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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an  
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably  
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or 

contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s 
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-
sions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers
Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. 

Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed 
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letter writer. Only the author’s city address will  be 
published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, Inter-
national Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail 
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To the editor,
‘Tis the beautiful, happy, 

and holy season of Christ-
mas. A child born over 2,000 
years ago came into this 
world to bring us hope.

For the past few years, I 
have noticed this wonderful 
Christmas Spirit through 
all of the months of the year, 
here in International Falls. 
Here are a few things that 
show the wonderful spirit 
that our small community 
keeps alive throughout the 
year, not just at Christmas-
time.

We have just exited No-
vember, the busy month 
of hunting, voting and 
Thanksgiving. This com-
mu n it y  h a s  h a d  c o at 
drives and food drives to 
help those that are not 
warm enough or don’t 
have enough to eat. I no-
tice many of our citizens 
helping and giving in all 
kinds of ways. In October, 
though it may not seem im-
portant, there are Hallow-
een parties held in Ranier 
and at Backus for all chil-
dren. There are many that 

wouldn’t be able to have the 
fun and games and candy 
without those community 
parties. It is so important 
for all of our children to be 
included. August and Sep-
tember bring all kinds of 
people, organizations, and 
churches collecting school 
supplies for the many chil-
dren in our community 
that would otherwise go to 
school without. The school 
supply lists these days are 
quite extensive. When I 
was (younger), a couple of 
No. 2s and a tablet was all 
that was needed. We have 
a Clothes Closet here at 
St. Thomas that gives free, 
decent clothing to those in 
need, every month of the 
year. There is Servants 
of Shelter, helping those, 
who by circumstances any-
one of us could fall into, 
have become homeless. 
The summer months bring 
a lot of activities, and I 
have seen many adults 
and children included in 
activities, adventures, va-
cations, and the summer 
camping trips of others 

that many would be un-
able to enjoy without the 
giving and sharing hearts 
of our citizens. All chil-
dren during the summer, 
are welcome to a healthy 
lunch at Backus Commu-
nity Center. The children 
of mothers who can only 
afford two meals a day, the 
children of working par-
ents, and even the children 
whose parents can afford 
a good lunch are welcome. 
Backus has also served two 
meals a week for over two 
years to anyone in need of a 
meal, conversation or com-
panionship. The season of 
Christmas lived everyday 
in our community. Over 
20,000 meals served.

Every month of the year 
there are gatherings, feasts, 
and benefits to raise money 
and give hope, build and 
restore faith, that are or-
ganized and served by the 
members of our commu-
nity. So, so many, unknown, 
working and serving be-
hind the scenes, without ac-
colades or applause. Christ-
mas. Meals are delivered, 

groceries are shopped for 
and delivered, people help-
ing the sick, shut ins, and 
disadvantaged. Christmas.

There are so many more 
acts of love and giving that 
I could mention. There are 
so many more things that 
I could tell you about The 
great gift of Christmas that 
is shared by you with oth-
ers, but I am afraid it would 
become a book and that is 
not my message.

We are now here, Christ-
mastime, 2014. Give and 
share, love and laugh, enjoy 
the wonderful food, family 
and friends, the lights and 
decorations, and always 
keep in your hearts the 
true meaning of Christmas: 
Hope, given to us by a new-
born child, thousands of 
years ago.

I am proud to live in this 
community, to know you 
all. You are gracious, lov-
ing, sharing, giving and un-
selfish. Merry Christmas 
to all and to all a good and 
peaceful life.

Cynthia J. Warren
Ranier, MN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Christmastime: We are truly blessed

Dear boys,
Dad here. I want to tell 

you about something that 
happened to me yesterday.

A friend of mine at the of-
fice, a black woman, asked 
me to join her at a pro-
test about that unarmed 
18-year-old who was shot by 
that police officer in Mis-
souri. I felt a little funny 
about going, as if a white, 
40-something dad had no 
place at a civil rights rally, 
but my friend asked, so I 
agreed to go, as did a bunch 
of us.

On the way over I ended 
up talking with a couple 
black men I work with. 
They’re in their twenties, 
which might seem old to 
you, but to me they seem 
close to your age, just kids 
really. And because we 
were already thinking 
about what happened to 
that boy in Missouri, they 
started talking about the 
times that police officers 
had pulled guns on them.

Times. Plural.
Like the time one of them 

was playing basketball with 
his white friend in a pub-
lic park. No sooner did his 
friend go home to get them 
some Gatorade than a patrol 
car pulls up. A cop shouted 
questions about what he was 
doing in a park in a neigh-
borhood where white people 
lived, then more cars showed 

up, and a gun was pointed 
at him. Then his friend re-
turned, and eventually the 
cops left them alone.

Later he was arrested 
when he was 14 because he 
fit the description of a sus-
pected thief: black, between 
5’2”, or as tall as you are now, 
and 6’4”, or as tall as an NFL 
quarterback. The thief could 
almost literally have been 
any black man in America, 
which is kind of the point.

