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Teen won't leave abusive
home despite friend’s pleas

DEAR ABBY: Last week,
my best friend, “Lana,”
tried to kill herself. I'm not
sure anyone else knows.
Her brother beats her, and
her mom yells at her for
being “ungrateful” when
she asks to spend a night
elsewhere. My family has
offered several times to let
Lana live with us, as have
her grandparents. After
this week, I have begged her
to. She still refuses.

Her plan is to move in
with her boyfriend when
she turns 18 in a few
months. He’s a good guy,
but I don’t think it will be
good for her. I know they
always say to tell an adult
about a situation like this
one, but Lana claims she’s
not strong enough to actu-
ally leave before then -- and
she kept a secret of mine
almost as big.

I’m scared and don’t
know what to do. Ilove Lana
and I know doing the wrong
thing could end up with her
dead. — TERRIFIED BFF
IN TENNESSEE

DEAR TERRIFIED: If
Lana tried to kill herself be-
cause of what’s happening
at home, she can no longer
remain there. Talk to her
again. Moving in with her
boyfriend is not the answer.
It could be jumping from the
frying pan into the fire. If
she lives with him under
these circumstances, she
will be emotionally and
financially dependent, and
it’s not a healthy way to
start a relationship.

Point out that if she lives
with her grandparents —
who understand how dys-
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functional her home life has
been - or your family, she
will be in a safe place while
she considers her options
about finding a job or get-
ting more education. Once
she’s independent, she will
be in a stronger position to
make wise decisions about
her future.

DEAR ABBY: My boy-
friend lost the “love of his
life” to cancer two years
ago. He talks about her and
their life together endlessly.
He says he wants to build
a new life with me, but he
constantly criticizes me
because “she would handle
the situation better.”

Abby, the woman was a
physician from a wealthy
family. I'm a blue-collar
worker who single-parented
two children. My parents
passed away 20 years ago. Is
there any hope for a future
with him? Can I ever feel
comfortable being whoIam
--not the ghost he wants me
to be? — BLUE-COLLAR
LOVER

DEAR LOVER: As long
as your boyfriend contin-
ues to compare you unfa-
vorably with his lost love,

the answer is no. Have you
told him how it makes you
feel when he does it? If you
haven’t, speak up! And when
you do, suggest he find a
grief support group, where
he can talk and talk until
he works through his loss
better than he has. Until he
does, you’ll never be happy.
Competing with a ghostisa
fight you can’t win.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a col-
lege student who has never
had aboyfriend. I have been
on afew dateswithaguyI'll
call “Richard,” and while
he’s nice, I don’t see this
going anywhere.

On the other hand, I don’t
want to break it off just yet
because it’s nice having that
kind of attention for once.
But is it leading him on?

He likes me a lot more
than I like him, but he
knows I’'m going to trans-
fer next semester. What
should I do? — CONFUSED
DATER IN DES MOINES

DEAR CONFUSED
DATER: You should be hon-
est with Richard. Tell him
you like him as a friend and
remind him that your plan
is to transfer next semester.
That way, if he wants to
continue seeing you, he’ll
know the score and you
won’t have led him on.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.
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It’s addictive!

perience. The

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-

It’s fun. It’s challenging.

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
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something enjoyable. Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 SLONGFELLOW
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input. 12-28 CRYPTOQUOTE
DECEMBER 29 BQM Q AFUMTLGKZ ZVGT. MFU’'W
Ted Danson, Actor (66) CFK XTT ABQW Q RVXWQOT VW
DECEMBER 30 AFKZM ST WF IKXW WBLFA VW
Kristin Kreuk, Actress (31)
QAQC? — HZQLTUHT WBT QUITZ
DECEMBER 31 (“VW’X Q AFUMTLGKZ ZVGT”)
Val Kilmer, Actor (54)
Previous Cryptoquote: LOVING KINDNESS, WARM
JANUARY 1 HEARTS AND THE STRETCHED OUT HAND OF TOLER-
CatC Chef (46 ANCE. ALL THE SHINING GIFTS THAT MAKE PEACE ON
atLora, ef (46) EARTH. - Bishop Henry Brougham (“The Bishop’s Wife”)
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