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BACKUS PERFORMING ARTS SERIES
presents WORKHAUS COLLECTIVE’S production of

DIRECTED BY MATT SCIPLE

BACKUS COMMUNITY CENTER

900 FIFTH ST. INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MN

BY JEANNINE COULOMBE

FRI. FEB. 28 - 7:00 PM
SAT. MAR. 1 - 7:00 PM

STARRING:
Terry Hempleman • Angela Timberman • Shanan Custer

Andy Rocco Kraft • Christian Bardin • James Rodriguez • Eric Webster
DESIGNED by:

Annie Cady • lan Knodel • Brain Proball • Kevin Springer

Poster by: JACOB STOLTZ JacobStoltz.com

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Minnesota
State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.
Backus Community Center is fully accessible to persons with disabilities. Please call our of�ce

for speci�c accommodations.

(218) 285-7225
BACKUSAB.ORG

ADULTS $12
STUDENTS $6
FAMILY $25

Tickets are available at City Drug,
Betty’s in Fort Frances, Backus

and at the Door

6

LUNCH

SPECIALS

DRINK

SPECIALS

Thunderbird Lodge
~ ON FABULOUS RAINY LAKE ~

10 miles east of Int'l Falls on Hwy. 11

218-286-3151

A Day of
Winter Fun at

Thunderbird Lodge!

Saturday,
February 15

1:00-4:00 p.m.

Massage by Marilyn Napper CMT
to schedule your appointment

218-242-2589

Entrance 3 up to the Massage Room
Second Floor • 1500 Highway 71

International Falls, MN 56649

Give your stress wings and let it ly away

Gift Certificates
Available

Credit Cards
Accepted

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

CITIZENS FOR BACKUS/AB

Thursday, February 20, 2014 • 5:00 p.m.

Members & Interested Citizens

Encouraged to Attend

~ Refreshments Served ~

Backus Community Center

900 5th Street, Int’l Falls • 285-7225

Backus is fully accessible to persons with disabilities -

Please call our office for specific accommodations.

• Election of Board Members •

• Review Annual Report •

THE BIGGEST
BURGERS AROUND

283-2222

FREE

DELIVERY

PLAYPULL TABS

4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
with Patty O’PorterLIVE MUSIC ON SUNDAYS

BORDER BAR PIZZA PARLOR
283-2222 3rd Ave. & 5th St. • I. Falls

Mon-Thur 11:30am-10pm • Fri & Sat 11:30am 11pm • Sun 11:30am-9pm

Texas Holdem Wed, Fri & Sat Nights!

Chamber Dollars Gladly Accepted Here!

Wedding
Invitations
Custom Printed by

North Star Publishing

• Invitations and Envelopes

• Programs

• Save the Date
Cards and Magnets

• Thank You Cards

1602 Hwy 71 • Int’l Falls, MN

218-285-7411

I WANT YOUR

Unwanted or broken

gold & silver jewelry.

Come on in and see Rob today!

283-4701 324 3rd St., Int’l Falls

Celebrating 30Years!

localnews

IVSC

T he  I nt e r n at ion a l 
Voyageurs Snowmobile 
Club Wednesday post-
ed the following report 
on its website at http://
www.ridetheborder.com/
trail-report.html

“Trails are sti l l in 
great shape and with 

snow in the forecast it 
can only get better. Re-
member all trails lead to 
the Thunderbird Lodge 
for the IVSC annual ra-
dar run for Cancer Walk.
(Saturday from 1-4) It’s 
for a very worthy cause 
so we hope to see you 
there.”

IVSC TRAIL REPORT

BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

It’ll feature the same fish, 
the same ice and the same 
fun, but Rainy Lake Sport-
fishing Club’s largest fun-
draiser will be featured on 
a different day of the week 
this year than in the past.

With more traffic to busi-
nesses and other places in 
Borderland, the RLSC’’s 
29th Annual Family Ice 
Fishing Derby & Raffle will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 22.

“We just figured more 
people would be able to come 
out and enjoy the day,” said 
Dave Peterson, longtime 
club member and one of 
the organizers of the event. 
“And this allows people to 
do what they do on Sunday.”

