son said.

Following the constitu-
tional amendment in every 

aspect is important because 
citizens voted for it and 
make their money available 
with every purchase under 
the sales tax, Anderson said.

“We want to make sure 
those dollars are well spent, 
used in the most efficient 
manner to make better habi-
tats for folks to fish and hunt 
in Minnesota,” he said.

Anderson said the council 
has done outstanding work 
in the years he’s served and 
is making a difference in the 
habitat in Minnesota.

“It ’s one of the more 
unique things we have in 
our state and in the long 
haul will really make Min-
nesota a great place to hunt 
and fish,” Anderson said.

Anderson called Lessard 
a legend in the outdoor 
sports annals, recognized 
for his work throughout the 
state and nation.

Dill was appointed by 
Speaker of the House Kurt 
Daudt. Having a number of 
people representing north-
ern Minnesota on the coun-
cil is a “huge deal,” he said.

He credited Lessard’s 
long-time effort to create 
a fund that would provide 
money for the natural re-
sources into perpetuity.

Meanwhile, Lessard said 
he’s pleased with the out-
come of creating the coun-
cil and fund. However, he 
cautioned the state must 
maintain the intention of 
the voters.

“That’s the danger, or the 
challenge, as time passes 
to keep putting people on 
that council that remember 
the intent,” Lessard said. 
“When I am pushing up dai-
sies, there’ll be the tendency 
to dilute it and put the mon-
ey where it’s not intended. 
We need to remember it’s to 
protect, enhance, restore, 
for fish, game and wildlife.”

Anderson elected chair, Dill 
appointed to heritage council
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Gov. Mark Dayton has 
proposed requiring 50-foot 
buffer strips around Min-
nesota’s lakes, rivers and 
streams.

Rep. David Dill said while 
the proposal sounds inter-
esting, “the devil will be 
in the details. We have a 
diverse landscape in Min-
nesota and the bill will have 
a lot of committee work and 
a lot of amendments.”

Many questions are sur-
facing about how the pro-
posal would work in certain 
areas, such as agriculture 
areas.

“Farmers are coming in 
to say they want to know 
some ranges, such as on 
a one-mile-long ditch on a 
section could be up to 10-12 
acres of buffer,” said Dill. 
“That’s production, some of 
it’s counted on. What kind 
of cover crops would be al-
lowed, if any?”

And Dill said the proposal 
could come with a hefty 
price tag.

“In general, it sounds like 
a great proposal, but I don’t 
know how to pay for it with 
all the other things we’re 
dong,” he said.

Dayton’s proposal is de-
signed to prevent pollution 
from entering the state’s 
waters to benefit public 
health and the environment 
by requiring a 50-foot veg-
etated buffer that reduces 
erosion and runoff. The law 
would provide uniform re-
quirements across the state 
and does not alter existing 
shoreland rules or drainage 
law, according to the gover-
nor’s office.

The proposal is estimated 
to put 125,000 acres of land 
into permanent vegetation. 
All perennial waters would 
be subject to the require-
ment and perennial vegeta-
tion would meet the require-
ment. Typical activities 
in agricultural and forest 
land would be permitted as 

long as they do not result in 
bare soil.

Dill said the proposal is 
touting benefits to wildlife 
and water quality. “It comes 
back to money,” he said, 
wondering if money from 
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Council or from 
the Clean Water Legacy 
Amendment will be sought 
to pay for the proposal.

“With those two funding 
sources, will this be sup-
planting what we should be 
doing more of, in programs 
already in place, like Rein-
vest In Minnesota?”

The proposal from the 
governor, like any other, 
is serious “and will be a 
force to be reckoned with, I 
am just not sure of the out-
come,” said Dill. “There are 
many faces to it.”

Dill said he’s hearing 
support from northern Min-
nesotans who tend to dislike 
mining and timber harvest-
ing and want more stringent 
environmental regulations.

“They are writing in 
form letters,” he said, be-
cause they are coming from 
members of environmental 
groups.

Dill, himself a lake shore 
owner, has questions about 
how the proposal would af-
fect his property.

“The answer was, not in 
writing, grass is a buffer,” 
he said. “Beaches wouldn’t 
require a buffer, but most 
beaches I know of have grass 
up to the beach.”

In contrast, Dill said his 
initial thought was that ev-
ery lake shore would need to 
have something that looked 
wild. “That may not be the 
case,” he said.

Dill said there are areas 
in the state that need buf-
fer zones, and he pointed to 
agricultural areas. Many 
places in the northern part 
of the state, such as along 
the Littlefork River, appear 
to already have buffers.

The proposal remains 
in the House Environment 
Committee.

“I expect we’ll hear quite 
a bit about it in the coming 
month or so,” he said.

Meanwhile, Dayton’s of-
fice provided the following 
statements of support for the 
proposal.

“The state’s existing 
rules on buffer strips are 
inconsistent, and they are 
enforced inconsistently – 
which almost always guar-
antees failure,” said Dayton. 
“The strengths of my pro-
posal are its simplicity and 
common sense. People have 
the right to follow lawful 
practices on their private 
properties; however, they 
should not have the right to 
contaminate waters that all 
of us depend upon.”

Tom Landwehr, commis-
sioner of the Department 
of Natural Resources said 
Minnesotans can think of 
water quality buffer strips 
as water filters for the land-
scape. “Protecting this 
relatively small amount of 
acreage, lying along our wa-
terways, has the potential to 
significantly improve water 
quality for drinking, fish-
ing, swimming and other 
everyday uses. It is our best 
and simplest strategy to 
protect our waters for this 
generation, and the genera-
tions of Minnesotans who 
come after us.”

“We have already seen 
very successful buffer es-
tablishment efforts in sev-
eral Minnesota counties. 
We know this approach can 
work,” said John Jaschke, 
executive director of the 
Board of Water and Soil 
Resources

Craig Engwall, execu-
tive director of the Minne-
sota Deer Hunters Associa-
tion, said MDHA strongly 
supports the proposal as 
an important habitat ini-
tiative for all wildlife. “In 
areas where existing habi-
tat is scarce, these buffers 
will provide critical habi-
tat that will significantly 
benefit Minnesota’s deer,” 
he said.

Dill: Many questions about buffer proposal

LEASE A NEW Sonic
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$178/Month!

Supplier Pricing on
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Silverado & Sierra
Models!

See the ALL NEW

Colorado and
Canyon

NEW
2014 BUICK

REGAL 4DR SDN
TURBO FWDTURBO FWD

$25,931

NEW
2015 BUICK

ENCLAVE PREMIUM
AWDAWD

Canyon

$44,222

In stock now!

Get 16% off MSRP on select

New Buick Models!

COME TO

WASCHKES

NEW
2014 BUICK

ENCORE PREMIUM
AWDAWD

$29,992

2300 Highway 53
Int’l Falls,

MN 56649
218-283-3471
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Waschke

FAMILY DRIVEN

www.waschkegm.com
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Total Savings
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