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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Oi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.
gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Oi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
11 East Superior Street
Suite 125
Duluth, MN  55802
Phone:  218-464-5095
Fax:  218-464-5098

Brainerd Oi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Oi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Oi  ce:
1200 Washington Avenue

South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Oi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Oi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or 

contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s 
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-
sions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers
Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. 

Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed 
and include the telephone number and address of the 
letter writer. Only the author’s city address will  be 
published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, Inter-
national Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail 
to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

Candidate letter policy
The beginning of 2014 brought a new policy to The Journal. A charge of $30 will be required to publish let-

ters to the editor from candidates or about candidates. The letters must be 500 words or less and the fee must 
be paid prior to the letter being published. The name and city of the author will be published with the letter. 
Letters may be emailed to laurel@ifallsjournal.com. The Journal will publish a deadline for publication of 
paid election letters prior to the Aug. 12 primary and Nov. 4 general elections.

To the editor,
Last Friday I attended 

the funeral of Mr. Robert 
Trompeter Sr. During 
the eulogy two women 
had their cell phones 
ring within minutes of 
one another. I had a clear 
view of what transpired 
for I was seated two rows 
behind both of them. The 
first phone rang with a 
chime ring tone for a good 
30 seconds until the owner 
answered the call. The 
ring tone could be plainly 
heard by the audience 
while Beth Shermoen was 
reading a very sincere and 
thoughtful remembrance 
of her grandfather.

Having a disturbance 
such as a cell phone 
sound was at a minimum 
annoying and very 
distracting. I looked 
around me and saw many 
attendees looking around 

for the source of the 
chiming ring tone. During 
the time in which the 
phone’s owner was fishing 
around for the phone 
to address the call, the 
message Beth was trying 
to convey was lost.

Why is it that some 
people cannot be without 
their cell phones while 
attending funerals, 
lectures, concerts, and 
a class room situation 
where attendees expect 
not to be disturbed? 
Do these individuals 
feel their calls are so 
important and urgent 
that they are entitled 
to be inconsiderate of 
others and such rude 
behavior can be tolerated 
when their cell phones 
ring? News flash: You 
and your calls are not so 
important that you have 
the right to disrupt a 

performance, lecture or 
a funeral. At these events 
there is an expectation 
that all attendees practice 
common sense and 
decorum. If you attend, 
turn your cell phone off 
or put it on vibrate and 
excuse yourself to answer 
any calls. Do not sit there 
and text your answer 
while the screen shines 
like a flash light for all 
of us to see. Better yet, 
if you cannot be without 
your phone for a hour 
or so, do not attend and 
spare the rest of us of your 
inconsiderate behavior.

Another subject I wish 
to touch on concerns 
the Donahue property 
acquisition. Much has 
been written and talked 
about in the past months 
related to the broker fee 
of $90K paid by the city 
for the “gift.” The fees 

are minor compared 
to future tax savings 
generated by this 
arrangement. Possibly 
the reason the conditions 
of transfer are non-
negotiable is that with a 
$1.8M dollar appraisal, 
the donor(s) enjoy a 
federal tax write-off of 
that amount less the fees 
that they get to carry 
forward for up to five(5) 
years. At a 33 percent tax 
bracket, that amounts to 
$600K in savings plus the 
fees and more if income 
sources places one in a 
higher tax bracket. The 
fact that the city paid 
the fees has legitimized 
the $1.8M valuation for 
tax purposes. I wouldn’t 
negotiate either with 
such savings hanging in 
the balance.

George Hnatiuk
International Falls, MN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Cell phones should be turned off

Ah, college is back in 
session — which means, 
says The Washington Post, 
that “helicopter parents” 
are in full flight.

Helicopter parents, 
says The Post, are parents 
who have “watched their 
(childrens’) every move, 
checked their grades 
online hourly, advocated 
for them endlessly and 
kept them busy from event 
to activity to play date ...”

And now, as their 
kids head off to college, 
they are meddling with 
that, too — going so far 
as to call and complain 
to their kids’ university 
presidents every time 
the kids face a minor 
unpleasantry, such as a 
sloppy dorm mate.

Ironically, the parents 
who are hovering over 
their children now grew 
up two or three decades 
ago under parents 
who raised them in an 
opposite manner.

Not only did our parents 
not obsess over us, they 
made us go outside to play 
and not come home until 
supper, and we knew we 
had better not be late.

