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Koochiching County Sheriff

Below are the questions The Journal sent to the can-
didates for Koochiching County Sheriff. Their responses

are below.

1. Briefly summarize your personal background and

experiences.

County and I
am a 1984 graduate of FHS.
I graduated from Vermillion
Community College and Hib-
bing Law Enforcement Skills
in 1986. In 2013, I graduated
from the National Sheriff’s
Association Institute, in Colo-
rado. I have been Sheriff of
Koochiching County since
June 1, 2012. Prior to that, I
held the Chief Deputy posi-
tion under Sheriff Youso from
Jan. 1,2007 until May 31, 2012.
I also served 19 years for the
City of International Falls as
a police officer. I have suc-
cessfully investigated minor
to major crimes, including
murder. I have served as a
K-9 officer, D.A.R.E. officer
and am past president of the
Law Enforcement Local 105.
I am a past president of Little
League and have coached lo-
cal youth in baseball, softball,
hockey and football.

2. The 27 years I have dedi-
cated to my law enforcement
career gives me the experi-
ence needed to continue as
the Sheriff of Koochiching
County. As Sheriff, I am also
the Emergency Manager for
the county which prepared
me for the role of Incident
Commander during the flood
operation this spring. Also
implemented the Mass Noti-
fication System in early 2014
which ended up being a very
useful tool during the flood.
This experience along with
the many contacts in the Law
Enforcement Community and
with Emergency Manage-
ment leaders were a great
asset during this time when

nesota DNR, US Customs &
Homeland Security, Border
Patrol and Voyagers National
Park. I also work with sur-
rounding County Sheriffs as
we rely on each other for back
up on serious calls. As Sher-
iff, I am responsible for pro-
viding security in the court
room, the jail, transports of
civil commitments and the
service of civil process.

3. Emergency Management
is just one area that I see in
the near future as being an is-
sue for Koochiching County.
The State and Federal re-
quirements for this position
continue to lead to more plan-
ning and paperwork which
very well could require a full
time Emergency Manager.

4. I wish to initiate a lo-
cal TRIAD in Koochiching
County. This is a community
based partnership between
Law Enforcement agencies
and individuals involved
in elderly care issues. The
goal of TRIAD is to reduce
criminal victimization of the
elderly by bringing together
community agencies to form
a relationship of trust with
the elderly, enabling them to
jointly recognize and solve
problems. TRIAD stands for
The Right Information and
Direction. To continue being
proactive with crime preven-
tion to keeping the residents
of Koochiching County in
a community that is safe to
live in and raise a family. The
Sheriff’s Office Mission State-
ment is always foremost in
my mind: To serve everyone
with Respect and Dignity and

2. Why are you the best candidate for this position?
3. What do you see as the biggest issue facing Koochich-

ing County?

4. What is the biggest thing you hope to accomplish

during your term?

raised in the
Internation-
al Falls area
and have
been a lifelong resident of
Koochiching County. I have
been married to my beautiful
wife for 11 years and we have
3 wonderful kids. I graduated
from Rainy River Community
College and Bemidji State
University with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Criminal
Justice. I worked part time
for the International Falls Po-
lice Department for one year
before accepting a job with
U.S. Customs. After almost
4 years with U.S. Customs, I
returned to the International
Falls Police Department as a
full time police officer. I have
accumulated a wealth of expe-
rience over my 13 year career
including my time in federal
law enforcement. My most
recent experience includes
field training officer, active
shooter instructor, drug task
force member, and current
union representative.

2. I believe I am the best
candidate for Sheriff based
upon my ability to lead and
work with others. I have
worked hard during my ca-
reer to serve the community
in a professional and impar-
tial manner. I strive to treat
everyone with honesty, fair-
ness, and integrity. I believe
it is imperative that a leader
lead not by words alone but
by example. As the elected
Sheriff, I pledge to work hard
to provide the residents of
Koochiching County with the
best possible law enforcement

International Falls School Board

areas on a routine basis to
discuss with them any con-
cerns they may have and work
with them to develop effective
solutions to any problems that
may arise. It is important to
be cognizant of the needs of
our entire county and work
with all the stakeholders to
improve the quality of life in
Koochiching County.

4. If given the opportu-
nity to serve the residents of
Koochiching County as the
next elected Sheriff, there
are several things I will ac-
complish. I will work towards
improving the relationship
that the Sheriff’s Office has
with all of the other local,
state, and federal agencies in
thearea.Iwill bring a greater
sense of transparency to the
Office, including but not lim-
ited to the hiring practices
and procedures of the depart-
ment. I pledge to listen to the
concerns of the citizens and
work with them towards a
viable resolution of any is-
sues that may arise. I will
work with and not against the
other players in the criminal
justice system to ensure that
the residents of Koochiching
County are served in the most
effective and efficient way
possible. As Sheriff, I intend
to be an example of what
strong, positive leadership
can accomplish. The Sheriff’s
Office is not a job to be taken
lightly and the citizens of
Koochiching County deserve
a Sheriff that will be profes-
sional in all aspects and look
out for the best interests of the
whole county.

