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DIVA DAYS SALE
Fri. Nov. 8 & Sat. Nov. 9The Jug

Liquors

14 HANDS

Low Tier High Tier

$6.99 - $9.99

MALIBU

Swirl Strawberries &
Whipped Cream,
Sundae Chocolate
Ice Cream

$13.99

BOGLE

Low Tier High Tier

$8.99 - $9.99

SUTTER HOME

2/$15 All 1.5
liters

Hwy 53 & 11th St. - M.-Sat. 8am-10pm

Borderland’s Local Liquor Store

Limited to
stock on

hand.

Relax at the end
of your busy day!

Everyday Low Prices! Case Discounts!

7
th Annual

Union HaLL - 509 3rd St., Int’l Falls
Come see all your favorite Home Party Reps!

Enter to WIN Basket of Goodies!
Gift Ideas • Booking Incentives • Products on display

Cash & Carry • Lunch available by Cater For You

Holiday
Vendor Blender

Saturday, November 9th - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Avon
Jane Silvers

Cater For You
Jennifer Gustafson

Elise Mineral Make-up
Kris Lemieux

Hanging By A

Moment Custom

Signs, It Works!
Mollie Besch

Lemon Droppers,

Young Living

Essential Oils
Becky Olson &

Candy Ginter

lia sophia
Laura Zika

Northwood Candle
Nancy Bahr

Pampered Chef
Desiree Arnold

PartyLite
Julie Silvers

Pressed 4 Fun,Warm

Wishes, J&K

Embroidery
Hilary & Kerry Krause

Scentsy
Kim Nugent

Reflexology
Jeanne Corrin

Relax on Rainy

Massage Therapy
Kasi Joyce

Swarovski Crystal

Jewelry, Pattygee’s

Creations
Pat Gray

Tasteful Treasures

by Tracy
Tracy Nuthak

Thirty-One Gifts
Crystal Skrien

Usborne Books &

Origami Owl Jewelry
Emily Koch

www.facebook.com/
HolidayVendorblender

Shop Diva-lightful Specials And Register at These Businesses:

Bring your moms,
sisters & girlfriends

for a day of
shopping specials,
and togetherness!

Grand Prize $150 in CHAMBER DOLLARS

WHILE YOUR HUNTERS ARE AWAY,

YOU DESERVE A DIVA DAY!

Ballan Furniture, Ben Franklin Crafts, The Bootery, Borderland Jewelry,

The Chocolate Moose, City Drug Store, Coffee Landing Café, County Market Liquor,

Dairy Queen Grill & Chill, Duty Free Americas, Gearhart’s Floral & Gifts, The Hideaway,

It’s a Girl Thing, Iverne’s, The Jug, Mason’s on Main, Never Ending Consignment,

No Place Like Home Again, Ronning’s, Sjoblom’s Landscape & Nursery, Slumberland

Furniture, The Sports Shop, The Spot on Highway 53, Streiff’s Floral & Gifts,

Swanky Sweet Pea, The Tattered Angel, Viking Bar & Lounge

Vendor Blender

Saturday Union Hall

Unlock The
ChristmasMagic

Percentage of all sales
will be donated to the
Local Food Shelf and
Power of the Purse!

Buy One

Get One

HALF
PRICE

218-283-4701 324 3rd Street

During Diva Days
Friday & Saturday, Nov. 8 & 9

NOW OPEN

SATURDAYS!!

Friday Nov. 8th & Saturday Nov. 9thFriday Nov. 8th & Saturday Nov. 9th

Refreshments

will be

served

20% Off

Purses

20%
OffJewelry

Friday, Nov. 8 & Saturday, Nov. 9 • 9am-5pm

Diva Days SpecialsDiva Days Specials
Fri., Nov. 8 & Sat., Nov. 9

30% Off Home Décor Items
by Lone Elm Studios

Create your own Sale –
30% Off one Regular Priced Item

In Store Flyer

Main Street District – 283-8479
Mon.-Fri. 9-6 – Sat. 10-3 – Closed Sun.

November
Specials!

Local Relief
relief from physical
pain & every day stress.

(763)229-5033
900 5th St.
Suite 201

Int’l Falls, MN

$55 hour massage with
Marie Milan 218-355-0163

Buy two, 1 hour massages with
Sarah Nevalainen for $110

218-393-5323
Keep one for yourself and

give the other one as a gift!!

$65 Raindrop Technique
with Hollie Bahr

Call, Text or Schedule Online
www.localrelief.massagetherapy.com

on regular priced
merchandise

Fri., Nov. 8 & Sat., Nov. 9

said, a simple blessing would 
ease the patient’s mind.

“To them, if we could help 
them with their pain, that 
was fine,” she said. “But 
often, if there was nothing 
we could do, all we had to 
do was say a prayer and that 
was their medicine.”

In addition to the clinic 
days at the school, the nurses 
also set up mobile clinics and 
met people in their homes 
who couldn’t walk, Bacon 
said. They provided glasses 
and bifocals for those who 
needed them, and taught 
women’s health classes to the 
girls and counseled expect-
ant mothers as well.

There were many differ-
ences between International 
Falls and Zambia, like the 
language, food, and the lack 
of the comforts of home, Ba-
con said. The nurses worked 
with translators who trans-
lated the native Demba for 
them, though most of the 
younger people spoke Eng-
lish, which they learned in 
school.

“The younger people 
spoke in Demba and English, 
and the elderly spoke mostly 
in Demba,” she said.

The group stayed in an old 
farmhouse owned by Hands 
at Work, a nonprofit part-
ner organization of Nurses 
for Africa. The house was 
once owned by a copper 
mining family, and mining 
is a popular occupation in 
Zambia, Bacon said. It was 
winter while the volunteers 
were there, which was much 
different than the one Bacon 
was used to.