The derby takes place 
from 1 to 4 p.m. on Rainy 
Lake’s Sand Bay. To take 
part in the derby, anglers 
must have a $10 raffle ticket, 
a 2013 fishing license and en-
ter the ice from Rainy Lake 
Marine Service, off County 
Road 20. Peterson noted 
that ice road plower Travis 
Thompson has waived the 
need for ice road permits 
that day.

Hundreds of people are 
drawn to the derby each 
year in an effort to support 
the club’s efforts, which 
include projects for the bet-
terment of Rainy Lake and 
the fish that swim in it.

Proceeds from the derby 
go to funding fish habitat 
improvements in the area. 

“That’s basically what the 
club is about,” said Peter-
son. “Anybody that enjoys 
Rainy Lake is going to sup-
port it, that’s a given if you 
care about the lake. It’s 
pretty well supported.”

The derby also helps to 
provide money for youth 
scholarships and to main-
tain the Rod Smith Memo-
rial Kids Fishing Pond off 
County Road 93.

Derby prizes range from 
top raffles of $5,000, $2,000 
and $1,000 cash, plus a vari-
ety of prizes, that are award-
ed throughout the day.

“These days, when things 
might be a little tighter, 
people seem to really appre-
ciate getting cash,” Peterson 
said of the top draw prizes. 
“And we also have a lot of 
nice prizes, too.”

Peterson said the club 
pays for the prizes itself. 
“We don’t ask for donated 
prizes anymore,” he said. 

“Businesses get hit too hard. 
Our business community is 
very generous.”

And while you need not be 
present to win, many ticket 
holders seek out the festive 
atmosphere at the derby as a 
break to the winter’s icy grip. 
Warmer temperatures fea-
ture hot dog and other roasts 
on portable grills, impromp-
tu games of football, and 
some of the best fort-building 
material around. And those 
forts become a natural draw 
from the many kids and dogs 
that seem to burn off energy 
built up from the long, frigid 
months of winter.

Banding together on the 
ice also builds a camarade-
rie among anglers. While 
some take the event very se-
riously, others are perhaps 
on the ice for the first time 
this season.

No lines may be in the 
water until 1 p.m. The Rainy 
Lake slot limit is enforced 

during the derby. Walleye 
measuring between 17 inch-
es and 28 inches must be 
released and will not be ac-
cepted for registration.

Peterson encouraged peo-
ple to help one another out 
if someone needs a hole or 
two drilled. And, he said, if 
a neighbor on the ice isn’t 
available to do it, he’d be 
happy to drill some holes. 
Just come to the derby head-
quarters and ask.

Peterson urged anglers 
to avoid drilling holes in 
the Sand Bay ice roads. The 

heavy weight of the snow 
causes flooding of the ice 
roads when holes are drilled 
in them.

Fish must be registered at 
the derby circle. Fish will be 
registered in one of four cat-
egories — walleye/sauger, 
burbot, northern pike, and 
alternative species. Anglers 
may enter one fish in each 
category, at which time they 
will be given a ticket. After 
the derby is completed, a 
random drawing will be 
held for the prizes.

Food and drink will again 

be offered on the ice by the 
Lion’s Club Food Wagon.

Children under age 16 
will receive a free hot dog 
ticket, but must be accom-
panied by an adult to get the 
hot dog.

Meanwhile, Peterson says 
the fishing — or did he mean 
catching? — “has been hot” 
on Sand Bay.

“You can fish using any-
thing from a plain hook and 
minnow to a jig,” he said. 
“There will be a lot of fish 
caught at the derby. There 
always is.”

Same fun, fundraiser — a different day
RLSC derby on 
Saturday, Feb. 22

Shane Thramer, 15, of International Falls, registers 
a crappie in last year’s derby with volunteer Ben 
Vondra clipping the tail fi n to indicate the fi sh has 
been caught and registered in the derby.

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAUREL BEAGER 

Alyssa Wolden, 3, watches her bobber during her fi rst RLSC derby in 2013.
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