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Troubled high school friend
needs a hand, not a handout

DEAR ABBY: I am 18,
and like most of my friends,
I have gone away to college.
We have a friend whose
life went off track during
our senior year because of
drinking, drugs and other
misbehavior. She’s now
without a place to live or
any support system.

She calls us from time
to time, and we aren’t sure
what to believe or how to
help her since weareallina
different place in our lives,
and far away. We won'’t give
her money because we are
worried about what she
might do with it, but we
really do want to help her
and be there for her. What
is the best approach? —
WORRIED FRIEND IN
FLORIDA

DEAR WORRIED: I
agree that you should not
give her money. The best
approach would be for you
to advise your friend to get
into a shelter with social
services for homeless wom-
en. If she does, she may be
able to get into a substance
abuse program, receive
government benefits and
straighten out her life. 'm
not saying her road will be
an easy one, but it can be
done.

DEAR ABBY: Is there a
polite way to ask a colleague
to stop bringing her kids
to work? Our offices are
next to each other, and the
dividing wall doesn’t reach
the ceiling. I have to hear

DEAR ABBY

them yelling at each other
(they are 2 and 4), crying,
whining and their mother’s
attempts at discipline, etc.
This isn’t occasional - it
happens often.

Should I ask her politely
to stop bringing them to
work? Or should I ask man-
agement to shift my office
away from hers? — DIS-
TRACTED IN DETROIT

DEAR DISTRACTED:
Rather than risk a con-
frontation with your co-
worker, this is something
you should discuss either
with your supervisor or
your employer. While I em-
pathize with the woman’s
difficulty in finding some-
one to supervise her young-
sters, if their presence in
the workplace is disruptive,
your needs should be ac-
commodated.

DEAR ABBY: I have a
family friend whose son has
been engaged twice, to two
different women. The first
engagement was broken off
by him, and the second by

his fiancee.

Each time, his family
threw him an engagement
party (which he wanted) —
and I was invited to both.
Each time, as is customary,
Ibought a gift for the happy
couple. Neither one was
returned after the engage-
ment was broken.

The first party was a
pleasure to attend. The
second one I found slightly
awkward, but I wanted to
be supportive of my friend.
I brought a gift the second
time because I didn’t want
to be impolite.

If my friend’s son be-
comes engaged a third time
and has an engagement
party to which I am invited,
am I obligated to bring a
gift? — POLITE PARTY
GUEST

DEAR POLITE: No. I
think by now you have
given enough. And con-
sidering how your friend’s
son’s luck has been after
these engagement par-
ties, I can’t imagine his
family inviting the same
people a third time and
expecting them to give him
anything more than their
good wishes.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,

through 9.

7 3
9 5

(o]
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AN

8
7

16

every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

The solution for to-

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.

' 6 9 4]5 1 3]2 7 8
1157 day’s puzzle will |3 1 2|7 4 8o 5 6
be published in |7 5 8|6 9 2]3 1 4
6 Saturday’s paper. |1 6 7|4 3 9|8 25
Or you can go to |24 9|1 85|76 3
3 8 5|6 2 www.sudoku.com P-&3126 7449 1
to find the solution. 8711954163 2
8 4 1 5 42637 1|58 09
93 5|8 26147
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS 29
FEBRUARY 8

John Grisham, Author (60)

FEBRUARY 9
Carole King, Singer (73)

FEBRUARY 10
Elizabeth Banks, Actress
(41)

FEBRUARY 11
Jennifer Aniston, Actress
(46)

FEBRUARY 12
Josh Brolin, Actor (47)

FEBRUARY 13
Peter Gabriel, Singer (65)

FEBRUARY 14
Angel di Maria, Athlete (27)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
ISLONGFELLOW

CRYPTOQUOTE

YMJR LA QRSW,

L A

R HF

LYMZ

Y

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

Y ONJ LA FDGSJ GMZ LA PRNX

GMZ FGBD

M JFD

BYMEDMIJ

Previous Cryptoquote: LAZINESS IS NOTHING MORE
THAN THE HABIT OF RESTING BEFORE YOU GET TIRED.