Below is the candidate for the International Falls School Board, Independent School District 361. Three board mem-
ber positions, which are four-year terms, are up for election. The candidate was asked to submit a 250-word biography.

TOM
HOLT

Hello, my
name is Tom
Holt. I am
running for
Independent
School District 361 school
board. I have resided in the
International Falls area all
my life, graduating from
Falls High School in 1981.

I have been married to my
wife Melissa for 24 years and
we are proud to raise our two
children, Dylan and Mck-
enna, in our church, this
town and that they are able
to attend the same school
that we attended and are so
proud of.

I am a proud union mem-

been an employee of Boise
Paper for the past 20 years. I
am a member of the Evangel-
ical Covenant Church where

I have been co-commander
of the Awana program for
the past four years and vol-
unteered as a leader for five
years prior to that.

I am president of the In-
ternational Falls Outdoor
Expo and a board member of
the International Falls Rec-
reation Commission. I have
coached football for eight
years with the past three
assisting the varsity team.
I have also coached little
league and rec basketball.

I enjoy working with kids,
they amaze me every day.
In my years of coaching
and working in the Awana
program, I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to get to know some
of the kids in our commu-
nity, and believe they have
unlimited potential if given
the chance.

If T am elected, you can
be assured that the needs of
our children will be my first
concern.

At Coffee Landing Metro

Coffee provided.

-

October 9th « 5-7 PM

Come get to know your Candidate
for Center Ward Councilor.

Bars, Cookies, and

Monday, October 20, 2014.
at 7.00 p.m.

First Baptist Church
402 11th Avenue SE
Roseau, MN 56751
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Call 218-463-2513 for advance tickets—$20

Tickets at the door—$25

For more information, visit our website at

www.fbcroseau.org

Your loved ones made lasting
impressions on your life...
Now make their memorial a

lasting impression.

Over 40 New & Unique Stone

Shapes & Designs

Minnesota Monument
and Granite Works

CEMETERY MONUMENTS & GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
Mark Trompeter

286-5337 or 218-244-8097

www.laurentianmonument.com
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Hospital ¢ Clinics « Communities

Where skill meets compassion.

Orthopaedic Clinic

at the

Littlefork Medical Center

912 Main Street

and

Bigfork Valley Specialty Clinic

Dr. Daniel Baker
No referral needed, call

1-866-776-0262

for an appointment.

eakfast Special

Mon.-Sat. $6.29 * Sunday $7.29
Big Moose Skillet with hashbrowns

Breakfast Sandwich with hashbrowns
French Toast w/eggs & sausage or bacon
Blueberry Pancakes w/eggs & sausage

or bacon
Biscuits & Gravy w/eggs & hashbrowns
Cinnamon Swirl French Toast with

ham & eggs

Blueberry Cream Cheese Crepes with
eggs & ham

WHAT DO YOU WANT
TO HEAR?

Are you missing out on hearing your spouse,
children and grandchildren? Do you have a hard
time hearing when there is some background
noise? If you answer “yes”, then it is time for you to
have an evaluation of your hearing.
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UNLIMITED TANNING
$ _ ) PERMONTH

7 5 plus taxes_

)

We have new Sunbess Tarning products too!

Dinner Specials

Half Chicken Dinner
Full Rack of BBQ Ribs
Pan Fried Walleye
Mozzarella Girasole
w/Marinara Sauce
Fishermen’s Catch
Rib Eye Steak $17.99
Chicken Kiev $11.99
Dinners include choice of potato & salad. Choice of soup for $1.00

Canadian
Money at par!

We offer you professional service, ethical business
practices and quality digital hearing instruments at
a reasonable price.

$10.99
$17.99

$14.99
We strive to provide all people with the means

to improve communication. Call today to find out
more about our commitment to provide quality
instruments and superb service regardless of
financial means.

$10.99
$16.99

Our clinic dates are as follows:

Thursdays, October 2, 9 & 30
Wednesday, October 15
Thursdays, November 6, 13 & 20

SN
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HEARING CENTERS, INC.
Rainy Lake Medical Center

1-800-414-5854

R Stwde
FITNESS & HEALTH

Located at 10 Shorewood Drive, Int’l Falls

Staffed Hours: 8am-8pm M-F  Phone: 218.285.2901
www.StrideFitnessHealth.com

¢) Hwy 53 & Memorial Drive - Open 6 a.m.-10 p.m.
218-283-8888 « cho
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