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Water takes second
at competition

BY SPENSER BICKETT
Staff Writer

The best-tasting water
in Minnesota is no longer
found here in Interna-
tional Falls. Thanks to
a tie-breaker, Duluth is
now home to the award
for the state’s best water,
at least until next year.

Duluth’s drinking wa-
ter was named “Best
in Glass” at the Min-
nesota chapter of the
American Water Works
Association’s Annual
Conference in Duluth
on Wednesday. St. Peter,
St. Cloud, Moorhead,
Rochester, Mankato,
East Grand Forks, and
International Falls com-
peted in the event, along
with the host.

The final showdown
between International
Falls and Duluth came
down to a tie breaker,
International Falls chief
water plant operator
Bruce Wilson said. The
four judges were split
between the two cities,
and a fifth judge had
to be called in to break
the tie. Even though the
city didn’t come out on
top, Wilson said he’s not
disappointed with the
results.

“We had a50/50 chance
of winning,” he said. “It
came down to one per-
son’s preference. If they
had chosen someone else,
they might have had a
different preference.”

Residents can take
solace in International
Falls’ selection as the
people’s choice winner
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for best tasting water
at the 2013 Minnesota
State Fair, as well as the
city’s second place finish
in Wednesday’s compe-
tition. The Falls also
won last year’s “Best in
Glass” competition at the
MN AWWA Conference,
and went on to finish
second during AWWA’s
national “Best of the
Best” drinking water
competition.

This run of success at
competitions is great for
the city, and something
residents can be proud
of, Wilson said.

“It’s a great honor to
make water for the city,”
Wilson said. “It’s a valu-
able asset. These good
showings will entice peo-
ple and businesses to use
our water more.”

Wilson’s been working
for the city for 21 years,
he said. He started out as
a water meter reader, and
from there went to work
at the water plant as an
operator. Over the years,
he worked his way up the
ladder, and when the for-
mer chiefretired, he was
in a positon to take over.
He’s been in charge of
the plant for six or seven
years, he said.

This second place fin-
ish won’t cause any bad
blood between Duluth
and International Falls,
Wilson said.

“There’s already a ri-
valry among all the cit-
ies that participate in
the competition,” Wilson
said. “But it’s not intense.
It’s good natured compe-
tition.”

Finding closure: Resident starts a
scholarship in memory of Linda Muggli

BY EMILY GEDDE
Staff Writer

The last time Jan Budris
saw Linda Muggli, she knew
something was wrong.

Budris recalls asking
Muggli if she would be join-
ing her for coffee following
aservice at the Kabetogama
United Methodist Church.

“Linda said, ‘No, not to-
day,” Budris recalled. “Her
face looked so strained.”

Unable to reach out to her
lifelong friend, Budris said
she was needed in Roches-
ter to help another friend
through radiation treat-
ments. Not long after, Mug-
gli was dead.

“I remember thinking,
‘Something is wrong with
Linda,”” Budris recalled of
that day after church. “Then
she was gone. That was the
last time I saw her.”

Muggli died Nov. 26, 2010
after a totem pole she was
carving fell on her. In Janu-
ary, more than two years
after her death, Linda Mug-
gli’s husband, Carl Muggli,
pleaded guilty under an
agreement with prosecutors
to second-degree uninten-
tional murder of his wife.
He was later sentenced to
15 years in prison, the maxi-
mum penalty under sentenc-
ing guidelines.

Shocked and distraught
by the tragedy, Budris said
she was unable to find clo-
sure following Linda Mug-

gli’s death, especially be-
cause she was in Rochester
during Muggli’s funeral.

“I couldn’t get back (for
the funeral) and that was
really hard,” she said. “I've
been left with a feeling of
not knowing how to grieve.”

Feeling empty and miss-
ing Muggli, Budris said she
brainstormed for a way to
keep one of her friend’s big-
gest passions alive.

“Linda loved art and na-
ture,” Budris said. “So I de-
cided to create a scholarship
in her memory that will be
given out to someone persu-
ing a future in the arts.”

Budris said when she
decided to establish a memo-
rial scholarship in remem-
brance of Muggli, she sought
help from several friends
who helped kick start the
project.

Amongthosefriends were
Phil and Ellen Hart, the own-
ers of the Gateway Store in
Kabetogama, who donated a
3-foot totem Muggli carved to
be raffled off to raise money
for the scholarship.

“It is just gorgeous,”
Budris said of the totem.
“It was fitting to give that
away as the first-place prize.
Linda worked so hard at
creating her business and
creating totems that I just
thought this is the most
perfect prize.”

Other raffle prizes in-
clude an oil painting by Jim
Trandel, a basket of books

by Mary Casanova, a basket
by LeeAnn Meer and a wind
chime made by Marsha
Aronson Wall. Budris said
Wall and Muggli were best
friends and with the wind
chime is a personal note to
the winner explaining the
friendship between Wall
and Muggli.

