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Local panel
discusses assault

BY LAUREL BEAGER
Editor

What happens when some-
one in Koochiching County
reports a sexual assault?

Attendees at presentation
last Wednesday by Friends
Against Abuse inrecognition
of sexual assault month found
out following a screening of
the film “Brave Miss World.”

A local panel made up of In-
ternational Falls Police Chief
Mike Musich, sexual assault
nurse examiner Cory Morff
Whitman, Koochiching Coun-
ty Attorney Jeff Naglosky, and
FA A advocate Jessica Kokesh
explained theirrole in the pro-
cess that can start with a call
to law enforcement officers
and may end with the sentenc-
ing of an offender.

FAA Director LeeAnn
Meer concluded the discus-
sion by stressing the impor-
tance of reporting sexual as-
sault and raising awareness
of its occurrence locally. She
pointed to a table, the ‘Sole’
Survivor display, outside
the RRCC theater displaying
about a dozen pairs of shoes
representing the people who
reported sexual assaults lo-
cally in 2013.

“We must break the si-
lence,” she urged. “We must
talk about it.”

Police

Musich said dispatchers
at the Koochiching County
Law Enforcement Center are
trained to get information
about theassaultfromacaller.

Atthat point, thetwomain
concerns are the safety of the
victim and whether the vic-
tim needs medical attention,
he said. Other immediate
concerns involve when the
assault occurred, whether

weapons were involved, if
the suspect is present and/or
known to the victim and how
to preserve evidence.

Officers want to meet with
the complainant as soon as
possible, he said and will do
so at the hospital, residence
or Law Enforcement Center.
At that time, he said the role
of the law officer is explained
and information on resourc-
es, including FA A advocates,
is provided.

Police begin to collect evi-
dence as soon as possible, in-
cluding forensic evidence and
information from witnesses.
Evidence can be collected
from a hospital examination,
clothing, and from the site of
the crime.

Hospital

Morrf Whitman stressed
anything that happens at the
hospital only does so with the
consent of the complainant.
She said collecting evidence
is very intimate and she at-
tempts to it as sensitively as
possible.

“Their consent was taken
away in the assault, so at ev-
ery moment I say ‘we can stop
if you want,” she said.

She asks questions about
the assault, about the his-
tory of the assault and takes
photographs for evidence. She
collects evidence through a
physical examination for a
kit, which is preserved for the
police. She said support from
family, a friend or an FAA
advocate may be present dur-
ingthe hospital examination.

Attorney

Naglosky said he isrespon-
sible for determining whether
there is enough evidence of
an assault in an allegation to
charge someone with crimi-
nal sexual conduct, the term
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From the left, International Falls Police Chief Mike Musich, sexual assault
nurse examiner Cory Morff Whitman, Koochiching County Attorney Jeff
Naglosky, and FAA advocate Jessica Kokesh explained their role in the
process when a sexual assault is reported.

used in the court rather than
rape, and to determine what
degree the charge should be
if it goes forward.

A variety of factors are
weighed in determining the
degree, including age of the
victim, age difference be-
tween the victim and per-
petrator, whether the per-
petrator was in a position
of authority over the vic-
tim, whether violence or the
threat of violence or coercion
was involved.

“It’s important to have as
much information as pos-
sible,” he said.

In determining whether
an allegation should result
in a charge, he said he refers
to police reports which are
based on officer observations,
as well as statements from
the victim, witnesses and the
suspect.

“Ineed to think long term:
What can we prove at trial,
what evidence will be admit-
ted in court, whether a jury
of 12 will find beyond a rea-
sonable doubt it happened,”
he said.

If a complaint is drafted
and submitted to the court, it
provides the allegations and
why Naglosky believes there
is probable cause the suspect
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committed the crime. If the
judge agrees, a suspect is
brought before the court to
answer the complaint.

Naglosky admitted that
courtprocesses can be drawn
out over a period of time,
but he also said his office is
required to follow victims’
rights policy, which allows
for the victim’s involvement
in the process, including
what the victim believes
should happen to the suspect
in sentencing.

“Minnesota law is not per-
fect, but one thing it does very
well is give the victim the
opportunity to weigh in and
help the court do what ismost
just,” he said.

Naglosky told The Journal
the general statute of limita-
tions is three years from the
offense date. If the victim
was under 18 years of age at
the time of the offense, the
statute of limitations is nine
years. If the victim was less
than 18 years old at the time of
the offense and did not report
within the nine year period,
the case may be prosecuted
within three years of the re-

the process.

“Wedo what ever isneeded
at the time for the person,”
she said.

Kokesh said if a victim
chooses to report an assault
in the future, evidence will
be kept for future use.

“The healing journey can
be long and difficult,” she
said. “Itis personal. You have
the right to have someone
held responsible.”

She discussed the rights
of a victim, or survivor, of
sexual assault. That includes
understanding that an as-
sault was not their fault and
the right to expect be treated
with dignity, respect and sen-
sitivity through the process.

In addition, a victim has
the right to be informed
throughout the process, in-
cluding when and ifan arrest
was made and when hearings
arescheduled. Advocates, she
said, can get answers to ques-
tions a victim may have.

Victims have the right to
court ordered protection and
compensation for medical
and/or counseling services
and property loss.

port to law enforcement. “You do have a lot of pow-
Advocate er,” shesaid. “And putting the
Kokesh said advocatescan power back in your hands is

be apart of all or any steps of
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Council
calls
special
meeting

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The Littlefork City Council
is scheduled to conduct a spe-
cial meeting at 1 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Littlefork City
Hall to discuss purchasing a
replacement ambulance.

Emergency medical tech-
nician and first responder
Rob Wimmer was driving the
ambulance April 19 on Min-
nesota Highway 6 when he hit
amoose. The ambulance was
deemed a total loss.

Since then, the city has
been renting a replacement
ambulance at a cost of $125
per day, city Administrator
Sonja Pelland said.

The ambulance service
has been considering pur-
chasing a replacement am-
bulance, and needs council
approval to make a large
purchase, Pelland said.

A special meeting hasbeen
scheduled to address the is-
sue because it can’t wait until
the regular May city council
meeting. The city can’t afford
to spend $125 per day on a
rental ambulance until then,
she said, when it would be
able to put that money toward
purchasing a replacement.

The ambulance service is
required to have a backup
ambulance, Pelland said,
which is why the city has
been renting an ambulance
since the accident. The re-
placement ambulance the
service has been consider-
ing purchasing costs be-
tween $35,000 and $38,000,
she said.
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