There were other ar-
rests, other times they were 
thrown in jail with violent 
criminals for bureaucratic 
mistakes and supposed of-
fenses. And not that it mat-
ters, because this kind of dis-
crimination and harassment 
should happen to no one in 
America, but these were 
good boys. One of them has 
a gentle, sweet disposition 
and attended a fancy private 
school. The other was a vale-

dictorian. But they looked 
like criminals to the cops.

The worst thing I heard 
at the rally was something 
called a “jump out.” That’s 
when police jump out of an 
unmarked van with their 
guns drawn, shouting at 
black teenagers passing 
by to get down on the side-
walk. It makes no sense to 
me, but it happens enough 
to black people that it no 
longer seems strange. If it 
happened to me or to you, 
I’d burn down a police sta-
tion. But they just comply, 
hoping that the police don’t 
hate them enough to pull a 
trigger.

This isn’t something that 
starts suddenly when black 
boys become teenagers and 
wear man-sized clothes. 
Black students are much 
more likely to get disci-
plined than white students 
in public schools across the 
country. The black boys 
you go to school with are 
three and a half times more 
likely to be expelled than 
you are. In Texas, almost 
every single black male 
student-83 percent-will be 
suspended at least once, 
and those kids who get 
suspended are three times 
more likely to get in trouble 
with the law later.

The guys I was talking 
to knew they had a target 
on their backs even as kids. 

Their parents told them to 
always be extra polite to 
the parents of their white 
friends and to never be in a 
room in their house alone 
in case something went 
missing. They never were 
allowed to play with squirt 
guns lest they got shot by 
a real one. And when they 
got pulled over for driving 
through the wrong neigh-
borhood-something that 
happens to them frequently 
even today-they rest their 
hands out the door so the 
officer doesn’t suspect dan-
ger, and they record it all 
with their phones, so the 
officer can’t later claim 
otherwise.

None of this, they said, 
made them unusual. Ev-
eryone they knew-their 
black friends, that is-had 
similar stories about being 
harassed by the police. But 
being commonplace doesn’t 
make something right, and 
I’m sad to say that it’s up to 
you to be more aware of this 
so you can help change it.

Love, Dad.
Stanford distributed 

exclusively by Cagle 
Cartoons newspaper 
syndicate. Stanford is a 
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the Austin American-
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An open letter to the next generation

Jason

STANFORD
GUEST COMMENTARy

More safe drivers on the 
roads benefits us all. There 
are fewer crashes, deaths and 
increases to car insurance.

That’s why it makes sense 
to increase the number of 
supervised driving hours 
for teens and require their 
parents to attend a safety 
awareness class.

The first year of driving 
is when many habits — good 
and bad — are set in place. We 
ought to make every reason-
able effort to teach our young-
est drivers the right ways at 
the start of their driving life.

Under a new law that takes 
effect Jan. 1, teens will be 
required to log an additional 
10 hours of practice before 
securing their license. And 
the law requires parents of 
training drivers to complete 
a 90-minute public safety 
awareness class, otherwise 
their teen will need to put in 
another 10 hours behind the 
wheel, totaling 50 hours.

Minnesota will become 
the fourth state to require 
parents to attend a safety 
awareness class. Instead of 
viewing the class as a burden 
on already very busy parents, 
we see this as an opportu-
nity to take an active role in 
their teen’s instruction on 
something they may likely 
do everyday for the next 50 
to 60 years.

Parents engaged in their 
child’s driving instruction 
through the additional su-
pervised driving hours and 
by taking the class can as-
sist their teen’s instructor in 
driving the important points 

home to their teen.
And how can it be argued 

that more driving experi-
ence isn’t a good idea when 
last year the Minnesota De-
partment of Public Safety 
reported there were more 
than 12,000 crashes caused 
by Minnesota teen drivers? 
Those teen drivers were re-
sponsible for 38 deaths and 
more than 8,700 injuries. 
Those are the deaths and 
injuries caused to the chil-
dren, spouses and parents of 
someone.

Leading by example is 
among the most effective 
tools in teaching. Parents 
taking the course may not 
know about some of the new 
laws put in place since they 
began driving and may im-
prove their own driving 
skills.

Parents of teen drivers 
may also realize by taking 
the course they have allowed 
some bad habits to creep 
into their driving — habits 
they have passed on to their 
teen that at some time could 
contribute to the cause of a 
crash. Has anyone witnessed 
a parent talking on their cell 
phone while driving? Could 
this be considered distracted 
driving? Would a teen do it 
if they saw their parent do 
it, too?

Driving is nearly a re-
quirement when living in 
places like Borderland. Get-
ting parents involved and 
adding hours to supervised 
driving practice in an effort 
create safer drivers makes 
sense.

OUR VIEW

Driving the 
lessons home