The scholarship will be
available next spring to a
Koochching County high
school seniors who is seek-
ing higher education in an
art-related field.

“It isn’t only painting,
sculpting and carving,”
Budris said. “It is music,
writing and anything to do
with the arts.”

Budris said she’d like to
generate enough funds to
create an ongoing scholar-
ship, but “I don’t know if
that is possible,” she said.

“I'm taking it one year
at a time,” she added. “I
want this scholarship to be
right in the neighborhood of
$1,000. We're not there yet,
but we’re closing in on that
amount.”

Budris said she wants
the recipient of the schol-
arship to know how much
Muggli appreciated nature,
creating beautiful artwork
and what a soft, sensitive
and caring person she was
towards others — especially
children.

Budris said she sold tick-
ets to a couple from Illinois
who she spotted admiring

Muggli’s work on a totem
pole at Jim’s Ash Trail Store.

“I'told them Linda’s story
and it touched them so much
that between the two of
them, they purchased 40
tickets,” she said.

In addition to what is
generated through raffle
sales, Budris said half of
the proceeds raised by the
5-kilometer race held during
the Lady Slipper Festival in
June were donated to the
Muggli Memorial Scholar-
ship.

And as her eyes welled
with tears, Budris said talk-
ing about Muggli is a re-
minder of how much she
misses her friend.

“From both sides of this
terrible tragedy, it has been
tough,” she said. “I feel for
Linda’s family and Carl’s
family, too.”

Budris said the experi-
ence of organizing the schol-
arship has helped achieve
the closure she was looking
for following Linda Muggli’s
death.

“I just miss her dearly,”
she said. “I think she would
be very happy to know how
much her friends love her.”

Raffle tickets are avail-
able at the Gateway Store,
Bait N’ Bite, Ash Trail
Lodge, Sandy’s Place, the
Coffee Landing Cafe and
through Jill Kiner.

The drawing for winners
is scheduled for Oct. 1 at the
Gateway Store.
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SONIC LT MALIBU 1LT EQUINOX AWD 1LT
Summit White with Black/Titanium Cloth, Chevrolet MyLink Silver e Metallcin Black/Titanium Interior, 25L:D0HC with Both include 8 power driver seat and
System Includes Voice Recognition For Phone with 6 Speed Automatic Transmission, PCN Power Convenience remote start, rear vision camera and
Pandora & Stitcher, Bluetooth Streaming Package Includes: 8 way power driver seat with 4 way power lots more Multiple Units In Stock!
Audio, Cargo Net and Oil Pan Heater lumbar, rear vision camera, remote vehicle start and much more!
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*Must be GM supplier to qualify for all rebates.

----SEE THE ALL NEW----

2014 SIERRA

*Must be GM supplier to qualify for all rebates. *Must be GM supplier to qualify for all rebates.

2014 SILVERADO

ASK HOW TO
QUALIFY FOR

- a PROGRAM
2 PRICING
AND QUALIFY
FOR REBATES

Schedule A Test Drive Today!

Choice of Nice Pre-owned WOW!
vehicles fOr $9,999 or less!

2009 Chevrolet
HHR - it’s got
the look!

Local trade!
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TAKE YOUR PICK FROM 4 OF THE
POPULAR CERTIFIED

CHEVROLET CAPTIVAS

IN STOCK FROM
$19,990

A ALnd GAet Ratesu/
s Low As
1.9"%

Great Selection of

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED
CHEVROLET BUICK GMC
including the
Sonic, Impala, Verano &
many more from

$11,990

2008 Ford

Focus - very
nice local trade!

2004 Toyota

Highlander -
Smart looking
SUV! Local trade!
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Showroom Hours: M-F 8-6 * Sat. 8-1
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$12,975 raised. Thank you!

Corporate Sponsors
BOISE
ESSENTIA HEALTH
SUPER ONE FOODS
TRUSTAR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
WASCHKE FAMILY GM CENTER

Hole Sponsors

Bremer Bank Memorial Blood Centers
CliftonLarsonAllen M L Caron Flectric, Ltd.
Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Inc.  Rainy Lake Medical Center
Falls Family Dental Rockwell Automation
KGHS-KSDM The Journal

Hanratty & Associates Yanik

The funds will be used to
purchase a GE Healthcare MAC
5500 HD portable EKG machine

for the Emergency Department
at RLMC

Partner Sponsors

Fairview Range Home Medical Equipment
Kraus-Anderson Construction
Northern Reliable Insurance
Quorum Health Resource, LLC
Retirement Plan Partner, Inc.

R.C. Shefland Anesthesia Ltd.
Shannon’s Inc.
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A special THANKS to the businesses and
individuals who donated gifts for the raffle

and other contests, and to all of the
VOLUNTEERS!
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