“Highs in the 80s during 
the day, but it really got cold 
at night,” she said. “It was 

more like our summer here, 
so it really didn’t faze me.”

Bacon said she knew she 
wanted to volunteer and do 
mission work like this for a 
long time, but had waited for 
her kids to grow up first. Her 
church, St. Paul Lutheran, 
does a mission trip to Haiti, 
which she signed up for. 
While she waited to go, she 
found the Nurses for Africa 
program online and applied. 
She found out she was ac-
cepted last October, which 
led to extensive background 
checks and monthly confer-
ence calls to prepare, she 
said. Though the group met 
for the first time in Chicago 
on their way to Zambia, she 
said the experience helped 
them form a life-long bond.

“When we landed in Chi-
cago we all went our separate 
ways, and we all became a 
team, and nobody under-
stands what we went through 
but us, we did this experience 
together,” she said.

Two of the highlights of 
the trip were Kid’s Day and 
Care Worker Appreciation 
Day, Bacon said. For Kid’s 
Day, the nurses took the 
kids to a pool, a first-time 
experience for the children. 

The kids also played games 
and received gifts like new 
clothes and soccer balls. 
Care Worker Appreciation 
Day honored the volunteers 
who worked with the nurses 
as translators and guides, 
she said.

This volunteer experience 
made her a better nurse, 
Bacon said, and she would 
“definitely” recommend it 
for other nurses looking to 
serve. It helped her grow 
as a person, and revealed 
things about herself she 
didn’t know.

“I was challenged on a 
number of things and I met 
those challenges,” she said. 
“I found out I could do more 
than I thought I could do.”

With the wide ranges of 
issues for which to advocate 
and try to change, it’s easy 
to be overwhelmed and not 
know where to start. But 
knowing the little things help 
is important, Bacon said.

“I’d like to think I made 
a difference, and I’m sure I 
did,” she said. “It’s a small 
ripple, it’s not this big, over-
whelming, save the world 
type thing, but I made a 
small ripple along with my 
team.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Lisa Bacon, left, with a volunteer from Hands at 
Work and two members of Bacon’s volunteer team 
in Zambia. Hands at Work volunteers assist the 
nurses with translation and guide services.
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He said other cold boxes 
fluctuate in temperature, 
but the Falls’ box holds the 
frigid air well.

“Consistency is what we 
need,” he added. “If we make 
a change to a calibration 
and test it the next day, we 
need to make sure we’re 
starting at the exact same 
temperature.”

Pearson’s comments echo 
that of many big-name au-
tomotive companies across 
the world, Nevanen said.

“We have people come 
from Germany, Korea, Unit-
ed Kingdom, Australia...
all over,” he said. “We re-
ally meet a lot of interesting 
people.”

While Pearson said he 
misses his wife, Emily, who 
remains in Chicago, he en-
joys being able to spend so 
much time in International 
Falls working at a job he 
loves.

“It is great to be able to 
come back home for work,” 
Pearson said. “By the end 
of December, which is when 
we’re done with our testing 
campaign, I will have been 
in International Falls for 
work about five and a half 
months this year alone...
And I get to stay with my 
mom and dad when I come 
here.”

THE JOURNEY BEGINS

After graduation in 2006, 
Pearson went on to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in auto-
motive engineering tech-
nology from Mankato State 
University. Having been a 
mechanic most of his life, 
Pearson said the degree was 
a good fit and he looked for-
ward to entering the work-

force. However, he said, 
the economy in 2009 didn’t 
present any opportunities 
in his field right away, so he 
moved back to International 
Falls to work at Carlson’s 
Auto and Falls Lumber.

In 2010, Pearson was in-
troduced to Nevanen, who 
brought Pearson to meet 
with representatives of 
Navistar at the testing site.

“I gave them my resume 
and they sent it back to Chi-
cago,” Pearson said. “The 
rest is history.”

Pearson is now working 
in the future product devel-
opment division of his com-
pany, which is what brings 
him to International Falls.

“We work on different 
emission testing during 
different drive cycles,” Pear-
son said of one of the many 
components of his job.

His colleague, Nick Muk-
kada, who grew up in the 
suburbs of Chicago, said he 
has been with the company 
for seven years, but this is 
his first time working in 
International Falls.

“I like it here,” he said. 
“The people are really nice.”

Nevanen stressed it is 
the relationships the com-
munity creates with the cold 
weather testing companies 
that keeps them coming 
back.

“(Testers) are able to fly 
right into town, they have 
hotels to stay in, restaurants 
to eat in, we have every-
thing they need,” Nevanen 
said.

Mukkada said he has 
traveled to many cities, but 
International Falls is a des-
tination he prefers.

“Last night ,  when I 
dropped Spencer off at his 
house, we had apple crisp 
with his family. You don’t 
get that anywhere else,” 

he said. “Driving down 
the road, I wave at people 
and they wave back, you 
definitely don’t get that in 
Chicago.”

ECONOMY BOOSTER

Nevanen said Pearson’s 
story is one of at least two 
that involves locals coming 
full circle — growing up in 
Borderland and returning 
for work in the cold weather 
testing field.

Nevanen said when he 
started managing the facil-
ity, he reached out to Steve 
Smerika, a high school 
classmates who was intern-
ing with a General Motors 
power train group.

“I called him up, he gave 
us a look and he was able to 
convince his superiors to 
bring a (testing) group to In-
ternational Falls,” he said. 
“Having GM here really 
started a chain reaction.”

Nevanen said he esti-
mates cold weather testing 
last year netted about $1 
million in revenue for the 
community.

“We try to document and 
track how much money is 
brought in as best we can,” 
he said.

TESTING
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