We were free to roam, 
invent and discover on 
our own. We learned how 
to socialize, make friends 
and deal with some of 
the jerkier kids without 
a parent anywhere to be 

found.
True, families were 

bigger back then and 
there was always an older 
sibling around to help us 
get out of scrapes.

When one big bully 
down the street busted up 
my go-kart, my sister Kris 
kicked the tar out of him 
— he was two years older 
and 70 pounds heavier 
than she, but I will never 
forget the image of Kris 
sitting on his back, 
pounding her fists into 
his sides as he cried like a 
baby.

When school was called 
off due to heavy snow, 
about a million kids would 
arrive at the top of Tracy 
Drive with every sledding 
device known to man. 
There was not a parent to 
be found.

Compare that to snow 
days now — you find 
two or three adults for 

every kid, and the adults 
say things like, “Good 
job, Billy. Boy, are you a 
terrific sled rider!”

We didn’t receive 
such unwarranted 
praise. Rather, our 
parents specialized in 
admonishing us for the 
millions of things we 
were doing wrong — not 
getting to school on time, 
not getting high enough 
grades, not keeping our 
beds made.

In fact, if we were 
ever accused of any 
wrongdoing, our parents 
sided instantly with the 
accusers.

“What did you do now, 
Tommy?”

We had to prove, beyond 
any reasonable doubt, that 
we were not at fault — 
though we usually were at 
fault.

When my parents 
dropped me off at college, 
they didn’t worry about 
the life challenges that 
awaited me. They could 
barely contain their 
glee that I wouldn’t be 
eating everything in 
their refrigerator or 
racking up auto repairs 
in our Ford Pinto with 
Jim Rockford maneuvers 
(don’t ask).

They gave me a jar of 
peanut butter, advised 
me there was no point 
in writing home for 

money (as there wasn’t 
any) and told me that, for 
godssakes, if I was going 
to major in English, I 
better minor in something 
practical.

I am the only student 
to ever graduate from 
Penn State with a major in 
English and a minor in air 
conditioning/heating.

In any event, college 
was frightening at first, 
but I figured it out in time 
— just as millions of other 
kids did.

Having to figure 
things out on one’s own 
at each stage of life is one 
of the greatest ways to 
prepare for life — so it’s 
ironic, as I said, that so 
many of today’s parents, 
who enjoyed such an 
upbringing, are still 
hovering over their kids 
as college begins.

I sure hope these kids 
figure out how to function 
on their own before their 
turn comes to run the 
country.

Or will their parents 
call the White House 
every time their adult 
children face one of life’s 
unpleasantries?

Purcell is a 
Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review humor 
columnist and is 
nationally syndicated 
exclusively by Cagle 
Cartoons Inc.

Tom

PURCELL

GUEST COLUMN

Let’s not hover over our college kids

Ranier residents have 
the chance to shape 
their city’s future if they 
choose to get involved.

An open forum 
6:30 p.m. Thursday at 
the Ranier Community 
Building is designed 
to take citizen input 
on a proposed land use 
ordinance.

Thursday’s forum offers 
residents a chance to 
give their opinion of the 
proposed plan and suggest 
changes. City officials 
ask that residents submit 
their comments in 
writing to the Ranier City 
Clerk’s Office to allow for 
a thorough vetting of the 
proposed plan.

The ordinances 
governing land use in the 
city haven’t been updated 
in years, and portions of 
those ordinances only 
apply to land within 
the city limits prior to 
the 2010 annexation of 
French, Jameson and 
Riverside additions and 
Brennan’s Beach. Since 
that process, the annexed 
portions of the city have 
been governed under 

Koochiching County’s 
ordinances.

Clearly, it makes sense 
to have cohesive land use 
ordinances governing all 
of the city, and the timing 
seems right to put such an 
plan in place.

City officials say 
the proposed plan has 
been developed over a 
three-year period by a 
committee. The next step 
in the process of adopting 
the plan as a governing 
document is providing 
a time and a place for 
citizens to weigh in with 
their comments.

We urge residents to 
get a copy of the proposed 
plan so they may discuss 
it at Thursday’s meeting. 
Knowing what is being 
proposed and what is not 
will go a long way toward 
a production discussion 
about how land is used 
and developed within the 
city.

Now, not later, is the 
time to weigh in on this 
plan. By getting involved 
now, residents can help 
shape what this city’s 
future will be.

OUR VIEW

Time is right 
for plan input
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